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a the great Yogi Berra stat-

cd in his famous phrase,

“Tvain't over until it's
over”

That Is the buzzword now
for the recent attempt by our
leadera to get us moving
ahead into the new century
with Ehe c:)(ncg‘pl of a Single

SMO proposal.

1f our fair lndies of the
WIBC reject SMO, the issue
is dead in the water
(almost).

But it is likely to be resur-
rected again, this time with a
more rensonable and work-
able structuee to make it

(SMO).

As you know by now, it was
voted down in March at the
American Bowllng Congress
convention in Knoxville,

Teon.
Don't loak now, but the
tonal

hing that the majority
of the people will want and
benefit from.

R When the right combina-
tion of bowlers put a tourna-
ment team together, good
things ean happen.

In fact, when Lee Snow and

‘Women's I

his daughter Krista decided

Bowling Congreas s staging
{ts annual convention this
week in Reno, Nev.

The WIBC, too, will be vot-
ing on the SMO issue and, if
for some 0dd reason it votes
to adopt, the issue would still
be very much alive and just as
controverstal,

As {t atands now, the Young
American Bowling Allizncé
and USA Bowling, both mak-
ing up the rest of the compo-
nents of SMO, have previous-
ly declared support of the

to enter The Easter Day
Mixed Team Challenge at
Thunderbowl Lanes, they
filled the squad with Livonia's
Pam Jones, Joe Saccucci and
Mike Vallender.

Lee rolled & 279 game with
o 687 series, while Krista
tapped than with a 278 game
and 694 total,

Jones fired n 257 game with
650, while Saccucei rotled a
2768 game and a 710 set.

Vallender topped everyone
by shooting games of 300-

Bowling's single membership concept rema

Bashara's Wonderland Lanes
in the Youth All-Stars tourney.
Twenty-seven league bowlers
participated this year vying for
$1,200 in scholarships. The
tourney was made possible
through the generous dona-
tions from Thomas
h 1

256-256 and an actual pinfall
of 814. The team scratch total
was 3,555, which is the third
highest everinthe stateby o
mixed team.

It also ranks seventh all-time
in the USA for a mixed team
scratch score.

‘With 51 pins per game
added, they were assured first
place for the event,

The payout would be 83,000
based on at least 52 entries.

For Vallender, this 814 serics
was a continuation of a very
hot streak coming off of back-
to-back 300 games in the
Greater Detroit Bowling
Associntion's recent city tour-
nament at Wonderland Lanes
in Livonia.

M There was a lot more
going on April 19 at Ken

3
Co. of Troy and Tillman
Electric of Plymouth.

More than $4,000 has been
awarded in thia program since
its inception in 1993.

Some of the past winners
are now attending colleges and
universities with the help from
their bowling scholarship win-
nings.

This year's winners were
acknowledged during the
annual banquet at Burton
Manor in Livonia.

Among the winners and
recipients for 2003 include: 1.
Steven Siemicnak; 2. Rannle
Sparks; 3. Sean Hall; 4, Justin
Logan; 5. Lauren Kwapis.

B Many of the Detroit
Women's Bowling
Association (DWBA) have,
and {n many ways, by the scc-
retary-treasuer of the organl-

zation, Rose Marsh.

Raose has been the organiz-
ing force for events and ali
Xinds of hapfienings within
the DWBA, and in coopera-
tinn with the GDBA, as well as
scrving on the Greater Detroit
Fiall of Fame pane) for count-
less years.

Rose, a Hall of Famer her-
self, is now retiring from these
duties and activitics, She cer-
tainly has served the bowling
community well and it will be
avery hard job to il her
shoes.

Her job will be taken care of
very enpably, however, at least
on a temporary basis, by Mark
Martin, Executive Dircetor of
the GDBA.

Mark is geing to be a very
busy guy in the coming
months, especially over the
Summer when there is so much
to get done in preparation for
the following season,

8 As the Professionnl

ins alive

watch such greats such as
Johnny Petraglia, Mark Roth,
Dave Davis, Dave Soutar, Bob  »
Glass, along with Gene Stus
from Allen Park, will compete

at the senior level like they did
many years ago in open compe- *
tition. .

‘This is also a chance for ¢hil- .
dren to bowl with these prosin -
the pro-am squads, .

‘The youth squad will start at
5 pm. Saturday, May 10 (one
time only). The entry fec is $40
without ball or $120 (includes a .
new Brunswick Monster Frenzy
1hall).

The adult pro-ams will be
limited to 5 p.m. and 8 pm.on .
Saturday, May 10 with & $50.00
fee for adults (without ball) or
$140 (with the same brand ball
by Brunswick). .

For those who just want to
watch these legendary pros,
qualifying squad action will be
Su n'dny.-Mandny. May11-12.

