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Beardmore's tenure on Beardmore remembered as education champion
state board marked by
independent thinking

WY WAYNE PEAL
STATT wRITER

Independence, not idealopy,
underacared Dorothy
Beardmore's days on the
Michlgun Doard of Educatlon.

‘The Rochester Republican
“had a harder time with the
(party) nomination process

an with the voters,” said Lyn
Bankes of Livonia, a former 14~
year state legislator and friend.
*She didn't believe in litmus
tests”

Beardmore believed strongly
in public education and in
equal opportunity for alt
Michigans school children, and
that led to more than one bat-
te with powerful fellow party
members, including former
Gov. John Engler.

“The governor was in favor of
charter schools, but Dorothy
felt that they wouldn’t benefit
the majority of Michigan's stu-
dents” Benkes said.

As a backer of the Michigan
Model &n health education,
Beardmore also incurred the
wrath of the party’s more con-
servative members.

Though at odds with Engler,
she wasn't afrald to break with

Assucintion, cither.

=She truly was an independ-
cnt thinker,” sald Bob arris,
former seeretary to the state
boand and now an MEA offi-

cial. *Fur hies, what was beat fur

the kids alwaga caee fiest. She
really walked a tightrope
between her beliefs and party
ideology”

Despite her differences with

those on bath sides of the aiste,

Beardmore remained one of
the state’s most respected edu-
cation officials.

“You could just sce that as we

went around on the campaign
trail,” said Harry Greenteaf of
Livonia, a former Schoolcraft
College trustee who cam-
paigned with Beardmore for
the state board in 1992. "When
she spoke on an issue, she
spoke with authority”

Few public officials were as
visible, either.

“Every time there was an
adult ed graduation in Livonin
or Westland she was there,”
said Bankes, now a Wayne

County commissioner. “If there

was something to do with edu-
cation anywhere in Michigan,
she was there”
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Dorothy feardmore
inspired bonrds of education,
teachers and parents for more
than three decades.

'Thlc name Dorothy

missed.”

During her tenure on the
state board, she helped adopt
new teacher certification rules
and curriculum standards. In
that era, the board also adopt-
ed inter-dlatrict schools of
chalee, special education poll-

fs k, character edu-

I8 8y
with servlee to children,” aaid
‘Tom Watkins, Michlgan
supctintendent of public
Inatraction.

Beardmore, wha served at
various timea on the
Rochester Community
Schools, the Oakland Schoola
and the State of Michigan
boards of education, died May
2. The Rochester Hilla resi-
dent was 76.

Mrs, Beardmore served on
the Rochester board from
1967-74 and the Onkland
Schools board from 1974-64.
On state board from 1985-
2001, the Republican never
missed a meeting in 16 years.

“Mrs. Beardmore made out-

cy

cation polley, paretital
{nvolvement policy, alteenn-
tlve routes to teacher certifica-
tion, statewlde technology
plan and policies for ereating
effective tearning environ-
ments.

“She was the epltome of the
model citizen — she was very
caring and concerned and
considerate,” said Kathleen
Straus, a current state board
member. “She was an excel-
lent board member. She was
completely dedicated, devoted
and thorough. Even when she
left the board, she still wanted
to innke sure education could
be the best it could be

Straus, 2 Detroit Democrat,
and Beard were also

LS to
public education in this dis-
trict and at the county and
state levels;” Rochester
Superintendent John Schultz
said. “She continued to advo-
cate for public echool children
through her volunteer cfforts
after leaving the state board.
Recently, Dorothy served s a
member of the Rochester
Community Schools
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close friends, despite their
party differences.

An advocate for early child-
hood cducation, Beardmore
clso served on several com-
mittees of the National
Associntion of State Boards of
Education. From 1995-87, she
chaired the Healthy Schools
Network, a 15-state inter-
agency coalition to promote

children and
their families.
She also
chaired the

;| state’s Healthy
Schaols
Network untll

L 2001,
Hrs Deacdmore _ She received
the
Distinguished Serviee Award
from the Natianal Assaciation
of State Boardx in 2000; the
Michigan Education

as an cider.

Beardmore was also 8
founding member of
Rochester's Neighborhood
House in 1968 and was elect-
ed chair of the bosrd in
February.

