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Just like many other veter-
ans organizations, the
‘Women's Army Corps, or WAC,
is now fighting a different kind
of war — that of its own sur-
vival,

WAC Chapter 15, which
meets monl!:ly at the
Southfield VFW, has only &
handful of active members left.
As such, it is reaching out to

younger female veterans in all
ranches of the military to
Yecp the organization golng,
“Itaoan ity to be of

which all women were
assigned, to provide additional
aupport during World War I1.
From there, they would be
assigned duties in mostly sec-
retarinl, clerk and communica-
linmfub:.
Unlike its precursor, the
‘Women's Auxitiary Army
Corps, the WAC afforded
wamen all the same militery
benefita, pay and protection of
male soldlers. Through the
WAL, 150,000 women served
in World War 11, including
overseas in the South Pacific
and European T!nﬁﬂ:.-n. "I‘hlc

service to other ve ternns,” said
WAC chapter president Lt. Col.
Freida Williams of West
Bloomficld, a carcer military
officer who ls ealled on regu-
larly to play Taps at military
funcrals.

Willinms said the members
wark closely with Detroits V.A,
Hospita), raising money for
activities and s:fp]ln. hosting
a spring earnival, making visits
with coffee and doughnuts and
decomating a Christmas tree
ench year. Dues are $18 n year
and the group meets the sec-
ond Saturday of the month for
a potluck. The national WAC
organization afso holds a con-
ference every year, where all
the locat chapters can get
together.

"Whenever a member dies,
we make a $100 donation to
* the Army Women's Museum in
Virginia, Willinmms sald.

The WAC was a division of
the army crented in 1943, to

org
when the army was integrated
in the 19701,

“The assimilation of malcs
and females for basie trining,
1 still think it is a stupld fdea,”
said Barbara Becker of
Plymouth, a retired Master
Sergeant. A lut of these
woinen come from no rules to
along list of rules and they
can't teke it. And they don't
need the harassment of some
of these men.”

‘The WAC insulated female
soldiers and protected them
from the type of sexual harass-
ment that goes on today, said
four members gathered at the
VEW on a recent rainy
Wednesdny to tell war stories
wver cookies and ice eream.
They spoke of days when
femnle soldlers were not
allowed to wenr pants or jewel-
rv and were required to wear
lipstick in public.

‘Women have always been in
combat, they said, just not in

WAC seeks members as 62nd year nears

any official capacity until
recently. “There have been
women in combat ever since
the Revolutionary War, just
nat officinlly,” said Willinms,

“Every person at this table
has beed In situations where
there has been alut of danger,”
sald Mary Baker, who served ns -
an army medic, “When Twas  ©
18 years oldd, § wanted to he an ¢
nrimy nurse o bad” .

1n 1943, 15t Sg1. Sandra
Inturre worked ns a cryptogra-
phee, helping decexde messages
ahoul military operations. Her
turn in the war effort was
short-lived however, because
she had family living in ltaly
and as such, was considered n
possible threat to national
security. She was reassigned to
the Pentagon and made the
army a career, ultimately
becoming a recruiter.

The stories coubd go on for-
ever, but the numbers of those
who served in the WAC, or
even know what the WAC is,
continue to dwindte.

“V/hen you go to the conven-
tion, you see it said Becker,

Ad soldier Beker:
“That’s why we need new

Tood™

The U15. Women's Army Corps is host-
ing a 62nd annual bitthday bulfel lunth
3t 12 noon on Salurday, Hay 10 at the
Ray Dunham YFH Hafl located on Nine
Mile, wes! of Telegraph. An $8 donation
is required to attend ant oft female
Army veterans are invited.
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Women's Atmy Corps members Frelda Williams of West Bloomfleld, (seated, lcom Jeft) and Barbara Becker of Plymouth,
and Mary Baker of Horthville, {standing, from [eft) Sandra Intorre of Alten Park and Kay Yartanlan of Dearborn, are
amang the actlve WAC members who meet monthiy at the Southfield YF¥,
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