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Containers hold interest with plants

cooler. if you don't muleh, keep
the garden weeded (they're
vornelous drinker).

Water in the moring on o
calm dny. Don't water unless
the plants need it; don't water
if it's going to rain, If you have
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Identify trees, help prevent
spread of Emerald Ash Borer

n the 19608, Dutch clm dis-
Icnsc wiped out most of the
elm trees in the Unlted
States. Since there was no cure,
replanting trees was the only
— solution

across from ench other, get out in our gardens for a
Sccondly, learn 1o detect few wecks, here are some

signs of deeline. These sigas thoughts that may be of inter-

include: erown of the tree does — est. If you are growing plants

ot fenf ont and grrowth i< halt- - in pots:

ed, whole timbs of the trees die

per leaf steam thut are loeated an that we've been able to

Combite

A popular
replacement in
southeastern
Michlgan waa
the ash tree
beeause of its
4 hardy nla\m re.

Sadly, this tree
Landscaper’s. also o being

Cove decimated by
an insect infes-
tation -

c“’;a Emerald Ash

esi | Borer.
Emerald Ash

Borer is believed to have been
brought to our area on a wood-
en pallet shipped from Asia in
1997. The borer has no known
natural enemics in the United
States and is proliferating at an
alarming rate.

So what can you do about it?
First, learn to identify ash trees
by their distinctive leaves and
bark. They have several leaves

1 plants with
follnge of dif-
ferent texturey
and fosms for
added interest.
i Kcep color

W schemes sim-

hack, bark on the trnk shows
signs of “cracking,” visible D-
shaped exit holes on the trunk,
or vertical splits in the bark
What should you do if you
deteet Emerald Ash Borer?
Currently, there is a quarantine

rden

on moving ash trees and ash ple. White and
wood products in metro Spot pastel shades
Detroit. The woad should be tre more visi-
burned to prevent further W ble in shady
spread of this discase. While arty tocations,
there is no known cure for this ~ Figley j Choosccon-

insect, you can prevent infesta-
tion by applying Bayer Tree &
Shrub Insect Control at the
base of healthy trees less than
five inches in diameter.

tainers in pro-
portion to the plant to keep the
arrangement balanced.

A tall contalner drains mare
quickly than o shallow one.
Use a Inrge container such asa
tub with a trellis in it so vincs
can grow and form a privacy
screen; or use tall plants.

A row of potted plants atop a
retaining wall will soften the
hard look.

Plastic and other manmade

Rlck Vespa is vice president of land-
seape design and installation for
English Gardens. If you suspect of are
unsure of Emerald Ash Borer infesta-
tion, bring in an affected arca to any
English Gardens stere for 3 dlagnosis.

CHALLENGE
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fun,” Main said) in the loft.
The new owner of the empty
loft is thinking of a contempo-
rary or cutting edge look, with
a budyget between $25,000 and
540,000, Mathis said. Its style
features clean lines, exposed
beams and exposed brick walls.
Krass, Main and Premtha

containers hold water longer
than terra-cotta pots do.

If you have a large, heavy
plant, set the containerona
dolly (the saucer kind with
three lnrge wheels on the bot-
tom) to facilitate moving it.

Set potted houseplants in the
garden to create surprising
effects or add a tropical touch.

SAVING WATER

the designers’ Web sites, and
intervicwing them about the
type of work they do and
whether they would be inter-
ested in being on the show.
Each Designers’ Challenge
program begins with the
homeowners talking about the
design challenge, what they
had in mind and what their
budget is. The three profes-
sional interior designers are
then introdueed to the viewers,
) ‘The designers meet with the

Try the following to save
water: Mulch saves the evapo-
ration of moisture from the

will prepare individunl propos-
als for presentations they will
make to the homeowner in
June. These presentations will
be filmed for the show.

After the owner chooses one
of the proposals, Pie Town
Productions will return for two
more filming shoots: anc ofa
“shopping trip” for the materi-
als, and one of a walk-through
of the finished project with the
homeowner. The program fea-
turing the project will air
sometime next year.

To find the designers, Pic
Town Productions did research
through the American Socicty
of Interior Designers. The
resenrch also invelved visiting

Each designer is
shown presentingg his or her
proposal to resolve the chal-
lenge, using such elements as
drawings, design schemes,
swatches, paint chips and

soil, and keeps the upper layer

. graphics to help explain the

ideas. The hemeowners seleet
one of the plans. The program
then features highlights of the
process as the wark is done,

English Gardens will host
the first-cver Rose Hill Day
at two metro Detroit locats

an sutomatic system, change
the scttings according to the

weather.

Fix uny leaks in couplings,
tubing and hoscs. (1Leaky con-
nectors ean waste huge
amounts af water.) Adjust the
sprinkler head to aim water at

plants. Stop watering if unoff
aeeurs,

Try ndding hydrogel to the

soil. These are polymer crystals

that absorb and hold water,
Follow pnekage directiona,
Grow drought-tolerant
plants. if the garden isina
windy, exposed location, plan

to build a windbrenk to shelter

the garden and stow drying.
Capture and recycle water
from air conditioners, dchu-

midifiers and rain gutters; and

catch rainwater, Drop a tablet
to repel mosquitocs in the

water.,

Use sonker hoses. A new one
on the market is reported to be

1 “cost-cffective and efficient

way to water landscaping, bor-
der areas and gardens,” accord-
ing to Mike Breedlove, market-
ing director, Nelson Consumer

Products, It is called the

Simple Soaker because it's easy
ta sct up, adjust and use. It will

save time, water and hassles.
‘The spray patterns are
adjustable; snap-on deflectors
allow for a half-circle spray
pattern. If you wish, this soak-
ercan be left in the same loca-
tion year-round ance it's
installed. Find this new

Benefit assists Rose

restore self-csteem and assist
in recovery.
A 3

and ends with o "before and
after” sequence.