“She was a pillar In our
arganization and our commu-
nliy” Nelghbarhood executive
divectar Susan Vidican sald.
“She truly wae a gentle soul.
“There will be a tremendous
hale”

Teard was born Oct.

Association I Iahed
Service Award in 1999; the
Education Leadership Award
from the Association of
Elementary and Middle .
School Principals in 1995; and
was inducted into the
Michigan Hall of Fame in
1996.

In April, the state Board of
Edueation created anew
award In her honor — the
Dorothy Beardmore Service to
Education Award, which will
annually honor a person
whose past or current efforts

19, 1926, in Chicago.

She Is survived by her hus-
band of 54 years, William
Beardmore; daughter Naney
Beardmore Weiss, of
Bainbrige, N.Y,; son Alan
Beardmore, of Merrison,
Colo.; brother Charles Van
Zoeren, of Kalamazoo; and
many nieces and nephews.

A memorial service will be
held at 2 p.m. Saturday at
Univecsity Presbyterian
Church, 1385 S, Adams in
Rochester Hills.

1al gifts should be

on behalf of are
deemed to be of outstanding
benefit to the quality of edu-
cation for all Michigan stu-

mazde payable to the
Community Foundation of
Greater Rochester and indi-

dents. cate on the memo line that
In addition to her involve- funds should go to the
ment with editcation, Nelghborhood House-
Beard and her h d Dorothy Beard ) 1
Willlam, were founding mem-  Fund.
bers of Unlversity
Presbyterlan Church of scallender@oe homecomm et

Rochester, where she served
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Foundation. She will be dearly  good health for school-age
r
Donna Mary Xarapet! “Tbol Co. as the office manager
_DonnaMary . and seeretary to the owner of
B Karapetinnof  the company
Farmington She remnined there untll her
Hillsdicd May  marrioge to Peter Karapetian in
1,2003,in 1945, Blessed with the birth of
Huton Valley three sons, Donna became a
Hospital, devoted wife, mother and lov- *
& ing mcther. Dedicated to
‘Township. her church and falth, she inftu-
Mrs. Karapetian Bom Nov. enced her children to forma
28,1916, In solld foundation in Christian
Detroit, she was the daughterof  bellefs. And, she was actively,
Domilnic and Terenze {nvolved as a den mother and
(Monacelll) DIBartholomieo, Scout leader, attending all of the
who had immigrated to the athletic events of her children,
America from Alfadenn, Italy. A graclous hostess and gieat

I

She graduated from St. Bernard
Catholic High School and
began her carcer at Standard

PRICES GOOD
RAY 6th yru MAY 12th, 2003

*Wide Selection of
Swarovski Beads
sBeginners Beadin

elLotter Beads/Watch

»Sterling Sitver/Ball .

CaH 248-888-9923

31826 Grand River Ave./Formington

cook, she opened hee home to
her family and friends with her
warm hospitality and captivat-

Mon, Wed, Fr.10am - dpm
Tues, Thurs 10am « 7pm
Soturday 10am Spn

ing smie. Together with her
‘husband, she especially enjoyed
hosting guests In the log cabin
in Northern Michigan,

She felt close to nature, riding
horseback and plnying goll.
Endowed with a beautiful
singinyg volee, she upprecinted
listening to lovely music. Donna
was also an avid Tigers fan who
nl\vuﬁ]mn naged to watch n
baseball gume on TV, or llsten
to it on the radio,

This woman of many fine
virtues will alwnyd be remem-
bered as a beloved Armenian
hass (bride) with deep Itallan

d great

Juvizlan Funernl Home, funeral
services took place on Tuesdny,
May 6, In Qur Lady of Refuge
Catholic Church, Orchard Lake,
Michigan. Burial in Woodlawn
Cemetery, Detroit.

Memorinl tributes to cither
Masses nt Our Lady of Refuge,
or St. Sarkis Armenian Church,
or the Annenian Renaissance
Assoclation mny be sent efa
Simon Javizian Funeral
Directors, 4167 Wendell Road,
West Bloomfield, M1 48323,

She Is survived by her chil-
dren: David Karapetiun, of
West Bloomfleld, Paul
K jnn and Robest

roats who p
strength of ek

¥, ane Ichild

Under the dlrection of Simon
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brother and a slster.
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