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A day in
the life
of a stray

I! ien't easy surviving on the

streets, especially since T

am just n kitten and small-
er than those belligerent
tomcats with notches in
their ears.

Many times, I've hidden
from antagonistic critters
and people who shooed me
away from their doorsteps.
Blood is oozing from my
nose because of afl this
sneezing and it's unattractive
on my white popcom
checks. The rest of me is
butterscotch, but my chest
and paws arc white ~ or
were before I beeame home-
Jess, Right now, my groom-
ing is somewhat lacking
until I can find a safe haven.

An enormous white van is
crawling to a stop, probably
wanting to take a look at me.
'l rit up very straight and
louk as smart as possible, so
this man will think {'m an
extrnordinarily handsome
feline and he will surcly

wisaonii. || Tamara Spa eases stress
ik’ || with spa services for metro
it || area’s military mothers

umpy ride, and that viclous

dog is 8o close that I can fecl BY JOMt KUBRED never been parnpered like thiz and 1
Isis fiery breath. STAFF WRUTER enjoyed every minute”
We have arrived atour One of the mothers couldn’t make
destination, and I'm glad to Tamara Friedman can barely con-  it; happily, her child was comlng
Dbe out of the van, although taln her tears as she talks about o home. Friedman told her not to
this building doesn't appear r,mup of women she might never worry, they could arrange another
much better with the intense hove met if not for the war in Irag, timc for her to be treated.
noisc of 20 many meowlng On Sunday, her Farmington Hills For the other two dozen women,
cats and barking dogs. 1 am spa hosted a group of military moms  theday Included three hours of
very unhappy here and have whose Mother's Day celebrations relaxing services. Friedman’s hus-
declded (o join the deafen- will be missing ot least one of their band, Gene, was up even earlier,
ing chorus of wayward ani- children. preparing a del ked-fr
mals. My cage mate nprcan *I heard nbout the group ealied scratch lunch,
preoccupied with a ball, Military Moms;" Friedman said. i *He wanted them all to feel like a N . .
which looks lke more fun thought they would have a hard million bucks,” Friedman said. . S S - —
than standing here looking Mother's Day, and I wanted to do ‘While she had planned to payher  Kilitary Moms Maxine Ben-Yurl of Farmington Hifls (felt) and Karen Clower of Farmington
forlorn., At least these '!)coplc somcthing for them.” staff members for the day, ulrcf Hills (right) are pictured with Tamara Friedman, owner of Tamara Spa In Farmington Hills.
are giving me food an: When she learned the organiza- them volunteered their time when The ladies enjoyed several hours of relaxing spa treatments on Sunday.
water, but I really want tion had 170 members, she realized  they heard what was happening. 3
soncone to pamper me she couldn’t host them all, muchas  * About 25-30 spa employees were on shifts, one from 9 a.m. to noon and mothers who know better than any- 1
while whispering softly in she wanted to do so, Instead, the spa dﬂ treating their customers so the second 1-3 pan. Each mom'sday  onethe priee of military scrvice. R
my ear. held a drawing in which 25 mothers  well, some offered tips — whichthe  of pampering included European “Those ladies needed this so bad.”
A woman wearing a white were given o full range of spa servic,  gitls refused to take, Fricdman said,  facials, massages, pedicurcs and Fricdman said.
coat hias placed me on a high es - everything from manicures an "I‘heg were just happy to help,’ manicures, “We watch the war on TV. They
shiny metal table. Yikes! pedicures to a relaxing massage. she said, adding the moms gave *It was such a heart-wamiing tive the war cvery day”
That’s the first time I've ever “Those women were 5o thankful” of the employees a yellow ribbon, experience;” Friedman said through Maxine Ben-Yuri of Farmington
been jabbed with a needle, Fricdman sald. “Some of them, it . which hasbecome a symbol of sup-  tears. *} foel bad we couldn’t treat Hills has a daughter, Shermillann
And what is she going to do was their first time for a pedicure port for troops invoived in cverybody” . Hayes, and son-in-law, both of
with that therrmometer? and mantcure” Operation Iragi Freedom, That desire, however, has given whom are serving in the Army.
Bath time is next on the Karen Clower of Farmington Hills Employes Jane Kotikovsky, who her the motivation to contact other  While the spa treatment was a real
agenda - guess I'll have to has seven sons, and five arc In the cante to the United States 24 years spa owners with a proposal. treat for her and helped her relax,
tolerate it, but T guarantee military, Two of her sons inthe Navy  ago, has worked at Thmara Spaasa *I want to implement this pro- she believes the war is all in God's .
you it won't increase my are prepating to go to Irmq on ships. faciulist for 23 years, She sald it was  gram in all spas. We had many of hands. B
optimism. In the past, I've ‘War has been a way of life for her a pleasure to serve the military them in this area.” Fricdman said. *It “What's meant to be will be. Faith 4
been a falrly good escape- family, but het day at the spa gave mothers. would be an ‘Adopt-a-Mom’ pro- in God gets your through,” she said. 3
artist, so why not break her a chance to forget about it fora . *Coming from Russis, Y appreciate  gram. Each spa would maybe take *He's taking care of my kids, R
1oase and run up that wall? while. thelife that 1 have here in thiscoun-  five moms and treat them. That Regardless of what religion you are, k
Didn't work, but I don't give “Jts been lovely, the maffhasbeen  try. Thanks to their sons and daugh-  would be wonderful” you have to have faith and a philoso- ’
up that easily, even if these wonderful” she sald, “(They) just ters fighting for our country, we have She's even planning to contact Phy; a belief in samething”
people do have unbelievable made us all feel so special. Howean  freedom, safety and so muchmore]  other spa owners she knows from
patience. 1 put it in to words, [ feel likea she aaid. across the country, with the idea of  jtubreddoe homecomm net
My health is gradually princess. Having seven sons, f've The spa served women in two maldng this a national program for @48 175450
Img(mving'. apparently, I'm
1ooking better, too, for peo-
ple are gazing inside my

