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Book profiles Chrysier Corp.'s ups and downs

RIDING YHE ROLLER
COASTER: A HISTORY OF
THE CHRYSLER
CORPORATION

By Charles K. Hyde, Wayne State
Unlversity Press

BY HUGH GALLAGKER
STAFF WRITLR

‘The automobile industry has
always run fn cyclea, Some
yeara sales go through the roof,
everybody seems to be buying
a bright new car. Other years,
mnnu!:nctuxvn hnv‘c to offer

| S pmnpm—
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nings to its "mergee” with
Daimler-Chrysler,

The story begins with Walter
P. Chrysler, who combined all
the elements that make a great
ruto industry leader, He wasa
gifted mechanic and engineer,
a superb and focused manager
and a dynamic salesman, He
began as a rallrond mon but
the purchase of 1 1908
Locomobile (which he imme-
dintely disassembled and

ive
the cars awny just to get people
into a dealership,

But as the title of Charles
Hyde's infc i p

bled) turned Chyrsler
into o car man.
He got his start with Buick
“but_il was clear from the

history suggests, no company
has had quite the swoop of ups
and downs that the Chrysler
Corp. has expericnce since its
founding In 1925.

For brief periods of time, the
company avertook Ford to be
the No, 2 automaker, but for
most of ita history it has been
No. 31in the Big 3. Sometimes
its amnller size, leaner man-
ngement structure and domes-
tlc focus have htlred Chrysler
be profitable white GM and
Ford struggled. But, usually,
Chrysler hus been just one ste
nhead of jolning the gmvcynnr
of dead auto companies.

Hyde, o history professar at
Wayne State, follows the com-
pany’s fortunes from its vigor-
ous entreprencurinl begin-

ing that Chrysler was

destined to bring his awn car
to the public. Over a period of
time in the late teens and enrly
*20s, he brought together
Chalmers, Maxwell and other
companles to form Chrysler.
But the big coup was the
acqulsition of Dodge in 1928.
In that year, Chrysler solldified
its well known marques -
Dodge, Plymouth and DeSoto.

Hyde provides profiles of the
mujor figures, in nddltion to
Chrysler, including the dedi-
cated and mutually devoted
Dodge Brothers, and a trio of
innovntive engineers, Owen
Skelton, Fred Zeder and Carl
Breer, who created the compa-
ny's reputatlon as an engineer-
ing leader.

Much of Hyde's book Is n dry

account of the company's
changes over the years, touch-
ing on engincering, Inbar,
defense work and finaucial
matters. But fur Motown resi-
dents, this ia n definitive histo-
ry with a sharp point of view,
Hyde doesn’t mince words in
his dircet criticism of mnny of
the company’s leaders who fol-
lowed C{:rys!ur.

Even when the company
failed under the founder’s
Ieadership, ns with the intro-
duction of the Alrflow, it was a
faflure of stylistic and engi-
neering daring. Later fallures
would be more from & lack of
ethics, creativity or maeketing

SaVVY.

‘Troubles begin with K.T.
Keller, one of Chryster's loyal
lieutenants who held too firm-
Ty to the past. He wns replaced
by the flamboyant Tex Colbert,
whose relgn ended in contro-
versy, He did, however, lead [n
the creation of an acrodynam-
ic car with fins that sct a trend
in the '50s.

Hyde divides the Lynn
Townsend cfa into two peri-
ouds, the prosperous 603 and
the troubled 705,

In the 1960s engineering
ianovations from the slant-six
to the turbine car gave
Chrysler a modern Image, But
costs began to rise nnd sales
began to fall,

This is the polnt where
Chrysler turned to Lee fncocen,
whu became as synonymous
with the company os Walter P.

Much of Hyde's book is a dry
account of the company's
changes oves the years,
touching on engineering,
labor, defense work and
financial matters. But for
Motovm residents, thisis a
definitive history with a
sharp point of view. Ryde
doesn't mince words in his
direct criticism of many of
the compary's feaders who
fotfowed Chrysler.
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To paraphrase the company’s
nds, if you could find a more
dynamic corporate leader buy
him.

Government lonns, sharp
cost cutting and interesting
new produets (including the
age defining mlni-van) saved
the corporation.

1n 1987, Chrysler purchased
American Motors and made
the Jeep the leader In an SUV

revolution. Hyde notes
Incocen’s faillngs and his tome-
times overarching ego while
pralsing his genernl style,

up to date with the merger
with Daimler-Benz that was

more a take over by the
Gentinn company.

This {s solid information
presented with inteltigence.
Hyde brings the story right
hgatiaghe: 2oe homecomm nat
{3549

Through reader feedback, ths inter-
active teature is dedicated to help:

* Ing readers locate retall meschan-
Ulse that's ditficult to lind. It where

» aproduct Is sotd or service Is avail
able, ¢all {248) 901:2555 and leave 8
message. Please be patlent; we
recelve an overwhelming number of
phone calls. If you don't see intaf~
mation abou! your request, we
couldn't find it Requests are pub-
lished twice,

WHAT WE FOUND
The fotfowing stores sepair stecling
silver [ewelsy: Dora's 33200 Seven
Wile Road, Livonia (246) 476-0955;
House of Renew 251 E. Rersll,
Birmingham (248) 642-0363.

WHERE CAN | FIND?

- SImply soda can be purchased at
Costeo.
- The flag Yapel pin can be pur-
chased al McDevltt's Hallmark 7
Mile Road 21 Farmington Road.
- ¥or 3 AA width shoe for a young
adult try 2alla‘s nni the Southeast
corner of Middiebe!t and Piymouth
10ads.

FIND AND SEARCH
= Areader had a Singer sewing
machine and supplles to donate lo
& tharity or organization.

