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Countywide views of new state school measures vary

BY SUE BUCK
STAFF WROER

Lrafe Buuer, n consultant for
research,, eealuatlon and
aysessment for Oakland
Schools, compuared o new fed-
el stantard for schools sue-
cess to medicine during n
puned discusaion am the topic
April 9.

Only ‘Title 1 schools, which
receive federal funding to help
close the nehievement gap for
Tow income students, will be
affected by No Child 1Left
Hehind sanctions for not meet-
ing adequate yearly progress
on assessiment tests,

“it's like the federal govern-
meat coming into doctors and
snying all doctars must be pro-
ficient in healing ull their
patients by the year 2013+
2014, Bater suid. “But only
you doctors who serve tow-
income patients will be sanc-
tioned if you don't proficiently
treat adl your patients by 2013«
20147

All Title I schools have been
tracking AYP since 1996, snid
Larry Thomas, director of
school quality for Onkland

Schools, Until this year, it was
caleulnted using a completely
different formula and in ol
four content nreas - reading,
muathy, selence and sockn] stud-
fes, Thomns said.
Reauthorization of the
Elementary and Secondnry
Educntion Act, by which
NCLB iy lll!() known, ndded
Hise b

ment. He'd like to sce private
sehools included in the process
Dbeciuse now only public and
charter schools are involved.
"We believe educating
child tnkes an enormona
parameter of different things,
with art, musie, physical edu-
eatlon, actlvity programm, and
athleties, und wlf these other

Y,
parente] ehofces and rescarch-
based reform pleces, he ndded,

AYP comprises the "teeth™ of
accountability, The state-
defined assessment is the
Michigan Educational
Assessment Program,

Bauer projects that by 2013
every district in Oaklund
County will probably be identi-
fied for school improvement.

“Ihis does not mean the
school is failing,” Baver said.
*That'’s not what the legislation
i

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT

components,” Beiter said. *By
anly snylng that we are testing
reading assel math, X
message to the district of
wherve schoo! improvement
should be, That's bothersome
10 me during budgetary times,

We desperately need o get our
parents involved in this
proce.

Teachers are fenrful that
they might be out of & job in
four or five years, Beiter said.
Sanctions for fuilure to meet
AYP after four to six years
could force schoals ta undergo
complete reorganization.
Included in the list of possibili-
tics are firing staff members,

Duave Beiter, super-
intendent for curriculun: for
Lake Orion Community
Schaols, said his district is
focused on schao) improve-

ly reducing adminis
tration, reorganizing as a char-
ter school or lengthening the
school day or year,
Even at two or three years,

districts will be required to use
Title 1 funds to provide trans-
portation to students who
exercise their option to move
to a school within the district
thit mecin AYP

LiMITED RESOURCES

Districts have lmited
resonrees, snld B Hamitton,
awsistant superintendent for
eurriculum for the Walled
Lake Consolldated Schoal
District.

“When your focus is so
strong on these areas and you
only have n certain number of
dollars to go around, what
gives?” he asked. * Alot of our
administrators are wondering,
‘What happens to the fine arts
progeam, things that are
important to students, parents
and the fine arts community?™”

Hamilton advises looking at
AYP with caution.

~The playing field is not the
same for those buildings which
are not Title I buildings and
those which are;” Hamilton
said,

When this legislation went
through, even noted liberat

Demnerat Sen, Edward
Kennedy did nat huve objee-
tions to this, nor did education
watchdog groups, Beiter safd,

“The devil 3 in the details
and the details are s0 maxi-
wized,” Austin said, “Mikdmg
resaurees from the sehoots
whieh nwed it the ot first is
not addressing the hig pieture”
Everyotu shioubd write thele
Tatars, Bedter sabid, "Yiu
will see parents rising up as
they see progrums heing climi-
nated hecause the focus in the
district will have to shift. Local
contrl has been, "We want it
and the local board puts itin
place!

“Now our boss is the state
and federal government telling
us, “You will do this)”

Austin advised media who
attended the panel discussion
to get beyond the nine-word
pund bites™ and Jook at whi
is really included in the legistn-
tion.

