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Fun abounds for
the younger set.
Lite, (S

™ Warmth of spring

- Plerre Deux brought
French Country style to the
United States more than 30
‘years 3go. but today brings
the joyful, warm patterns of
thé Provencal spring to
£merica. Their exclusive
Pravencal prints include

timeless tofles, floral and
fruit prints and coardinating
geainetrics and fabric bag
coltection that peovide
peffect carryalls for eummer
weekends.

Pierre Deux bas added
Renaissance this spring, a tap-
estry fabric that features
fawers and truits, symboliz:
ing the rebirth of nature after
winter, alternated with stripes
decorated with a pattern
inspired by those of the

. Rengissance period.

For more intormation, visit
wiwpirredeux.com of call
(888) 7437132

B Raise the flags

Many Americans have
tlown U3, flags in recenl
weeks to show support of our
troops In traq but It is ¢riticat
for homeowners lo remem:

— bet dame other flags for
their onn personal safely.

The state’s utitities and the
Michigan Damage Prevention
Board promote ihe Ralse the
Flag campaign In the montt
of April to remind residents
1o call MiSS DIG at {B00) 482-
171 before tackling that
deck, fencing, sprinkler sys-
tem o landscaping project
inthe yard.

. Every year. there are near-
110,000 *dig-In™ damages lo
underground utility lines in
the state. Homeowners who
“didn't follow established safe
digging practices are respon:
sible for causing about one-
third of these damages. The
consequences can fnclude
“service intereuptlons. fire,
property damage, personal
injuries, and even death.

The MISS DIG system s
Hichigan's one-call source
for [ocating underground
ulilty lines, receiving more
than 12 miltion requests
since the one-call center
opened in 1970. The vast
majorily of staking requests
are fliled within three busl-
ness days withoul cost 1o
1he catler, The utilities will be
marked with colored ftags or
spray paint to indicate the
ditférent service tines below,

It homeowners hagpen to
dig or excavate near these
lines, they thould hand-dig
to expose the tines before
using power it

Addition
maintains
house
style as it
expands
space

Story by Mary Kiemlc
Staff Writer
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The addition put on the residence of John and Gail Aiken by the McGovern Building Group serves as the dining reom, karge encugh for Gall's gourmet
dinners. Among the furnishings are 2 cabinet designed and buitt by Joha Aiken.

John and Gail
Aiker of Bloomficld
Hills have special tal-
ents. John is a gifted
woodworker, whose
furnishings are beau-
tiful and functional.
Gail is a gourmet
genius, who loves to
entertain with her
dinners for 14 or
more guesis.

But the 1,600~
square-foot ran:
house, where the
Aikens have lived
since 1978, was
somewhat inhibiting
these interests.

Afterheretiredas *
an atomotive designer from the Ford Motor
Co. five years ago, John wanted to keep busy
with his passion for woodworking. He built
pleces kn a stornge room that was about 7by
10 feet in size, with space for a peghoard and
Httle else.

*1 had always thought I might return to
woodworking,” John safd. “That was one of
iy first jobs as a teenager, working at a cabi-
netmnker's woodwork shop.”

The dining room area was too small for the
type of dinners Gail liked to prepare.

*1 said to my wife, "We have two new needs:
You need a master dining room and Ineed a
woodworking ahop,” John Atken said.

The couple decided that Instead of moving,
they would have an addition put on the
house.

The MeGovern Building Group was hired,
and built 0 1,200-square-foot nddition onto
the house fnst year. Now the Alkens can do
woodworking projeets, and serve large num-
bers of guests, {n distinctive style.

3,
The living room Is contemporary In tone,

president of the
Bloomficld Hills firm.

“Many of the basement
remodeling projects and
additions we have done
Included game rooms,
home theaters and even
home exerclse rooms.
When people invest a
large amount in a remod-
cling project, they want
to make sure the addition
its their lifestyle.”

STYLE MATCH

The project involved
giving a brick facelift to
the original cinderblock
of the house, which was
built in 1965, Still, the
addition matchea the
architectural style,

“If the archi
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Lisa Valentine, 1, wetcomes 3 visitor to her
jungte-themed room.

Room's facelift
highlights
animals and
greenery

BY KEN ABRAMCIYK
STATE XRITER

Lisa Valentine liked the room.

Lisa, 11, had the chance to choose
between two upstairs bedrooms and
wanted that anc, painted n pale gray.
because “it was bigger.” Her mother
and father, Marcia and John
Valentine, had refocated the family
from one home o another in
Plymouth.

Tut Marcia did not like the room's
color.

*1 can't imagine anyone even Hking
(that color), so we'd &luught we'd do
something different.” Marcia sald.

Eater a creative friend of Marcia’s,
and snon the threc of them went to
work.

Bamboo shoots sprouted on a lamp
stand. Vines spread theirway onn
border along the ceiling. A monkey
and an elephnnt stood on guand in the
comers as table stands. Wooden paws
stepped up the wall,

Soot, the pale gray room in thecolo-
ninlhome in Plymouth was trans-
formed into a green jungle fuli of
folinge and fauna.

THE MOVE

When John and Marcia Valentine
moved to that home in Navember
2000, they loved their new dige.

The Valentines decided to spiff up
two upstairs bedrooms at the same
time for Lisa, and 13-year-old Lavren,
Lisa is a fith-grader at Piymouth
Christian Acadery; while Luwren is
an eighth-grader there.

Lisn wanied the jungle theme
because I like animals,” she said, and
Mom liked the idea, and ofl they went
to the stares and garnge sales.

They picked out a pear-colored
paint, which resembles an olive green
color, from & Sears store in Canton.
Marcia' fricnd, Curol Krupa of
Dearborn, picked out wallpaper

can be difficult to accurately
estimate how deep the ulilily
lines ralght be burled.

The best way to expose
utillty lines Is to create &
oarrow trench perpendicular
to'the staked direction of the
burled line by removing dirt
4 tew Inches at a time, rather
than plunging a shovel Into
the soll. Remember thal a
shovel edge can cut a utility
line Just s eaty as a back-
hoe blade. ¥hen you expese
ashort portion of the utility
Tine, you know lis exact foca-
tion and depth and can begin
to carefully use power equip-
mentinits vicinity,

Submissions

Do you have a special item
you'd like to showease in
Marketplace on the front of
At Home? We'd like to
feature it ,
Send a photo o slide of
the plece, afong with
Information, to: ken
Abramezyk, At Home editor,
Observer & Eccentrlc
Newspapers, 805 £, Maple,
Blemingham 48009,

Rave over pavement

"Enhance your yand with a weli
designed patlo or deck, The
paving shown hore from 3
Michigan Brickscaps Company
‘In Rochester aro exampies of

a3 well 23 3tyles of patlos =
avatiable, Fand? Vintage beicks

. ghve ahOid Werkd leok to the
2t-grade patio (right), while

e

dress
left), Call

the wide varlety o materlals - *

“11ove it. It makes such abigd r vere resembling tropieal grasses from a
Gail said. here we bellave he would paint store in Dearborn. Lisa and her

“It just has opened up the whole thing. It be very pleased. sald mother found anfmal handles for her
waas very cluttered snd dark in there before”  John, who was trained drawers at Home Depot.

*We have noticed a trend in the Detroit and educated in Industri- They bought chnlrs and a barrel at
arca where liomeownera are adding rooms in  al design. *It looks as garnge anles, animal lamp stands on
their homes to enablo them to enjoy their clearance from Michacl®, They sewed
hobbles and {nterests,” snid Terry MeGovern, EASE $0E MODERN, C4 pillows, They painted threo or four

PEASE SCL JUROLE, €2
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