enge. Tha gray kitten that is

smammnevnies | Stores suffer as roadwork blocks shoppers

more attention, but in my }
weakened condition I am Y CAROL MARSHALL at Seven Mile and Middlebelt, About & month ago, the
barely able to sit on my STATF WRITER .- and Middlsheltis cosed. projects began and the con-
haunches. Several days have L Lo Thereare « Bight struction was inconventent.
passed and the gray gird just When the orangebarrels . - Mileand elt, Grand *“Then on April 21, other proj-
gotadopted, so I'm huddled firsthit the road, it wasalittle ~ River and MiddicbeRt and I ects kicked into and
all alone in this big steel inconvenient. Butnow{th s 696 and Middlcbelt) shesald,  immediately \\e%m to feel
cage. traffic stopping nightmare, say “Thirty-seven percentofour  ity” Gelman said.

A nice lady who was here store owners And managers - customery comie from areas ° ‘The merchants began to feel
yesterday has returned and near Seven Mileand . B wwmm  theeffects quickly.
she s asking to see the but- Middlebelt, oo whichhanbaslly éreated s *Our store had been one of
terscotch kitten, Now, the *Fhe road construction here wllbmm\bm.ml the . thetop performers in the
warden is encouraging the has ranged from mildly incon- nall, They'cant £e to'te with- » said Tom Perkins,
1ady to hold me and 1 imme- venient to complebely closed” oytgdp(phho%mm’:' Value City store manager.
diately senss her benevo- said Bobbi Gelman, Livonia . ‘Custornery from . "Now our sales have dropped
1ence as the lady emb Mall marketing director. ‘Tt ‘western Detrolt, eastern to the middle of the pack,
me in her warm arms while iswraakinghavocona | Liebnla, Rasmingrca and . ‘where we dont belong.” T
rubbing my ears, subse- lmgzbommllnu.' . - Formingen Hilsarethemalls  Although Perkins has not . SO TID | SHIY POTXANEY
quently generating aloud Gelman plotted outthe . ‘broad and butter, Gelman sald,  had to lay off any employees, :

affecting the . and thoss shoppers no Stores are open and the spaces are nearty filied, but shoppers are scarce at

PLERSE SEE MALL, €10 Livonia Matl duting road construction.

PMLEASE SEE HERSCHER, C10 the most. “We've got & project 4_-,_\hnmmwtba