Bowlers Tour seniors hit town
next week with the Greater
Detroit Open at Lodge Lanes in
nearby Belleville, it is an oppor-
tunity to come on down and

startat 10 a.m.,
followed by the finals at 7 .
p.m., Tucsday, May 13, at '
Lodge Lanes. .

For more information, call .
{734) 697-9176.

Plymouth Whalers pick up size in OHL draft selections
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meﬁat\u‘r;h i:u now Fu:l d!;le
Plymou ers, and their
viewof it is something big,

At last Saturday’s Ontario
Hockey League Priority Draft,
the Whalers chose n left wing, &
right wing and a defenseman
with thelr three selections in
the first two rounds. All three

bne common trait: cize.

t was evident the success 0
guy like Chrls Thorbitrn had in
the playoffs and we wanted 2

‘who could do that far us)
% ‘Whalers' coach/genern!
manager Mika Vellued, “We
wanted samebody who could
worsk hard along the boards and
score goals”

The Whalers' first-round plck

16th overal!) was Michae!
R,
U i o p nst
pugiwu for the Minor Midget
3 mies for
* the Kings, Lombard! had 17
goals and 32 assists (49 points),
with 139 penalty minutes,

"l\{lcgmelv;!._:_&mb%r‘di isn

power forward — big, strong

and sldlled” paltd Velhicel, *1

knaw a lot of coachies say this,

but he waa n guy we had rated
very high on our board and
were to see he was still
around by the time wa picked”

Lonbardl, who is a hative of

Richmond Hill, Ont,, 18 Jooking
. forward to joining the Whalers,
*Iam very excited to be in

Plymouth,” he said. “The
Whalers are a great organiza-

tion.

"I would ssy I'm a bump-and-
grind, get-your-nose-dirty
of player. What you see {s what
you get with me.”

Size was again n key element
in Plymouth’s sccond-round
selections, The first second-
round pick (No. 32nd overall)
was Dan Collins, a 6-1,180-
pound right wing who was with
the Syracuse Jr. Crunch last
season, Collins totaled 14 goals
and 12 assists (26 points) in his
95 gnmes with the Crunch, with
£8 penalty minutes,

“Dan has a ton of skill from
the blue line in;” Vellueed said.
“He s a player who can score
and has pice hands around the
net. In the gamies we saw him
play n; t the Ann Arbor
team, he dominated.”

Plymouth’s second second-
round selection waa comeone
close 1o home: Mark Mitera, o
6-2,180-pound defenseman
from Livonin, Last season play-
{ng for the '87 Little Cnesar
Minor Mldget team, Mitern col-
lected Tive goals and 23 assists
(28 pointk), with 141 penalty
ninutes, in 68 ;fnmes.

Although Velfuech is haping
all three players will joln the
Whalers, not’:Ing is for certain.

“Like Dan, (Mitera)isa rlny-
or who lsn't sure if he {a going to
college or will play for the

ern,” the Whalers'
GM/conch sald. “But we are

excited to have the opportunity
to have him playing for the
Whalers, He is a player who
could ensily be a first-round
NHL pick.

*“He Is n powerful and skdlled
defenseman who is  future
captain, He could come in right
now and quarterback our
power play.*

Mitera, however, won't rush
his dectslon, *I really llke the
OHL, it seems the better play-
ers go to the OHL," he said.
*But it's a tough decision (col-
Icf: or pro) to tnake and I have
all summer.

All three players pleased
Velluocl, “f think we were sble
to get some great players witha
lot of potential to be kinpact
players In the future;” he sald.
“We were able to get playzrs
with & lot of size, but nlsu have a

skl
‘The Whalers also helped
their future & bit, Lact Friday,
1he day before the OHL Priority
Draft, thi thelr second-
round plz (agth overnli) and o
third-round plck (58th overall)
they got from Sarnla to the

Kingston Frontenacs for the -« -

Frontenacs’ second-round plek

next year and thelr third-round
selection (44th overall) this sea-
son.

Award-winners

At the Plymouth Whalers
annual team banquiet last
Thursday, Chad LaRose
received the greatest nocolades,

taking home two team honors.
LaRose, who sct o team
record by scoring 61 goals dur-
Ing the regular scason, was
selected by the Whalers' coach-
ing staff as the regular season’s
Most Valunble Player. He also
received the Top Scorers Award,
LaRose, who was earlier

nnmed winner of the OHLs Leo
Lonlonde Memerial Trophy,
which s presented to the OHLs
outstanding overnge player, fin-
ished second in the league to
Ottawn’s Corcy inthe
Most Qutstanding Player
Award voting. Other award-
winners for the Whalers were

John Vigilante, Rookie of the
Year; Cole Jurrett, Defenseman
of the Year; Jimmy Gagnon,
winner of the Face-off Award;
Chris Tharburn, Playoffs Most
Valuable Player; Nate Kiser,
Hardest Worker; and James -,
Wisniewski (from Canton),
Scholustic Player of the Year.
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