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2 ‘Heflo, Dolly!’

Aninformational meeting
for {he ninth annuat school
district/community musical
will be reld at 7 p.m. Tuesday,
Apeil 29, 1n the Horth
Farmington High Schoo! audi-
torlum, This year's musical
will be “Helio, Dollyl™
Participants must be adult
tesidents of
Farmington/Farmington Hifls;
a school district employee or
family member; or a high
school student beginning
August 2003,

Tor more infosmation, call
Sue Cobb at {248) 7652009,

& New driving range

A new driving fange at the
Farméngtan Hils Golf Clud, 8
public gol course, s now
open for business 8am.t0 9

p.m. seven days 8
week. The
driving
range,
located
on 1t Mife
just west
of Balsted,
fealures 34
stations with muliiple terget
qreens, and offers lessons for
Qolfess ages 9 and up.

The new driving range is
part of an expansion of the
tormer San Marina Golf
Course from nine to 18 holes.
The “new nine.” as well as a
new ¢lubhouse with a eestau:
rant and piro shop, are sched-
uled 10 open In July of
August. In the meantime, the
~otigina! nine" focated on the
nertheast corner of 11 Mile
and Halsted, remain open tor
business. for fformalion
about the Farmington Hifls
Golf Club, cal! (248) 473-1800.

Care packages

The Great American Basket
Company in Farmington Hills
is now selling military care
packages that family mem-
bets can send to their toved
ones overseas, and American-
{hemed gilt baskets lo give 1o
people here at home.

A percentage of all pro-
ceeds will go to the Famlly
Readiness Group, a nonprofit
arganization that supporis
the 1271h Wing at

\ Seifridge Air Nalionat
Guard Base. The organization
qives 100 percent of the dana-
tions ceceived, to help mili-
tary personnel and thelr fami-
fies during periods of normal
milltary life and duting times
of separatian due to mililary
service. Assistance may
Include tood cestilicates.
phone cards, emergency
assistance, morale visits, fam-
ify briefings and events. The
“Milltary Must Have" for the

w.hometoiondife.com
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Officials see lower water, sewer rate hikes

BY PAUL PACE AND JOHI HUBRED
STAFT WRITERS

While water and sewer rates for
Farmington and Farmington Hills arc
still being determined for the next fiscal
yenr, officials say the Detroit Water and
Sewernge Department is planning a rela-
tively minimal inerease in charges.

“Tom Biasell, director of Public Works
for Farmington Hills, said Detroit is
increasing its charge to the city for water

from the current rate of $13.13 per 1,000
cubie fect to $13.50,

Detrolt’s charge for sewer treatment is
currently $8.50 per 1,000 cubie feet and
is expected to rise ta $9.22.

Blasell said thnt's good news; double-
digit percentage rate hikes from Detroit
in the past few years have brought about
an outery from city leaders and resi-
dents,

Because the city has to maintain its
water and sewer system and also is

charged for Oakland County drains,
exnct figures far how much residents will
pay for water and sewer use in the
upcoming fiscal year will not be known
until sometime next month, Biasell said.

Currently, Farmington Hills tags on
$13.25, a 61.26-percent increase over the
initin charge for 1,000 cublc feet of
water and sewer treatment from Detroit.

The Hills city council typically votes
on the water and sewer rates for the
upcoming fiscal year in June.

Farmington City Manager Vince
Pastue, who's taking his first dive into
the DWSD rute experience, said his city's
proposed rate increases are a “pass
through” of Detroit rates, which nccount
for most of the city's anticipated
$3,383,210 watcer and sewer budget.