*We waon't take on a project
for (a budget of) less than
$20,000,” Mathis said. “We've
gone as high as $80,000 1o
$100,000. An exception was a
nursery project that had o
55,000 budget, he snid.

10 a.m.-+ p.m. Saturday, Moy

17.

English Gardens will sell the
roses to help support the Holly,
Mich.-based private, nonprofit
rehabilitation and treatment
facility for people with mental
itlness.

Rose ITill master gardencrs
will be available to discuss rose

care, and additional staff mem-

between John Darin, president

of English Gardens, and Dan
Kelly, founder of Rose Hill,
sparked the partnership proj-

ect.

*This is n win-win situation
for English Gardens and Rose

Hill]” said Darin.

*We are able to offer

aur customers a great sclection

of roses and the Rose Hill

These contalaers enhance an entrance.

product nt ACE, Home Depot
and Turget; retail price starts
at $29.99.

SEMINAR

Nature & Earth Inc, has
announced a seminar,
Perenninls for All Seasons, to
take place Saturday, May 24, at
Gerych's, 713 Silver Lake Road
in Fenton. Registration begins
at 9:45 a.m., and the program
nt10:30 a.m.

The purpose of the seminar
is to provide attendees with a
relinble and interesting selee-
tion of perennials that will
make their gardens bloom
from spring to fall,

Colleen Traylor will concen-
trate on easy-care perenninls
that can tolerate our Michigan
climate and help put an end to
that old joke definition of &

rennini ("a plant that, had it
med. would have come up year
after year™). You'll enjoy this

Orchard Lake Road at
Maple,

Ench year, members of the
Rose Hill Horticulture tesm
care for nearly 1,200 roses
atter they arrive as tiny bare
root cuttings in the winter.
After several months of work,
dedication nnd case, the plants
are ready for resale in mid-
May at English Gardens. A
specially designed tag affixed
to ench plant identifiesitasn
Rose Hilt rosc and provides

rogram!
P Cost for the slide presenta-
tion and lecture, including
Junch, is $40 (nan-refund-
able); Visa and MasterCard
aceepted. For additional infor-
mation and to register, cal
Michael Saint at (248) 620-
7188, or Colleen Traylor at
(248) 726-6872. Visit
Naturearthinc@beglobal.net.
One dollar of each registration
will be donated to the Master
Gardener Program.

Side-dressing: For planta
growing in rows, typically in
veggie gardens, spread a band
of fertilizer along either side of
the row, scrateh it lightly into
the soil, then water it in.

Marty Figley is an advanced master
gardener based in Birmingham. You
can (eave her a message by dialing
(734) 953-2047 on a touch-tone
phone. Her fax number Is (248) 644-
B1a.

Hill treatment facility

1992, is a comprehensive reha-
bilitation and treatment pro-
gram for adults with major
psychiatric disorders.

1t offers residential pro-
grams for up to 51 individuals
at a time; a transitional
living program for an
additional 20 peuple, and &
community Support program
for individuals who are living
independently. www.rosehill-
center.com.

Founded in 1954, English
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Just Arrived!

A Great sclection of outdvoer patin & cesual
furniture including Meadotweraft, Winston & Lioyd
Flanders. Cheek out our new Mosaic Thé &
Bistro sets too!

* Framed Artwork

* Oil Paintings

¢ Decorative Mirrors
» Decorative Home

* Barbeeue & Gas
Grills

* Fireplace & Gas Logs

+ Landscape Lighting
Accessories * Garden Acconts

* Tiffany Lamps « Pool Table Lights

@) PINE TREE UGHTING
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1447 S. Lapeer Rd., Lake Orlon
(248) 693-6248
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bers will also be on hand to residents nre one step informntion on the Rose Hill Gardens is southeast
talk about the Rose Hill treat closer to living independent mission. Michigan's largest independent
ment program. lives” The roses retail for $24.99. garden center, The family-

‘The Rose Hill rose program The sales will teke place Morc than 20 varicties of roses  owned business offers top
is part of o nationally recog~ at the Rayal Oak/Troy can be purchased at the Royal  quality garden products, flow-
nized form of work therapy stare, located at 4901 Onk, West Bloomfield and cring and tropical plants,
that allows residents to partici-  Coolidge Highway, north of Clinton Township stares begin-  fresh-cut and silk ane )
pate in challenging and sup- 14 Mile, and the West ning My 16. and landscape design ardd
portive work opportunitieste  Bloomfield store, 6370 Rose Hill Center, founded in  installation. !
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4| Shangri-La Antiques

Classlcal Chiness Furnlture & Accassntles

. . RN | Save 25% to 85% Off
First Ever Public Sale | | 5@ oo s
30% to 60% Off Everything % 1| SAVE . $1000m

Antiqule Furniture, Rugs, Textiles, E i Zu B %

Porcelain, Lamps, Stone Statues y Sl " URING & :N.
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5% OFF
KITCHEN TOP SHOP

Call us today so you can be cooking In your new
kitchen before Spring arrives!

Free In Home Estimates » Desion Service Avaliable

248.477.1515

31150 W. Elght Mile Road » Farmington Hills




