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Artist Club, Arts Council present 2003 Festival awards

BY JOM RUBRLD
STAPF wrITER

‘The Farmington Aren Arts
Cauncil celebrated the com-
tmunity's best and brightest
artistic talenta during an
awards ceremony held Sunday
as part of their Featival of the
Arts.

Winner of the Distinguished
Service to the Arts Award was
the Farmington School
District/Cominunity Musical,
which stages an annunl pro-
duction under the direction of
Dean Cobb.

“It's an oppartunity by a lot

of hard-working people to get
everyane in the community
involved,” said Jim Liska,
Chaleman of the 2003 Artist-
In-Resldence Canmnittee. “and
the appreciation comes Lo e
involvement.”

Cohls expressed thunks to
everyone who had been
{nvalved with Whe musleal sinee
its inception in 1993, from cast
membiers to those who worked
Dbehlesd the acenes, e safd he
and his wile, Sue, tried to come
up with a llst of names, but
stopped counting at 150,

Often entire families will get
tnvolved in the productions,

which regularly selt out during
thelr annual run. Only resi~
dents who live In the
Farmington School Dlstrlet or
schoo] district employees can
participate.

“Its nat unusual to watch
petformens on stage fram alx to
nixty-aix years old,” sald
Farmington Moyur James
Mitchell, wio expressed high
praise for the program.

Inits 981h year, the
Varmington Artist Club pre-
sented awnrds for it annual
Jjurled exhibition, Judged by
‘Michact Sevick, currently an
nstructor of art, murnd paint-

ing, watercolor, artist bookmak-
ing and drawing at the
University of Michigan-Flint.

Fiest place went to Jed
Fellwock for her acryllc
abstract, “Thmoreaw's Dreams™;
secand plave, Heglna Dunne'’s
dmnmt{o porteait, "he Conch™;
a partralt ttled “Eva,” by Nancy
Hurd took Sed place; aed
Suzanne Hauman fititngly won
Mh plnce honors with her
Incorporation of that number In
an abstract titled “Four™,

“The Grumbacher Awand for
best use of color went to Regina
Dunne’s *Sentinel of the West,”
which incorporated a south-

western color scheme.

Club president Allco Nichols,
sparting a tradernark hat, sald
Farmington Artist Clib mem-
bers bring their talents into the
community, working with sen-
jor citleens whoae wotka were
also displnyed at the Costlck
Center. Also, through the ‘Art
Smart” program, nrtlsts bring
portfolios Into the classroom.

*We have some very, very tal-
ented, creative people in the
Farmington area,” ahie sald, not-
Ing cluby membiera come £mm
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Haroun Alameddine presented
special recognition to Paul and
Fern Barber, who are retising
alter more than three decades
of setvice to the community
through Farmlngton Bchools
and the ¥arenington
Community Band,

“The cauple formed the
group In 1966 an a way o
encoutage people to get
{nvolved,

*Ihey ato extromely dedlcat-
ed to serving our cummunity,’
Alameddine sald, "We have all
benefited from their drenm.”

the
area,
Arts Commlssion member
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¥ern Batbor, who was
appointed to the Arts
Cammission in 1980, said the
award waa n tremendous sur-

ptine.

“Itswonderfultoboina
community like this, where so
inany peoplo volunteer,” Paul
Darber said. "I would encour-
nge you to keep volunteering
and be a part of that, so the
community is nlwnya as vital aa
It s today” ’

The couple received a plece
of bronze art created by 2002
Astist in Resldence Bernadette
Zachara-Marcos.

In presenting Fellwock, the
2003 Artiat in Hesldence,
Farmington Hills Mayor
Nancy Bates commented,
*1How fortunate we are to live
in & community that under-
standa and values the healing
natuee of ot

She quoted Fellwoch, who
said she loved the “mystery of
the unknown” that abstract art
represented to her,

“Acrylic and nbstract really
opened doors for me,” sald
ellwock. “It waam m}y 1think
1 could express myself”

Shc doesn't usually have an
idea in mind when she begina
to paint, but usteas flls in lay-
ers and ndds texture until she
begins to ace shapes and
fmages, which she then pur-
sues.

“Itn dilficult to know whena
palnting Is done,” Fellwoek
safd, *1 think they're done
when there no more mnrks 1
can mnke on them. If Lstill
think 1 inve more to say on a
aubject, T go into a series of
work, It givea me a chianee to
renlly explore all the elements
and napects of what P'in trylng
tosay”

1n closing the ceremony,
Hills cultural arts coordinator
Naney Coumoundouros made
a strong pitch for considering
arts ot a luxury, but aneed in
Tife. Schools have started mak-
ing the arts part of core cur-
reulum and hosphials have
mnde use of art in patient ther-
APy

“Bveryone who gets up in the
morning experiences the arts,”
she said. “The arts are all
i\mund us. They'e part of our
ives”

1st place: Ellen Cappo, Mercy
2nd place; Genevieve Mixalko,
North Farmington

3rd place: Noa Kritzer, North
famington

Theee

Dimensional
15t place: Alex Sobolev, Harison
2nd place; Christine Kenerson,
farmington
3rd place: Ashiey Lake,
Farmington
Honorable

mention
Marina Bakhmutska, Harrison;
Kevin Clark, Farmington; lana
Gringauy, North Farmington:
Ashiey Lake, Fanmington; Wendy
McPesk, Farmington; Hilary
Michalak, Farmington; Genevieve
Mihalko, North Farmington: Kelty
Petalo. farmington; Whitney
Sage, Farmington; Avantika
Sharma, Farmington; Meghan
Stewart, Farrnington; Nicole
Stowers, Mercy
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