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Lizzie McGuire's a teenage girl's fantasy

THE LIZZIE MCGUIRE MOVIE
**1/2 (out of four}

Lizzie McGuire (Hilary
Duff) ia a giggly teenager with
n knack for screwing vp. At
her junior high graduation, she
trips and pulls down the cur-
tain backdrop, knocking her
entire class from the risers,
Her little brother - a master
blackmaller who posseases n
folder entitled “The Lizzie
Files,” which includes subfold-
ers like “Trips & Falls” and
*Embarmssing Moments™ -
tapes the incident and sends it
1o CNN.

rate to duck prime-

time hum{liation, Lirzic joins
her class trip to Rome, under
the militaristic eye of their
chaperone, Mrs. Ungermeyer.

ings take n turn for the
totally dreamy when Lizzic
meets Italian pop star Paclo,
who wants Lizzie to Imperson-
ate his former girlfriend and
singihg partner, Isabeln, at an
swards show that takes place
at - but of course! ~ the
Roman Coliscum.,

The song Lirzie sings at the
end of the film - » moronic,
embarrassingly catchy teeny-
bopper number calied What
Dreams are Made Of - is really
the peifect comment on the
preceding excreise in adoles-
cent fantasy, because Lizie
McGuireis exactly that: a
teenage girl's fantasy.

It's pretty clear that Lizzie
McGulre isn't exactly re-draw-
ing the map of modern-day
gender roles, and this is what
{s most irritating and endear-
ing cbout the film. Lizzie
encounters no adventure, No
{nternational intrigue. Her
only compsetition? Other
gitls, locked in savage compe-
titlon to out-glam their bitter

Sure, Lizzle does her fair
share of conniving, but it is
solely in aid of nobbing the
romantic attenticn of a boy she
hardly knows, With Lizzicin
an almost constant state of
swoon, Lizzie McGuire is bor-
derline offensive - what hap-
pened to all the faux-feminist
"girl power” that waa all the
mge a couple years ago? Lizzie
makes the Spice Girla look rad-

ical,
But let's be honest with our-

planning your wardrobe,” the
film assured them. And, for
better or worse, there was an
almost audible sigh of relief.
Duff makes it all work. Like
many child actors, her acting is

Fitm Beat lists what's playing at atter-
native film theaters, speciat movie
events and focal (licks. Dfferings and
mavie schedutes may change after
press lime, 50 be sure to cali ahead.
Film beat fistings and movie informa-
tion can be submitted to : Kicole
Staftord, Observer & Eccentric

slightly but
behind her bluster you can still
see an overwhelm g

801 East Maple,
Birmingham, kich. 48009 or e-mail
net.

- and is this not how one
braves the daily junlor high
gauntlet?

Unfortunately, Dufl is way
100 pretty - never for o sccond
did I believe Lizzie could ever
be as unpopular as the film
implies. Afterall, DufTisa
Britney Spears look-alike, and
lest we miss it, there are sever-
al Britney-style dance
sequences to solidify the com-

parison.
Like Britney, Duff treads an

selves here: 14-y Id girls do middle ground
dress in pink outfits with the of being aggressively sexy while
word “Jove® stenciled on them.  still being very young {oddly,
‘They do obsess over clothes the film's reoccurring bits of
and up, Becauseifthey  animation portray Lizzic ns an
don't succeed in getting that awkward beanpole, quite
{diotic 14-year-old boy tolook  unlike the buxom starlet she

at them they might, like, totally
diel If you've ever seen the
kids' TV show that Lizzie
McGuire is based on, you know
that the opening eredits look
like 8 JC Penny's commercial:
the clear message, in a nut-
shell, Is to dress up, fitin, and
be cute ~ and the world will be
your oyster.

Despite all this, ! liked Lizzic
McGuire precisely because it
contained no messages. It aim-
ply embraces modarn middle-
clnss WASP girlhood and treats
all its ncuroses and hang-ups
as par for the course. The
young ladies at my screening
loved the film, feasibly in part
because it reassured them that
all their "unimportant” desires
weren't unimportant at all.
"It's OK to spend three hours

really is). To neutralize this,
Duffis put into a storyline so
safe Pamela Anderson could
emerge unscathed - there is
never a threat of sex hete, only
of super-duper pop stardom.
To those of us who aren't
adolescent femnles, Lizzic
McGuire may secm to be part
of the problem when it comes
to Issues of young women's
confidence, self-esteem and
self-worth, Still, Lizzie's con-
tempornries should feel wel-
come to embrace the movie,
After alt, don't they get enough
prenching outside of the the-

ater?

Danled Kraus Is 3 syndicated columalst
and titmmaker, thfo on his latest lim,
Ball of ¥ax, can be found at
wirwballofwaxmovie.com.

‘Blast!, ‘Dora’ contest winners

Here are the winners of our
Dora the Explorer Live! -
Search for the City of Lost Toys

comtest.