“The driving force behind it is the
sérvices we receive from the City of
Detroit, since they are more than 50 per-
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Darce class

B BRESLLR | STASF PHOTOCRAPHER

Harrison Kigh Schooi’s Dance Company performs "Coconut Champalga" dusing Tuesday night's Evening of the Arts celebration. The event com-
bined talents from the Art, Language Arts, and Performlng Arts departments, The
perform at the Michigan Youth Arts Festlval, held during May,

dance company has been Invited for the third yaar Inazowto

Farmington
schools
make cut

BY SUE AUCK
STATF WRITER

All Farmington Public clemen
and middle school buildings made
Adequate Yearly Pr'ogrcss, anew

tate-wid dstick for measuri

school success, L

The AYP is one of the cornerstorgs
of the federal No Child Left Behing
Act. In Michigan, it's a measure of |
year-to-year student achicvement dn
the Michi| jonal A

Program test, ’

According to NCLB, Michigan and
other states must develop target start-
ing goals for AYP and then the state
must raise the bar in gradual incre-
ments 5o that 100 pereent of the stu-
dents [n the state are proficient on
state assessments by the 2013-14
schaol year.

‘These buildings needed to make the
cut based on 2001-02 Achievement
Gonls, considered the target of the
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‘Soft’ Tai Chi
class helps
ease stress

¥ PAUL R. PACE
STAEF WRITER

While most peaple think of martial
arts as white, louse clothes and break-
ing baards, 8 "soft” farm has been
handed down for generatlons in
China.

Genie Parker teaches W-style Tui
Chi Chw'an nt Botsford Hospital in
Farmington Hills and at the hospital’s
extenslon center in Novi.

She's the fiest non-Chinese woman
in the U.S. to reach the rank of Sl-Fu
or tencher of the Wu-style, She can
now accept “disciples” who'll train to
teach others,

‘The Royal Onk resident explnined
there are two styles of Tai-Chi, the soft
and hard.

Parker teaches the soft side where
the focus s to reduce stress, promote
cireulation and find n center between
the mind and body. The hard side
involves body contact nnd more self-
defense.

Parker sald only five fmilles in
China pass nlong the Thi-Chi meth-

Chamber dialogue identifies issues

BY PAUL R. PACE
STAFF WRITER

‘The dinlogue was the future of
Farmington and Farmington Hills,

"The quest; How to maks things bet-
ter for business, students and families.

“We're not just going to leave this at
the table,” said Carleigh Flaharty, presi-
dent of the Farmington/ Farmington

ers of the Dinlogue Among Leaders in
Farmington Hills Friday. “This is
intended to be an on-going process.”

In the end, the 100 people in atten-
dance agreed all entitics have a vital
role to play to maintain the area’s well
being in a changing world.

The event, which took place at the
Darin Corporation off Drake Road,
replaced the annual State of the Cities

Hills Chamber of Ce organiz-

sponsared by the chamber,

where community and schoot officinls
discussed past accomplishments and
upcoming projects.

‘The dialogue was a pro-netive
approach, aiming to discuas issucs and
o devise ways to improve the commu-
nity.

Farmington Hills Mayor Nancy
Bates said focusing attention on the

PLEASE SEE CHAMBER, A4

Dunckel students host
French auto show

BY SUE BUCK
STAFF WRII{R

The lnvitations were written in French, as were product
brochures for the Intest in automotive excellence displayed lnst
week nt Dunckel Middle School in Farmington Eills,

Hosts at ench display spoke the langunge flucntly. And even
the videotaped promotions were done in French - all aprupos for
the French Internntional Auto Show held Jost week in the

school's media center.

Sandy Chamberlin, an eighth-grade language arta and history
teacher, Mary Green, n modern language teacher, and Mary Beth
SiKorm, & career teacher, helped organize the event.

“We worked on it all of March;” Chamberlin said, noting 27

Star families

Wally Christonsen presents a two-star bannet to Karen and
John Rowlend of Canlon, The Farmington American Leglon
Post has re-established the practice of giving the banners to
famifles who have men and women serving in the Armed
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{roops Incfude an
of snack foods, loiletry items,
and boredom busters (cross:
word puzales, mint foolballs.
playing cards, etc) and a 60+
minute ATST calling caid.

The Great Amerlcan Baskel
Company Is at 29594 Orehard
Lake Road. C21{248) 626:9050.
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You never have to dig
for your local news.

 We do it for you!

Your hometown is our front page.