WHAT WE'RE LOGKING FOR

" -~ Aslore thal sells Blazo's lemon

meringue pie and Sander's round
Bumpy Cake for Mrs B.
« Atestaurant that has beef ribs on

the menss for Jim.

~ A company who does deslgn work
1o change the outside of 8 house
Tor Kevin.

- A company {hat can restore an old
teun for Tina of Bloomlield IHls.

- A store that sells Imagine Love
Peace & Happiness formerty soid at
Bath & Body Works tor Cornelia.

- Someone ta complete a crocheted
bedspread for Wary,

= A store that sells Bonnle Bell
bronzing gel for Lifllan,

- A slore that sells one-quart size
glass thermos tiller for Mary,

< Someone to knit or crochet sn
oultit for an B-Inch Kewpie ol for
Carmen of Livonls.

- A store that sells BYD T-shirts for
Mrs.B

« Aslote or company that buys
used computers and monltors for
Joyee.

- A store that sells Enchanled Apple
hand & body cream (formerly sold
by Victoria's Secsets) tor Donna.

- Astore that sefts no fat Benri's
Tastee satad dressing for Jeanne of
Bloomileld (Meifer's use to sell It}

~ A store 1hat sells a plastic and can-
vas shoe holder tholds 30 palrs of
shoes) Ihe top lils over a door and It
has Velcro on the bottom o hotd to
8 doot far Cindy of Canion.

- Compiled by Sandi Jarackas

CITY OF FARMINGTON
BUDGET S8TUDY SESSION
(SBUMMARY)
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FARMINGTON PUBLIC SCHCOOL DISTRICT
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
REGARDING BREAKFAST PROGRAM
The Public is invited to a hearing to discuss the ramifications of a
state mandoted Dreakfast program for Michigan Public Schools,

and ita effect on the Farmingion Public School District.

The hearing will be at the Lewls Schulmen Administrative Center,
32600 Shiawaanee, Fnrmington on Tuesday, May 6, 2003 at 7:00
pm.

Publiah: May 4,2003

A atudy seasion of tho Farmlngton City Council was held on
Monday, April 28, 2003 at 6:00 p.m. in tho Council Chombera,
23600 Liberty Street, Farmlngton, Michlgan. Notice of the meeting
wan posted in compliance with Public Act 267-1976.

PRESENT! Bush, Harrison, Campbell, McShane, Mitchell,
ABSENT: None.

CITY REPRESENTATIVES: Clerk/Treasurer Cantrell, City
‘Manager Pastue.

Free Report Reveals “The Hidden
Truths About Cosmetic Dentistry Most
Dentists Would Prefer You Didn’t Learm
About! What You Must Know To Have
Perfect Smile At An Honest Price!

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Bates at 7:30 p.m.
Council Present: g;lel. Damett, Brickner, Ellis, Grant, McRac and
iverio.

Council Absent:  None,

Others Presont:  City Menagor Brock, City Clerk Dornan,
Assistant City Manogor Whinnery, Assistant to
the City Manager Arbenowake, Directors Biasell,
Boyer, Countegan and Lasloy, City Attormey
Joppich and Planning Consultant Coates.

CITY COUNCIL TOOK THE FOLLOWING ACTIONE:

APFROVET:

—  Resalution in support of "Living Wall® concept along 1-275

north of Eight Mile Road.

—  Parmington Ridge Cluster Site Plan Jocated ut the northeast

corner of Eight Mils and 1.275.

-~ Dato of May 18, 2003 for Cost Hearing for the Eleven Mile

Road Watermain 8AD Projoct.

R 1 A for the ing of Base Lina

Rond from Haggerty to east of 1-276 and Haggerty Road from

the Livonia city limit to Baso Line Road.

~  Request for employment under Section 10.01A of the City

rtor.

- Bpecial Evont Pormit for the Angela Hoapice 10-K on Sunday,
Auguat 17, 2003,

- City Council Regular and Study Seasion meeting minutes of
© April 14,2003,

~  Rond Improvement Praject for Elcven Milo/Halsted TRoad to
Dan’s Excavating in the amount of $1,022,883.00.

_  O'Neill Draln Project to Bidigare Cantractors, Inc. in the
amount of $14,921.

«  DPW pick-up truck plows to Cannen Equipment, Ine. in the
amount of $14,845,

- Quardrail Replacement Program ta Puture FPence in the
amount of $12,849.

NANCY BATES, Mayor
KATHRYN A DORNAN
Publish: Mag 4, 5003

Counell et o review and discuss the proposed 00304 fiscal year Call Toll FREE, 24 HOUR
JAMES K. MITCHELL, Mayor Recorded Message
PATSY K. CANTRELL, City Clerk/Tre
i el 1-800-210-1172
CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS
SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS
CITY COUNCYL REGULAR MEETING
APRIL 28, 2008
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CKWW &
THE OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC NEWSPAPERS
PRESENTS

"The Gaylord's Show"

at the Louis E. Schmidt Auditorium
( Inside Clarencevitle High School)
Ciry Of Livonia
20125 Middlebelt Ave. « Livonia, Michigan
(Benveen 7 & 8 Mile Roads On Middlebeit Road)
Saturday, May 17, 2003
Showtime: 4:00 PM

KAL) ) . ) N
BURT HOLIDAY
MEET SPECIAL GUEST DJ-WAYNE STEVENSON
FROM CKWW
GREAT GIFT FOR MOTHERS DAY
OR FATHERS DAY!
Prices: $20.00 & $25.00
Tickets are Going Fast!!
Call Classic Productions Box Office at:

248-473-7777

Ask About Our Group Discounis
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