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Local resident pens community history School officials may

Y JONt HUBKED
STAFS WRITER

A lomgtime Farmington resl-
dent hnx contributed the latest
Installment In a serica of hlato-
ry bookn that document the
making uf America.

Dehea Ann Pawlak's book on
the history of Farmington and
Farmington Hillais part of
Arcadla Publishing’s Making of
Amerien serden, which cele-
beatea Individual communitica
and thelr inlque contributions
ta the country’s character.

Prwlak, n free-lance writer
and syatems analyst for Blue
Cross Dlue Shield, has spectal-

tated

Deabra Ann Pawlak penned the j
I3

{red in writing history
worka for the past several
yeara,

"For sgmo reason, I've fallen
into n history niche,” said the
mother of two grawn children.
“1 belang to an online writer's
group, and a woman in the
group told me Arcadia
Publishing wra locking for
history nuthors.”

ARer Pawlak cantacted rep-
resentatives from Arcadin
Publiahing, they scnt hera
guide to help crenten
proposal, The gulde outiined
whnt the company was look-
Ing for in terms of inforna-
ton,

Like mnuy residents, she
hnd't known much about
Farmington-aren hilstory
hefore undertnking the proj-

Hills PD receives Governor's award

‘The Farmington Hilla Police
Department recelved the

Instatiment of the *Mcking of
Ametica’ setles.

cct, which she warked an for
about a year.

“The only thing (Areadin)
told me was: ‘They were look-
ing for where was the commu-
nity during natlonal cvents? ...
‘The Depreasion, the Civil War”
Pawlak said. *It was kind of
Interesting”

She and her husband
Michael chose to live in
Farmlngton shortly after they
mnrried. They were particular-
Iy taken with Twin Valley
Court and waited until n honte
came up for salc in that area,

‘The Pawlaks ratsed thelr
children, Rachel, a graduate of
the University of Michigan-

indicates the award, named
after former Secretary of State

Dentbarn, and Jonathon, in hl
second yenr as a U of M stu-
dent, In that house, Both chil-
dren attended Parmington
sehools nnd are Fartnington
High graduntes,

Ovee the rnl 4 years,
Fawlak said, she must have
driven pnst the Governor
Warner Mansion on trand
River a mitlion thnes, but
never really knew much abuut
its namesnke.

“I didn't even know what he
oked like,” she ndmitied,
1dding she wns fascinated hy
nnny Farminglon historleal

tgures, like John Power, son of

Tarmington founder Arthur
Power.
Pawlak gives n great deal of

coedit to a team of m]l:(le who

helped her put the
together. Peggy Brand, who
aversees the historical collee-
tion ut the Parmington !
Community Library, provided
heswith tons of materials.

*| would tell her what era 1

wid tooking for and she would

pul the information for me]”

s young girl who appenred to be
holding a school bag. An
entargement revealed the bag
wan actunlly n young boy.

Her frlenda, Linda Wells and
‘Therese Kushnlr, helped with
organbzation; Wells even docu-
mented all the phatoson a
sprendsheet.

“I learned you have to find
peaple wha can do things you
can't, anyd then et them da it
Pawlak sald.

Ax the Varmington history
book taok shape, the moun-
tains of mnterial began organ-
izing themselves Into n story
that has changed the way
Pawlak looks at the community
in which she lives.

In her acknowledgments,
she writes, “Even though I
couldn't cover every single per-
son or event In anc book,
tried to hit the highlights, Asa
result, { sincerely hope that
you, too, will see things around
you alittle differently, and
maybe some of you will be
{nspired to do some research of
your awn.”

Pavluk said, Work on the book

wett on over the summer
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months, when the main library

braich was closed for recon-
stpuction.
Uonnn Ellis scanned old

phatos, whilch took on a llfe of

thir own.

Diten, even the amallest ple-

tures would reveal startling
detnils - tike the shot of o

efforts that ace crucial to

ensuring the highest levels of

traffle aalety posalble”
Eutrics for the award vere

judged by representatives of

he Gov ‘s Traffic Safety

Governor's Teaflic Snlety Richard Austin, recognizes the
Ad\'lmr{‘ lssion’s eward ding contributions the
for the department’s long-term ~ department hns made in work-
commitment to traffic anfety.  ing with the i

The award was presented s

Wednesday at the elghth
annunl Michigan Trafflc
Safety Summit held in Grand
Rapics,

erves.

Pollce Chief William Dwyer
sald, “I'm extdpmely proud of
this ach led 3 rec-

Advisory Commission.
| The Farmington Hills

department was chosen from

agencles that

t
ognizea the department’s and
the ity's cooperatl

vere nominated for this year’s

‘The Qovernot'a C:

Volunteers
helping with
Christmas in
April

This Saturday, more than 100
people in the Farmington area
will be rolling up thelr siceves

to help fix up six homes in coor-

Jinntion with the Oakland
County Chrisunas in April
event.

Recause of the Easter holiday,

the volunteer work day is posts
poned to May 3.

Rick Lamipt, community
development coordinator with
the city of Parmington Hills, ts
otganizing the event along with
meinbers from Orchard United
Methodist Church in
Farmington Hills,

The volunteers are teaming
upt to make Improvements to
homes owned by dlsabled
and/or senjor eltizens not able
to Gnancially or physically keep
up their homes,

Farmington Hills is among
nine Oakland County commu-
nities panticiputing In the
event.

fink grades,

Y SUE BUEX
SIAFF WRITIR

A revised sudent code of
conduct policy is under consid-
cration and will be prescnted
at the 5:30 pon. May 20
Farmington Public Schools
commitiee meceting.

‘e pre-mecting is sched-
uledt 10 deal with this and other
policy issues. The regular 7:30

.m. school buard mecting fol-

loOWS.

The revised policy s expect-
cd to include a rewritten sec-
tion on attendance that could
specify adjusted

attendance

iacusston al an April 28 par-
ent infurmntion meeting at R
Hnrrison,

“Before the grade is redueed,
there In n series of natifica-
tionw,” Zurvalec snid.

Detalls were o be worked
oul this week with legal coun-
sel, she cald.

~Every three Lo five years,
district reviews its Student
Code of Conduct.” Zurvalec

lhr;-

said,
“We're still finalizing it. The
details may change”
Further discussion of student
attendnnce is expected. (}upim
d dod

geades for
~The intent {s to recognize
and give eredit to studenta who
are appropriately not missing
school,” said Farmington
Schools Deputy
Superintendent Sue Zurvalec.
Both Zurvalec and Harrison
Principal Rande Hom men-
tloned the upcoming policy
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are exp P to
PTi jves for their
review.

Harrison parents can give

input about the conduct policy
at the May 12 Parent Forum,
the building’s secondary tevel
PTA.

Parents with questions can
call Zurvalec nt (248) 489-
3356.
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