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Bizarre plans would gut
state’s MEDC program

-

FLansing. i
Four Republican lawmakers want to snatch
gg million from the budget of the Michigan
nomic Development Corp. and use it to
pstore grants for high school students scoring
11 on the Michigan Educational A
m test.
The iden is to take $35.5 million in MEDC
cbemtinx money from the state’s general fund,
$14 million in Indian casire moncy that goes to
the MEDC and $10 million in
tohacco settlement money that
funds high-technology projects.
That adds up to $60 million,
just about enough to restore the
cuts Gov, Jennifer Granhol

El'om bizarre it can anly be b ing in
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devel entirely el ing the
MEDC would be like unilaterally eliminating our
nuclear weap: bility just before negotiat

ing with the North Koreans about theirs.
Politically, the idea is begulling but dangerous,
Plainly, fat college scholarships for thousands of kids

Canadian trash issue gets
state politicians in a frenzy

i ¢ don't want your stinkin’ Canadian
trash.”

That's the message that state politi-
cians are hearing loud and clear from their con-
stituents. The ideu that Canadian cities are
delivering their trash, some of it patentially haz-
ardous, to local landfills has raised the hackles
of resid: 't hout the Detroit metro area,

but a good skirmish could do her some good.
The US. Supreme Court has thrown a
wrench in any state attempts to control
importation of trash, ruling that interstiute
commerce is the preserve of the federal gov-
crnment. The court has also ruled that
importing foreign waste is protected by the

who inay or may not need them is better politics
than helping Michigen’s economy prosper by help-
ing businesses through the MEDC. But some day,
those kids on scholarships are going 10 be leaving
ccllege and needing jobs. No MEDC, fewer good
jobs; no good jobs, those well-cducated kids will be
leaving Michigan to pursue their careers elsewhere,
A fascinating subplot in all this has to do with the
N H now being g 4 by the Michi
State Chnfnbcr of Commerce, certainly the most

proposes making in the
Michigan Merit Scholarshi

in the state in promoting
the interests of the business community.
Al

program. And it would Jeave the
MEDC with around $65 million
in its 2004 budget, almost all of
it federa] Community
Devclopment Block Grant
funds earmarked to pass
through to local governments.
Make no mistake about it, if adopted, the net
ect of this proposal would be to gut the MEDC,
the independent agency charged with attracting

the State Chamber is nctively lobby-
ing legislators to eliminate the MEDC. No less than
three chamber staff operntives have been meeting
with key legislators to urge defunding of the agency.

1 called Jim Barrett, the president of the State
Chamber, to ask what's going on, since so faras [
know the chamber board of dircctors has not
taken an officia] position.

“How come; T asked Barrett, "the state’s leading
pro-business organization is actively lobbying against
lhs_‘n::huln, business agency in state go 7

c

irew jobs and helping business growth in Mi
lz'e;dvcw.-rmlm:l‘hnxt!u:M}!DCwszstzumn:,y
Republican Gov. John Engler, Never mind that the
MEDC has been recognized by Site Selection maga-
zine five years In a row as among the top 10 eco-
nomic development outfits in the country, Never
mind that over its six-year history, the MEDC has
spurred more than $72 billion in private investment
ichigan, helped create 231,000 new,
the

state’s tax revenue

«. At a time when our ccorvmy is In the doldrums
and Michigan's unemployment rate ia at a nine-
year high, why would anybody be crazy enough to
want to cripple the state’s very successful eco-
nomic development program? The only two
motives pathological enough to Justify such self-
mutilation are [deology and politics.

Ideologically, look no further than the free-

market fanatics at the Mackinac Center for
Public Policy, who call the MEDC “Michigan's
chief dispenser of corporate welfare” and want
the MEDC to be “climinated entirely” A curious
charge, as only a very small portion of the 6,000
Michigan busincsses the MEDC helps each year
gets any financlal assistance; most get free help
with worker's compensation cost counseling, site
focation services and worker recruitment and
truining. As virtually every vther‘stulc inthe

higan Chamber is ad reduc-

North American Free Trade Agreement.
Cynicism aside, Granholm asd others who
have taken up the issue are right to be agitated

by the importation of Canadian waste. Just
this past January, Toronto closed its own land-
£ill and began to truck alf its waste this way,

Last year, according to rescarch by the
WSU students, Michigan imported 3.8 mil-
lion tons of trash. Twwenty percent of all trash
dumped in Michigan is foreign. Every day,
200 trucks cross the Blue Water and
Ambassador bridges loaded with trash, most
of it going to a landfill in Sumpter Township.

