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VFW hall transformed by faith
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Rals Flutur, a church elder at
Faith Bible Chureh on Orchurd
Luke Road in Farmingtan
Hills, believes God had a hund
in his chirch’s renovation.

Members transformed the
former VFW Hall located on
Orchnrd Lake Rond south of’
10 Mile into a place of wor-
ship,

The originat building
opened in 1948 and housed the
Farmington Hills-Brodhead
VEW Post 2269.

Flutur works as the acting
principal/teacher’s consultant
it The O'Connel School at
27400 12 Mile Road in
Farmington Hills.

He was the shop and com-
puter tencher at Boys and Girls
Republic in Farmington Hills
for I+ years.

The nondenominational
Bible congregation had rented
space at the Seventh Day
Adventist Church on 10 Mils
near Middlebelt in Farmington
Hills since 1990.

“As a rental, there's only sa
many places you can go.” said
Flutur, a Farmington Hills res-
ident. The congregation draws
ahout 200 members weekly.

+The veterans group, which
had about 200 members, anly
had a handful of active mem-
bers who took care of the hall,
Flutur said. “They combined
with a postin Howell” he s'nd

A mural of a fighthouse greets folks
who come to the church,

“It was a snd day for them but
they were very happy to sell it
to us. As God works, if we had
even put the (church savings)
money into a safe fund, we
would have lost a lot of it.”

Renovations, which cost
$170,000, were far less expen-
sive because church members
ralled up their sleeves and did
much of the work.

“They told us construction
fees were $160-$180 per
square foot,” Flutur suid. "We
figured out what we did was
27 per square foot. When we
called for a wark day. vie'd have
everybody showing up!”

Jerry Potma, a Canadian
friend, pmnltd 2 lighthause

'm! charch fooks much different than before the ramodeling.

Faith Bible pastor has

Faith Bible Church Pastor
Mark Kicft is as at case making
2b Pounds of chili at home for
goests ns he is delivering his
W ly SeTTnons.

cﬁ. a Redford Township
rasident, also worksasa
Sb:umh translator in
Westland's 18th District Court.
+Chireh work, though, is his
sion.
$Every other year, he accom-
piniesa group of 12-18 stu-
. dents on a trip to Mexico to do
waork projects, build homes and
1d vacation bible school.
fint helps him remain fluent
Spanish,
Kieft's parents were' mission-
fics in Mexico for 15 years; he
fis born in Mexico City. The
rand Haven High graduate
d his wife, Carol, were mis-
onaries in Bolivia from 1979-
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“It'’s an Andean country,”
KJeft sald, “We lived at 13,000
feet above sea level, which was
really an expetience. They are
dcmndnnll of the Incea
igstead of the Aztees. That
mnkes a diffe rence, different
Indian languogea:
+After working in Calurndu .

passnon for church work

to the Detroit
area. “This has
been the
longest time in
my life that I
have lived any-
where, the
@8 Detroit nrea,”
i Kieft said.
Seeking stability for their
three daughters, Tascha, 25,
Kathryn, 23, and Rachel, 21,
the Kiefls stayed in north
Redford in the Redford Union
Public School District. The

high school has a small town
feel toit, he said,

Kieft also helped coach the
gitls basketball team at Hilbert
Juniar High and has connected
with nearby Farmington High
School, on Shinwassce just n
fow blocks away from the
church.

“They had a teennger who
0D (overdosed) there,” Kicft
said. “When that happened I
was involved a little bit with
some of those folks, I said, ‘I'm
avallable, I'm across the street
ifyou need help™”

He's been contacted by the
school to provide pastoral help
if the need arises during the
war in Iraq.
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mural in three duys. “The
tighthouse is our Jogo,” Flutur
said. A lurge window cross
adorns the multipurpose room,
which is used by the youth
group under the direction of
David Berglin, the youth pas-
tor.

The church found a $1,500
sound board for $300 and
wired extra speakers, Flutur
said.

Members hast Cafie Hope, 2
coffice house open to the com-
munity, from 7-10 p.m. the first
Friduy of the monh.

They sold the large refrigera-
tor to anather VFW hall an
used that money to purchase 2
new refrigerator, dishwasher
and microwave.

‘What was once used as the
bar area is the “Wee Worship
Room” for young children. The
bathroom was renovated to
accommndate people with dis-
abilities,

“We have a lot of young fam-
ilies,” Flutur said. "We aren’ta
rich church ... God has provid-
ed for us, but we are still strug-
gling, It's neat to see huw God
has provided for us.”

As they approached the
church opening Feb. 9 of this
year, for instance, they stili

PMCICS BT 20 SRERLR | TIATY MQI0GRAPMER.

Church Elder Rob Flutur recalts the extensive remodeling of the former YFW hall,

needed chairs. “We got 100
folding chairs from Nardin
Pask for $1a piece.” Flutur
said.

Hawever, the $14,000 car-
peting bill is seill out on
Flutur’s credit card.

Chris McCaskin, a
Farmington resident, and for-
mer paraprofessional for
Farmington Public Schools,
volunteered time to paint the

member who works as a media
specialist for Walled Lake
Public Schools; and Peter
Ward, a Ferndale resident and
a high schoeol teacher for
Southficld Christiant Schoal.
lives in Redford Township; Members will hold a square
Mike Adams, a Detroiteranda  dance May 16. For more infor-
licutenant in the Detroit Police  mation, call the church at
Department; John Shaw, 2 (248) +26-0096.

Livonia resident and a former
Clarenceville school board

church. Flutur heiped him
become a Christian, and
MeCaskin wanted to return
the favor.

Qther church elders include
Mark Kief, the pastr, who
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