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CC rallies
to defeat
Light & Life

Y PAUL BEAUDRY
STAFF WRITER

Jf there wns any baschall
team that felt the effeets of last
week's sloppy weather, it was
Redford-Detroit Catholic
Central. CC had a Saturdny
doubleheader scheduled with
Brother Rice and a Monday
single game with ‘Thylor Light
and Life na it was. Bt poor
weather forced the Shamrocks
into a Sunday doubleheader
with Brother Rlee, i
five games in three days,
Shamracks enme ot of it in
decent shape, drapping both
games to Rice on Sntnrday, but
winning their next three gnmes
to improve to 5-2 averall and 3+
2in the Catholic League's
Central Division,

“Fhat's n lot of gamies and ©
Tot of tnings on n piching stafl
early In the year” CC conch
John Salter sald. “Ith not
slways casy.”

Astunlly, CC was getting
thumped on Monday by Light
and Life, trailing -2 heading
into the bottom of the sixth
fnning. But the Shamrocks
exploded for nitie rina - helped
by Rynt Gallagher’s grand slam
« jn thie battom of the frame to
earn the win. “It wis unother
case of us comlng from behind,”
Salter suid. “Our hittlng has
been goud other than Saturday,
but even when we were shut
out twlee by Rice, we still hit
the ball hurd.*

Greg Marrone (1-0) earned
the win for CC, while Jason
Glngel! got the save. Caleh
Ramcy took the luss for Light
and Life - a Division 4 finalist
Jast year. The bats were going
strong on Sunday far the
Shamrocks s they swept the
Cubs - 11-1 In the opener and
20-5 in the nighteap after a 13-
run fourth innlng. Kyle
Crepeau wos £-for-6 in the

doublehender with two doubles
and two RBI, Jell Schulz wns 3-
far-6 with an KT double,
Gallagher had # pair of hits, a

« walk, was hit by a plteh and
ecored three thnes, and Eric
Vojtkofsky wns 2-for-2 with a
pair of ritns scored.

Knights
stymie
Whalers
in Game 6

A day after playing perhaps
their hest game of the Ontario
Haockey League playoff scason,
the Mymouth Whalers scem-
ingly lost their focus, their com-
posure - and with it - the
game,

Snturday’s 5-1loss to the host
London Knlghts at John Labatt
Centre in Game No. 6, however,
svas so0n Lo be forgotten (sce
relnted story).

Mike Stathopoulos led the
Knights with a gonl and two
assista, Daniel Bois contributed
n gonl and an assist and Corey
Perry had two assists,

London struck for four
first-period goals, two of
them on the power play. Ryan
Hnre opened the scoring at
3:55 of the first; power-play
fgonls by Bois and Kyle Quincey
followed at 7:29 and 12:38.
Rick Steadman's scorc at 19:12
made it 4-0 and put Whaler
goalie Paul Drew on the
bench.

Jeff Weber replaced him for
the second and third periods.

He gave up Stathopoulos’
g(l:lnl at 5:55 of the sccond pesi-
od.

Jonas Fiedler scored
Plymouth's only goal, on the
power play with 0:47 left in the
second period. David Liffiton
assisted.

The Whalers were called
for 22 penalties in the game,
which included three 10-
minute misconducts, three
five-minute fighting penalties,
three unspommmllill::
conduct minorsand o
two-minute penalty for insti-
gating.

London was whistled
for 19 penalties, with one
game misconduct, three five-
minute fighting penalties
and a five-minute slashing
penalty.

Chris Houle stopped 27 of 28
shots on gonl for({:c Knights.
Drew and Weber combined for
20 soves on 25 shots.

London was 2-of-8 on the
power play, while Plymouth
wns 1-0f-7.

Whalers advance to conference final, 4-2

BY C.J. RISAK
STAFF WRITER

Gotta make the plays.

1t's the only path to a cham-
pionship. When the situation
presents itself, a player has to
find a way. On Monday in
Game Scven of their Ontario
Hockey Laague series againit
the London Knighta, the
Flymouth Whalers found their
way, beating a team that was n
borderline nemesis, 4-2, in
front of 3,115 fans at
Plymouth’s Compuware Arena.

The victory ended a 10-day
journey for the Whalera
against a London team that
possessed less talent and o
worse record during the
Ontario Hockey League's regu-
lar season, a team that has
bedeviled them in recent sea-
sons.