That trash is a potential health risk. Toxic
gases and leaching from the landfill are pol-
luting our air and water.

Of course, we have to dump our own trash (we
even send some of our taxic trash to Canada). For
years there has been a lively debate on Landfills vs.
incineration, with landfills grnerally getting the
environmental nod. Neither system is perfect.

We need to continue the good efforts we have
made to limit, recycle and control our trash. A bill

is currently being considered to expand the deposit
Law to include more jes, It f it

Several weeks ago, a group of Wayne State
University students asked the Obsesver &
Eccentric Newspapers ta run a survey on the
issuc ns part of a class project. They polled
more than 300 people, about half of them
OXE readers.

The averwhelming major-
ity favors banning importa-
tion of all foreign trash
(which would violate the
North American Free Trade
Act) or at Jeast limiting what
is allowed to prohibit those
items that Michigan cities
and husinesses are prokibit-
ed from dumping. Some of
the side notes attached to
the survey showed just how
vituperative some people are
on the issue.

That kind of reaction is surc to catch the cars
of any semi-awnke politician, It’s a win-win for
any fast-on-his-or-her-feet pol. They get to rail
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tions in g pending,” Barrett respond
ed. “We don't support increasing state taxes or
fees, so it would be irresponsible not to cut
spending, including that of the MEDC.

“Does that mean you're supporting the propos-
al being made to gut.the MEDC?”

*I'm not familiar with any specific proposals
from specific legislators,” parried Barrett. He
refused to say i(s:my aof his chamber staffers were
actually lobbying legislators.

It looks to me as though the Statc Chamber — for
whatcver reasons — is in the middle of saying one
thing and doing another. But thats what tends to
happen when you mix ideclogy with politics, One
wonders what the businesses that contribute to the
chamber's budget think about what's going on.

In any event, the plot to cripple the MEDC isa
bad idea and lhnultr summarily be killed.

FYI: Gov. Granholm has proposed a 20-per-
cent cut in MEDC funding, which secms to me
reasonable in light of current economic condi-
tions. Let the record also show that | serve as the
vice chair of the MEDC's Executive Comuaittee,
50 | have a stake in this argument.

Phil Power I the chairman of the board of the company that
owns this newspaper. He would be pleased to get your reac-
tions to {his cofumn either at (734) 953:2047 o 2t
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against foreign trash, come out strong for the
i make di ing remnrks about
Canada (which stayed home during the just-
completed conflict in Iraq) and only offend a in aletter to one of the WSU students,
few landfilk and the ities that  Granholm makes this point: *... while out of
receive fees from them (oh, yeah, and Canadn).  state waste is a serious problem, 80 percent of
All the stars were right for Gov, Jennifer the total trash put in our landfills comes from
Granholm to bravely go where every other Michigan, and we must work to reduce the
politician was rushing. On Monday, the day amount of solid waste we create.”
before Earth Day (did you celehrate?), Proposals by Granholm include increasing
Granholm appeared at 2 rally in Madison landfill inspections, limiting what the state
Heights as part of a Don't Trash Michignn wil} allow in out-of-state trash and increasing
camgaign, organized by s group that includes  the cost of dumping in Michigan. She also
unions, environmentalists and church groups.  supports expanding the bottle deposit law.
She is asking the federnl government to Rep. Paul Gideghem, D-Clinton Township, hus
give states more control over regulating trash.  two proposals that deal directly with the fssue, but
pecifically, Granholm supports legislati that some say woukl not pass muster with the
that allows states to prohibit any trash that courts. House Bill 4098 would require other
tains jtems that Michi| idents are states or the province of Ontario to follow the
not supposed to dump — deposit bottlesand  same strict dards for dumping as Michi
cans, batteries, oil, ete. including bans on metor 6il and batteries. House
Granholm, a native Capadian, is takingup ~ Bill 4099 would require Canada to separate and
the cudgel with the usual energy of a religious dispose of returmable bottles andd cans.
convert. After all, during the gubernatorial Sure it's an easy “let's go get ‘em” (or politi-
paign, her op ick Posth cians. But if they succeed, we'll all be better off.
accused her of lacking solid Michigan values,

of actually being tainted with Canadian val-  Hugh Gallagher is L managing editar of the Observer

ues. What an opportunity to shaw just how Newspapers. He can be reached by phone at (734) 953-

strong her Michigan values arc. 2149, by e-mail 2 hqa'fagher@oe homecomm net of by
She says she doesn's want to start a trash war,  fax at (734) 5917279,
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