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School board candidates spar over moving meetings

BY SUE BUCK
STAFF WRITER

Hdatal .

Candidate Karen Bolsen,
who co-chairs the Farmington/
Farmington Hills Multiracial

Teienral C: !

One
that the district conalder rotat-
ings to diffe

Council and has a consulting
busincss, lained the idea

munication and telling the suc-
cess staries which aren’t being
told, as a way to build up the
self esteem of that community.
“Everyone fecls good about
h Ives and they know they

ing hoa
building locations sparked the
most discuasion among candi-
dates at a May 7 forum hosted
by the Farmington Area
Republican Club at
Farmington Hills City Hall.

The school board election s
I

une 9,

Candidate John Goshorn, a
commercial business manager
for Ford, brought the idea for-
ward during his last board bid,
in 2001

{sn't fiscally reaponsible, She
projected the cost nt $700 0
meeting.

Goshorn has recommended
using students and volunteers
to coordinate the events,

Candidate Chery! Swaim,
who co-owns Falcon Stamping
in Howell, Jiked Goshorn's idea
and said residents would prob-
ably feel more comfortable
coming to a meeting on their
turf. She advocated more com-
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can achieve the goals,” Swaim
said.

Goshorn further tackled the
mecting rotation subject when
nsked how the district can
address real and perceived dif-
ferences in the quality of each
school.

Moving some mectings
would be a way for more peo-
ple to attend, Goshorn said.
This would give an opportuni-
ty to shawease each of the

schools. With the video equip-
ment there from the meeting,
schools could also ereate n
video to show off their building
in the best possible way.

“The cost of moving the
meetings would be more than
outweighed by the value of the
video we would end up with,”
Goshorn cald.

Bolscn argued it would be
difficult for residents to

her where the i

any family, organization or
group,” Bolsen sald. “This is
not a perfect world. Families
are responsible for working

All candidates picked stu-
dents as their first priority to
serve. They were asked to rank
cholces that also included

d ion, parenta, teach-

together with admini:
staff and studenta”

In other remarks, Bolsen
said she has 12,000 {saues,” ag
many as there ara studentain
the district, She'll work to
respond to the needs.

Goshorn continues hls

with youth

were being held. She also
addressed this iasue of per-
ceived differences between
buildings.

“Each school in our district
has improvements to make, as
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through his annual work with
teens in an Appalachian work
camp.°It helps teens build
their faith as we repair the
homes of the less fortunate,”
Goshorn said. “You leam a lot
abaut teens when you spend &
week with them in a rural

2rs and votera.

Candidates alto agreed the
board's pre-committee meet-
ings, which are scheduled up
to two hours gl:or to the 7:30
p. m. regular board meetings,
should! b televised.

Goshorn added this needs to
be welghed againat the time
the board needs to brainstorm
and think outside the bax.
“They should be allowad some
of that time also,” Goshorn
said. "You needt to balance that
as much as you can by getting
out as much information as
youcan i:’l the gmmnni!ly.'

Swaim ad 4 .
cation, equity, consistency and
efficiency. "Being effective in
these four areas will give
Farmington Publie Schools the
edge to face any challenges,”
Swaim said.

It's important to insure the
proper resources for students
who need special helpand to
make sure some students don't
fn!ldbctween the cracks, she
said.

ul
Mike Leads and Christopher
Cummins asked questions,
which were both planaed
ahead and taken from the
audience. Club member
Valeris Knol moderated the

event.

“The forum will be re-played
until election day on eable
Channel 8,
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