In two previous playofT loss-
esto the Knights, in 1999 and
2002, it scemed it was morca
matter of the Whalers finding
ways to losc than making the
necessary plays to win. On
Monday at Compuware, the
chance to reverse that before it
could be labeled a trend was
there,

‘The crupting cheers could be
clearly heard down the hall
from the Whalers' lackerroom
afterward. "That," explained
‘Whaler Karl Stewart, "is just
two years of frusteation coming
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out.” Tt had all come down to

this,a howd

mysteri minor

penalty with 1:49 left; when
the Knights pulled Houle for
another attacker, they hada

gar
the winner advancing, to play
Kitchener for the OHLs
Western Conference title. It
proved to be a game very simi-
Inr to the first four games of
the series, all decided by one
goal.

‘The first two periods decided
nothing: the teams were knat-
ted at 2-all. Ten minutes of the
third period went by — no
change. After 12, it was still the
same.

With less than cight minutes
remaining the Whalers' Chris
Thorburn got a good chance.
He got a couple of them, but
they missed.

Then with under seven min-
utes to go, on an innocuous-
looking play from just inside
the Knights' blue line, John
Vigilante drifted from right to
Teft until he was positioned
right in front of the London
net. He fired a long, hard, low
shot through n gathering
crowd in front.

And London gonlie Chris
Houle missed it. It went past
him on his right. Vigilantc’s
unassisted goal gave Plymouth
n3-2 lead,

More blg-rlny opportunities
became available. Whaler
goalie Paud Drew drewn

On a face-off outside the
Whaler zone, Stewart lost the
draw but did not give up on the
play. He lunged at the loose
puck, just trying to get his stick

“onit

“All T was thinking was pres-
sure, pressure,” he said. His
effort was rewarded; he
nudged the puck, tipping it
past the London defenseman
and into the Knights' zone. No
one could stop him; Stewart
put the game away with his
cmpty-net, unassisted goal, ,
seored with :35 left.

“These guys were motivated
from the get-go,” said Whalers'
coach Mike Vellueci. “One
thing London taught us:
You've got to work every shift.
Talent won't (win) it for you.”

In the first six games of the
series, the team that scored
first won. In Game Seven, the
Knights' Kyle Quincey slid a
shot toward goal that Danny
Bois tipped past Drew, allow-
ing London to draw first blood
8:57 into the first period.

‘The Whalers showed they
would not be outworked, how-
cver. Playing shorthanded,
Sean Thompson and Chad
LaRos¢ disrupted the Knights'
play at center-ice, LaRose

gaining possession and carry-
ing the puck into the London
z20ne. His initial shot was wide
of the net, but the rebound
came off the back in
front. He shoveled it past
Houle and, with 2:03 left in
the first period, the game was
tied at 1-all.

However, the Whalers’ char-
acter would be tested again
when their play broke down in
the closing seconds of the peri-
od, allowing Dylan Hunter to
score as the buzzer sounded for
a2-1 London lead. Corey Perry
and Ryan Hare assisted,

LaRose, who missed three
games in the series on a sus-
pension from a high-stick
penalty, proved just how valu-
able he was when took a pass
from Cole Jarrett to the left of
the Knights' net and dished it
to Stewart coming down the
slot. Stewart scored with 16:26
left in the second period and
the game was tied at 2-all.

Setting the stage for & third
period that would decide the
series, “Both teams worked
hard,” said London coach Dale
Hunter. “That's all I ask, that
they work hard. They did their
best.

“We had our chances, That’s
the way it goes sometimes.”

And this time fate favored
Plymouth.
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SM%(E? OR HAVE YOU QuIT?

Either way, you may be able to be a part of an
importaht lung screening study for healthy men
and women between the ages of 55 and 74.

The University of Michigan Health System is looking for volunteers for the National Lung Screening Trial
(NLST). Smoking puts men and women at risk for lung cancer. NLST is comparing spiral CT scans to chest X-
rays to find out if one is more effective than the other at lowering lung cancer deaths.
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For more information, please

call UMHS Cancer Center Answerline at 1-800-865-1125 M-F, 9-4:30, messages accepted after hours
or the Cancer Information Service at 1-800-4-CANCER (1-800-422-6237).

#atlonal Cancer Institute, Natlonal Institutes of Health, Department of Health and Human Servces
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CONGRATULATIONS

Suburban Hockey
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Congratulations to the Rochester Racers,
Bantam B champions of the Bay City
_Puck of the Irish Tournament!

e s €l

kit com ol

o
N L