Lisa Uluhogian, Canton;
Murphy-Fuseo family, Canton;
Tim George, Westland;
Milldred Schwarcz, Orion;

Lynn Halton, Farmington
Hills; Geraldine Giles, Detroit;
Anne Gavin, Livonia; Rae
‘Wodarcyk, Canton; Christine
Rygiel, Bingham Farms, and
Sally Freed Livonia

The winners of our Blast!
contest are - Jacquelene Pasko,

Rochester Hills; Becky
Holland, Farmington Hills;
Nancy Guregian, Livonia;
Christine Riker, Redford
’l‘mvmhig; Annctte Grzyb,
‘Westlnnd; Laurel Hostetler,
Oxford; and Marge Roth,
Beverdy Hills,
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Newspaper-in-Edueation

Activity
Column

"Focus on Getting Acquainted
With Your Newspaper"

you'll see many pictures and

Captions are the
is about.

sentences

Skeich i ith captions of your own. The pictures can be about school,
. lpoﬁ:',‘ ::ur:"cnmeﬁ";yor 33:' ;:;r fmy::; The pos:i illiﬁss are endless ~ just be
e a caption for each piciure you draw, Be creative with your pictures
. Yo:hc:\‘kﬁ ali “: humor, by m::ing :!un'hfunny. hﬁosl
imporionily, | ing thres pictures and writing three captions,
e 'mn n&owrive a shor’!:grﬁde oi?ou! and then present it to the class.

On a separcte sheet of paper, answer tha following questions:
}:Why did you choose that particulor picture and caption

7 o write your article about?

9. OF the three, which picture and caption is your favorite?

" 3.Which picture and caption is the best in your dlass and why?
" Look for this ookumn every Thunday during the school year!
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DETROIT FIL THEATRE, Detroit Institute
of Arts, 5200 Woodward, Delroit, {313)
8333277, www.dia ocq/dft, Adult admis-
sion, $6.50, senior ¢itizens, full-time stu-
dents with valid identification and DIA
members. $5.50. Discount tickets avait-
able in book tof five for $25. Fitms.
screened friday, Saturday, Sunday and
Monday. All Konday shows ace in the
evening.

FILM BEAT

REDFORD THEATRE. 17350 Lahser in
Detroit, call (313} 537-2560. Requiar
admission, $3.

BREW AND YIEW AT THE MAGIC BAG,
22920 Woodward, Ferndale. {248) 544-
3030, www.magicbag.com. movie
qights on Wednesdays aad Thursdays
in smail theater setting with fulf bar,
raust be at least 21, doors open at B
g.m.. hiims start at 5.30 p.m., box
office hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., 52

MATH ART THEATRE. 113 North Main ot 11
Mite in downtown Royal Dak, (248) 542
0180. Adult evening admission is $8.50.
Matinees before 6 pr. and admission
for senlors end chiidren is almays $6.

MAPLE ART THEATRE, 4135 Wes Maple in
Bloomfield Sownship, (248) 542-0180.
Adult evening admission is 56.50.

Matinees before 6 p.m. and admission
{or senlors and children is atways 6.

MICHIGAN THEATER, 603 East Liberty,
Ann Arbar, (T34) 668-6463,

win michtheatercom. Adult admission,
$8, students and senior citizens, $6.25,
Michigan Theater members, §5.50. Films
ace shown daity.

STATE THEATER, 233 State St. Ann Ardor.
1734) 161-8667 o1 www.michtheater.com,
Adull admission. $8, stugents and senior
citizens, $6.25

UPTOWN BIRMINGHAM 3, 218 South 019~
Woodward Ave. in downtown Birmingham,
(248) 644-3456. Adult admissdon i $8.50in
the evening and $6 for matinee showings
before 6 pm. Admission for seniors age 55
and okder is .50 a1 e time. Adavssion for
chivken e R and under 3 9575 alf the tme.

- . READY FOR
THER'S DAY?

Fot more
Information
2oy
this special

noxt hollday,
ploase call:
Anna

25096 § Mila Rd.
313:8358.49.

CLELORA

Flowers - the perfect
gift for Mom!

{734) 427-3867
32109 ymeth Rood
Frriton 2
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Bam-7:00pnV Sunday Bam-3pm

FLOWERS ARE ALWAYS THE PERFECT FIT!
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Everydey & Funeral
Arrangements, Weddings,

rots

Fonfox.

Servicing All Of North Qakland Co.
719 Rochester Rood » Addiscn Twp.

Wesiey Berry

Jlowers

WE DELIVER across the street or
across the nation!

71-800-WESLEYS
6677 Orchard Lake Road

Just South of Maple in West Bloomfield

* CASH & CARRY PRICE

BOX & DELIVERY EXTRA
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Dy Caimps

YMCA camp offers more than just swirmring, arts and crafts and field tripa.
Character development, sclf-esteem building ad community service

e also imzm_iml parts of canp sctivites

® Regional Day Camp Ohiyesa in Holly ® -

kone ih Osooda * & Individual Attention foir Each Camper

» Optional Before: and after-day-camp Care

Financial Assistanice Available oo

vailibi, with pick spx Wrougholt metropotisn Detrol :

Camp Filis Up Quickly « Register TODAY!
ymeadstroit.org e 888.380.YMCA

\4

YMCA
We build strong kids,

ng families, strong communites.
astistance helps ensure everyone briongs at the YASCA
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