ANOTHER VIEW

Tony Derezinski, associnte
exeeutive director for govern-
ment relations for the

Michigan Association of
school Boards, spoke on the
1e at the April 18
Farmington School Board
meeting

“There’s w rhetorie issie
Tere, e sadd, refirring to lan-
somige used in wide-spread
mealia attention on the subject,

The lnw deseribes schoutsns
thase which are it need of
fmprovement, wnd doese’t
deseribe them ay “Mlling”
schools, "The press always
seems ty say they ure fulllng
and that’s not what the
wys.” Derezinski snid.
ski ix asking local
schoal districts to write him
nbout any problems they see
with NCLB, the effeet it is
already having, and come up
with solutions and recommien-
dations, He believes the Act
has finws and needs to be
amended. “There is no funding
for o lot of the services, the
supplemental servi
1runsportition servi

suid. “We're not snying it
shauld be repealed, but it does
need fixing.”
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FROM PAGE Al
annunl state objective thresh-
old

For reading and English lan-
guige arts, scores needed to
reflect at Jeast 38 percent at
the elementary school level
and 31 percent an the middle
school level. In the mathemat-
ics eategory the cutoff was 47
percent for elementary and 31
pereent for middle schools,

It varies from building to
building, but we are well
above,” said Kris Gekiere,
director of school improve-
ment and accreditation for
Farmington Public Schools. .

‘The state came to those cut-

off numbers by ranking all cle-
mentary schools based on their
scores. Then they counted up
to the 20th percentile and
that's where they set the stan-
dard, Gekicre snid.

High school reports are
expected in the fall,

“They are waiting for cnough
data. They have to be able to
o back three years of data and
they don't have enough data
together”

‘The newly released scorces are
«espeeially important for Title 1
clementary schools William
Grace, Beechview, Lanigan and
Wood Creek. Only the Title T
schools would be subject to
sunctions that increase in
severity for each year the school
does not make AYP.
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*They were higher than the
mark,” Gekiere suid of those
buildings.

Title I is a federal program
designed to help close the
achievement gap for low-
income students, Schools in
communities that meet federal
income requirements are cligi-
ble for Title I funds. The funds
are used to help provide a vari-
cty of services to students.

dates for private schools.

“They can only forcc you to
do something when it is tied to
funding,” Gekiere said, “They
can’t make mandates on you if
they don't fund it. That's why
the only clout that they have is
with Title I, because of the
funding”

Sanctions for Title I schoals
begin with school improve-
ment plans, corrective action

Schoals can impl Title
I programs as cither “Turgeted
Assisted,” for identified stu-
dents only, or “Schoolwide,”
which focuses services on all
students. Title I programs h.

or restr 3

In Phase 11, for example, the
school district must offer stu-
dents who are enrolled in the
school the option to transfer ta
other schools in the district not
Sertifed for i

ve
a strong parent in
addition to the education com-
ponent for students.
There aren't similar man-
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Eight- and 13-week classes in five Metro Detroit locations.
Enroll now for spring/summer classes at Wayne State University.

Spring/Summer Term: May 5 to August 23

Spring Session Begins May 5

IVERSITY
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Summer Session Begins June 25
The Brightest Idea This Summer ...

NE STATE . Woerld-Class Education
in the Real World™

or imp! on
aspace available basis, and
provide or puy for transporta-
tion within certain cost limits.

In Phase V restructuring, the
school district must continue to
offer the transfer option and
supplemental services. It must
choose one of five actions which
include: reapening the school
as u charter school; replacing all
ar most of the school stafl' who
are relevant to the failu
make AYP; enter into a contrict
to huve an outside organization
with & recard of ellectiveness
operate the school; turn the
aperation of the school over to
the state, if'the state agrees; or
restructure the school's gover-
nance arrangements in ancther
way that makes fundamental
reforms,

In June, the 2002 and 2003
reports will be issued for the
clementary nnd middie schoo)

levels, Gekiere said,

Gekicre said she and Sumir
Haddad, dircetor of bilingual
cducation, have attended every
meeting on NCLB.

She docsn't anticipate any
problems in the future.

“We should he fine,” she said.
“When it really comes into ply
for the higher achieving school
districts are 2009 and 2010
swhen they start to get up
toward 100 percent.”

However, the Elementary
and Secondary Edueational
Act must be re-authorized
prior (o the 2013-14 school
year deadline.

“Who knows, it may chunge
again,” Gekiere said.
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Visit us during our
OPEN HOUSE

This Thursday, Friday,

Saturday & Sunday
April 17th, 18th, 19¢h and 20th
from 12:00 - 6:00 p.m. &

g

* Spacious one and two
bedroom apartmens homes 8

*» Optional services: lunch
and dinner, housckeeping
and laundry services are
all avallable

« Cuurtesy mansportation
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Redefining Retivement e eng

NOPEIMARC Uy,

<. (877) WSU-INFO

« Excellent oh and off-site
social activitics

o Excellent focation

* So much mate!




