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Observer's site registers record usage in April Barbers honored as
volunteering’s ‘elite’

Hometownlife.com, the por-
tal web site for the Farmington
Observer, registered record
usage for the month of April
2003, recording to Dan
Sutton, HomeTown Digital
General Manager.

“Total site hits for the month
were 20,263,358, nearly dou-
ble the hits registered last
December, while total site page
views were 2,575,439, up 17
pereent from March 2003,

capability of the Web. This is

tories published by sister com-
pany, Michigan Directory Co.

obviously very toour
audience,
“Through our sister company,

the Farmington Observer, we're
5o offering digital y

The site offers links to help
wanted classified ads placed by
employers in HomeTown
Total help wanted

£ g di
for people advertising in the
newspaper, These are offer an
advertiser great extended reach
at a very small price. I
suggest you check with your
sales representative for detailed
information and prices.”
)3 life.com is the main

A mare ingful statistic,
according to Sutton, is the tota)
number of unique visits to
Hometownlife.com. In
January, 2003, the site regis-
tered 463,430, up nearly 5 per-
cent from March,

“To see usage gains of this
sort on our site is unprecedent-
ed;” said Sutton. “We are offer-
ing a site that brings to Web
users the very best of aur lgml
) an

Web presence for the Observer
& Eccentric Newspapers.

It includes local news items
from the Farmington
Observer, as well as classified
ads and retail advertising from
the paper, The site also
includes fully searchable lists
of advertising from the other
40-plus community newspa-
pers in Michigan published by

P s

;.clcphonc directories, together
with the 24x7, fully searchable

Network, and as well search-
able ads from telephone direc-

ads viewed this April were
239,923, up 33 percent from
March. “With the labor market
being what it is, now is 0 good
time for employers to upgrade
their staff;” according to
Sutton, “When lots of people
are Jooking for good jobs, the
help wanted advertising on our
site offers lots of Tocal jobs,
right around the corner”

The site also offers up a list-
ing of up to date real estate
offered for sale, dawnloaded
regularly from the
MultiListService computer
files. For April, a total of
2,504,650 views of MLS real
egtate search results were
logged onto
Hometownlife.com. A tatal of
250,465 detalled listing views
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Mors Information or to Make Reservatlons,
Call 248.478.4550

36000 Saven Mila Road e Livonla o At Fox Eraek Golf Course

248.478.4550

runch

Semving Breaktast, Lunch and Dianer Entrees
¢, 10:30 am - 3:30 pm

$15.95 Adults
$7.95 Children

r's Day

were registered in Apriland a

total 0f 16,886 unique detailed
MLS property listings were
vicwed by Web users intcrested .
in shopping for a home, Sutton  OYPAULR.PACE
said. *This last number is STAFF WRITER
extraordinary. It shows that
nearly 17,000 individual hous- Paul and Fern Barber were
es listad for sale were reviewed  honored as the 2003 Citizen of
in detail by interested prospec-  the Year by the Farmington
tive buyers, all on our home- Aren Jaycees Tucsday.
townlife.com site” “We had many qualified
¥ life.com also i) = said Jayvees Citizen
offera (in the section called of the Year Committee chair-
“Market Place”) ads from woman Valerie Knol.
HomeTown Directory Representatives from the
Company’s local Michigan tele-  cities of Farmington and
phone directories; o total of Farmington Hills and the
695,416 site page views were Farmington Public School
registered in April, up 19 per-  District were on hand as well
cent from March. April views  as the Jaycees members,
of news items selected from friends and family to honor the
HomeTown community news-  Barbers, who volunteered their
papers were 296,621, up nearly  time for the past 37 years to
20 percent from the previous  support the arts and music and
month, well-being of the community.
In addition to maintaining State Sen. Gilda Jacobs was

the Hometownlife.com site,
HomeTown Digital offers cus-
tom web design|services,
together with eBusiness Cards
and eBrochures! The company
may be reached at (800) 989-
4614 or at support@hame-~
townlife.com.
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also in attendance.

*I think volunteerism is the
most important thing we can
do,” she said. “It's where the
rubber meets the road.”

. She presented the Barbers
with a certificate from the state
Senate.

Farmington Hills Mayar
Nancy Bates also apoke.

There's valunteering, she
said, and then therc's the
Barbers who have gone above
and beyond by serving on
dozens of commitiees and at
events in the community.

“Years from now the fruita of
their labor will still be seen in
this community,” she said.

“We hope you two come back
and sce what's sprouted from
the many sceds you've planted
here”

Farmington Mayor Jim
Mitchell said the Barbers were
in an elite group of volunteers.

Deputy School
Superintendent Sue Zurvalec
snid she couldn't imagine two
more deserving people to be
named Citizen of the Year.

She pointed out the district’s
school board recently receiv
a national Kennedy Center
award in praise of its outstand-
ing u:gpon of high quality arts
and education. .

“That is a direct credit to the
Barbers,” Zurvalee said.
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Custom Made Jewelry Exquisitely Designed
To Be Exclusively Yours

Hon’t Sforget....
Mother's Pay is May 11th!
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248 478.3131
Monday-Friday 10-5:30
Saturday 10-4
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diamond boutique

GRAND RIVER AT HALSTED
Grand River-Halsted Shopping Plaza

45% OFF =

PENDANTS
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excludes prior sales
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CHEF MARCO CONTE
Jormerly of Marco's 1n
Downtown Farmington
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CHEF MARCO CONTE INVITES YOU TO

celebrate: Sty] e

AT FARMINGTON HILLS

MANOR

SUNDAY, May 11, 2003
11:00 AM. — 3:30 oM.

cuisine, sumptuous desserts and
champagne, all served in our

luxurious Grand Ballroom. .
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FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AND RESERVATIONS PLEASE CALL {
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(Just souTH oF 30 MiLs Roan}

248-888-8o00

‘Treat your Mother to a very

special alternoon of international

A

N Featiring... "

famingioe | % Fresh Bloody Mary and Mimosa Bar
# Carving and Omelette Stations - I

SHAWASSEE # The most dazzling dessert table in

Mctro Detroit |f

|

|

* Ages (5-12) / Undler § Free
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FARMINGTON HiLLS MANOR g

23666 Orciiarp LAKE Roap ® FArMingTON Hitts, Micnioan 48336
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