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Love touring palatial
Victorian mansions, stand-
ing in the mn{uly of mansive
onk trees, and visiting stale
parks of historic signlfl-
cance? Then go to Daytoan
Ueach, Florida, There's much
more to the Daytonn Neach
area than spring break and
NASCAR.

Daytona Beach is primarily n
summer family destination.
With more than 13,000 aleep-
ing roums spread across 400
hotels and molels, there's a
place that's just right for your
tastes, The area i3 a year-round
destination because of g
weather and a variety of activi-
ties,

For those seeking well-
known Florida activitics, twen-
ty-five public golf courses
beckan, and after just an hour's
drive, you can be cooling your
heels in St. Augustine or up to
your ears in mouse cars in
Orlando,

The Doytona Beach area is
in Florida's Central East Coast
region and includes cight com-
munities stretching 23 miles
along the Atlantic Const.

There are lots of histarical
sites, state parks and historic
Victorlan nrchitecture of the
well-to-do who wintered in
Florlda.

Jackie Roblnson Ballpark
was renamed to hotior this leg-
endary bascball payer, who
broke the race barrier with the
first rcially integrated major
Tengue gamie, at this very stadi-
un,

The spring-run sugar mill at
DeLeon Springs State Park hos
o reconstructed water wheel
and the Old Spanish Sugar
Mill Grill and Griddle House,
famous for ita pancake break-
fast, There are 603 acres of
beautiful grounds, with ginnt
Yive onk trees and a huge
spring fed pool for swimming.
The tegend of Ponce de Leon
lives on here, where stories

The Por
completed in 1667

Tired of all the history? Get
vefreshed with the sea fife at
Marineland, one of the first

theme parks in Florida.

abound regarding his quest for
the Fountaln of Youth and
whether he visited this spring
during his exploration of
Flovida.

Ifyou haven't found the
Fountain of Youth yet, follow

nce de Leon fnlet Lighthouse Is Lhe second tallest In the U.S., and was

the steps of Ponce de Leon,
and took here, A delightful,
short ernise tnkes you to the
Ponce de Leon Inlet
Lighthouse. ‘The 176-foot red
Drick lighthouse s the second
tallest ln the US,, and was
completed in 1887,

This inlet's treacherous
waters and shifting sands
claimed muny ships before it
was construeted. Porce de
Leon is purported to have
landed in the area in 1519
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weather and 8 varlety of activities,

climb the 203 steps to the
gallery deck,

Tired of all the history? Get
refreshed with the sea life at
Marincland, onc of the first
theme parks in Florida. It is
home to hundreds of ocean
specics, the most well known
include bottlenose dolphins, a
California sea lion and Black-
Footed penguins from South
Africa, They have the oldest
dolphin born in captlvity (57
years old) and a rare
h Dolphin. The

a

seeking his Fountain of Youth.
For a spectaculnr view of the
inlet nnd the surrounding aren
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representing 50 ocean species,
including sharks, sea turtles
and sting rays, all visible from
vlewing windows on two levels
and the top deck. For an even
closer view, guests car: snorkel
or seuba dive in the
Ocennnrivim,

Daytana Neach ia where car
racing all began in 1900, The
100th Anniversary of $peed
waa celebrated fn March. In
1936, the 3.2-mile track that
comblned rond (AIA) and
bencls wns entablished and
contlnued until 1950, You can
drive on n plece of history -16
miles of the beach - but only at
ten miles per hour.

10 1948, the National
Assaciation of Stock Car
Auto Racing was organized
and by 1959 the Daytona
Beach International
Speedway opened due to the
growth of NASCAR and auto
racing. The Daytona 500 is
the most watched motor
sports event in the world.
‘The track in Brooklyn, Mich.
hosts the NASCAR Winston
Cup Race.

Daytonn USA is a chance to
experience NASCAR first-
hand. This ia the ultimate
motor sports attraction, with
interactive exhibits and a his-
torical look of NASCAR rac-
ing. You can experience the
thrill of driving a stock car at
the motion-simulntor ride
“Daytonn Dream Laps,” or for
the more adventurous try
“Acceleration Alley,” where
you can aceclerate to over
200 mpl. Both are white-
knuckle drives, Try your
hand at the 16-Second Pit
Stop Chailenge, Thisis a live
pit stop where four tires are

b d and the cars are

WWW.

Best time to go: From
November-January, Daytona
Beach offers great vacation
values. Call (866) 296-8977 for
list of participating hotels and

special offers,
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filled with gas, just ke dur-
ing the races, Be sure to eatch
the Speedway tour with
behind the scenc views.

Noema and Wendy Schonwetter are a
mothes-daughter travel writing team.
Norma lives In Fasminglon Hills and
Wendy in Seattle
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Plan your weekend activities each Thursday with Aris & Entertainment ® - .




