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Land use
committee
starts work

BY KURT KUBAN
STAIT WRUIR

Area resfdents will get their
ehiance next week 1o apeak up
abant urhan sprawd aned the
capld Tosa of open rpaee 10
development.

The Michigan Land Use
Leadershlp Connell, fornsed by
Gov. Jennifer Grimholm, will
be holdlng a public hearing at
the Gaklnnd County u(nmi'nr
Cammilssioners Auditorium
Monday. 1t will he one of six
hearings the couneil will hold
statewide in April.

Grunholo fornied the coun-
il us one of her first nets 2
governor, because of her con-
cern about urban sprawl, She
is hoping the council can find
a way to balance the need for
economic growth with the
nccessity of curbing the loss of
open space.

“Among the results | look for
from this council is finding a
way for us to preserve sur nat-
ural treasures while promoting
economic growth in our state,
We must strike a balance, and
the conperation and consensus
aof the stakeholdérs around
this table will be keys to our
success,” Granholm said last
tnonth.

The council is composed of
26 members, who represent n
plethora of different factions.
‘Fhere are bath Democrat and
Republican state lnwmakers,
as well as environmentalists
such as Lana Pollock of the
Michigan Environmental
Council, and development
proponents, like Gil White of
the Michigan Asseciation of
Realtors.

‘The council is co-chaired hy
former governor Willinm
Milliken and former attorney
geacral Frank Kelley.

“We have a very diverse
group, You name it, we have it
‘There are people on this coun-
cil from all spectrums of socie-
ty. We have some people you
waouldn't think would sit at the
same table with each other,”
said State Rep. Ruth Johnson,
R-Holly Township, who isa
member of the council,

Johnson represents many of
the mast rural Qakland
Caunty townships, including
Addison, Brandon, Orion and
Oxford, where land use issues
arc hot topics. Those arens are
starting to see the growth that
has been a big part of other
Onkland County communitics
for several decades.

*“Qakland County wasn't
originally scheduled to have
any hearings, but I requested
that be changed, beeause,
think we have almost every
type of land izsue you can
have;” snid Johnson, who will
-attend the hearing Monday.

Johnson said the council
will deal with a number of
issues, incleding urban revital-
ization, the preservation of
apen space and land-based
industries like farming, cco-
nomle policics related to infra-
structure, and regional coordi-
nation of planning. In the end,
the gual is to come up with
rew land usc laws.

‘The publie hearings are &
way for resldents and local
public officials to add some-
thing to the debate, Johnson
sald council members are
loaking for "both concerns and
ideas”

Johuson sald Jt is critienl for
the state'’s residents to Flny a
llun In the process anc have n

hand in shaplng the future of
Innd use isnuca, She liopes
people witl take advantage of
the opportunity by appearing
at one of the hearings.

*I can't think of anything
more important than a public
meeting 'l’,:rom you make rec-
ommendntions and taws,
think the public meetings arc
the curnierstone of what we are
trying 1o do," she snid.

The Oakland County Board of
Commissloners Auditotlum is focated
211200 K. Telegraph Road In Pontlac.
There will be two sepatale hearing
times, from 3-5 p.m. and again from
630-830p.m.
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French students w

Student Beverl,
offered a presentation about
the Maybach, a Chrysler litn-
ousing, W her inother, Barbara.

Barbara understood a little
of the langunge her donghbter
spoke, “I'm from Canade, so |
should knaw sone” she sadil
with a langh.

Soulth anl fellow stucents
Kelly Voigt and Knnyini
Gupta prepared their presenti-
tlon ('llmp‘rll‘ with o rose l
hrochure wnd o prioted cus-
fomer survey with an English
translation.

Anne Dllotio, Jackie
Duchene and Sarah Ring put
wgether u dlorma-type dis-
phny ta shaw how the Jeep
Wrangler can be driven any-
where in the great outdoors.
They created u poster to pro-
mote the SUV's mast W

works in sales. SiKom, wha isa
custamer, canie to them asking
for some help and direction.

Slavghter sald, "\We don't
turn down o many requests
10 come to school”

The deatership even apened
its doors to 24 students, who
dectnred the field trig the best
they'd ever taken, SiKors said

Michael Omatosn, n Troy
research anolyst und native of
Englnid, offered the studentx
feedback eritiue and spoke to
clusses about the vulne of
wpesking more than ene lun-
gunge.

He also tatked alout the
broad spectnan of careers it
the auto Industey,

“I'n friends with Mary Beth
SiKoru und she suked meif |
would nsslst,” snid Omintosn.
“1his is the first time 1've scen
something like this”

During one exercise,
Omatosa had  fist of English
words and students gave him
the Prench translatlon.

students to came with the right
waords,

“While they were here, we
had just gotten the proj
Dilorio sail. “We were still
brainstorining useful phrases
and important thisgs people
lonk faz 1t by test of
AT COmMIY 1 skills,
Ty knew as much English s
we knew Freneh”

The event was designed to
Bl the pap between learn-
it Frenel (fom w teatbook
.lmd speuking it eonversatiognl-

v,

Students made the transition
witlea funsfilled, entertaining
v

(RHN
The Bob Scllers Pontine-
GMC deadership in
Farmington Hills provided a
2003 Pontiac Vibe for display
outside af school.

“We hrought the car to make
realistic as an avto

At 1e6t, Bth grader Anne Dilorlo presents informatlon about the Juep wrangler
{0 French, She worked with Jackle Duchene and Sarah Ring to develop thelr
presentation.

those who due’t, he xaid.
“Fangainges are impartant

atickers, pens and pencils for
corTect unsw

Besides French, Omatoss
knows German and Rtalian.

for giobal training. It
st thronghout your

innpor-

e was jed by

qualities and worked with
Nack }:

Keith Wilson, the generl He handed out s variety of Having foreign linguage skills

French B
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