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Beardmore worked for
betterment of education

will recall how much I admired Dorotty

Deardmore, who was probably the single
most distingulshed ndvocate for schools of her
time. b am aorry to report that Dorothy died of
cancer May 2 at home in Rochester FHill, She

Rcmlcrn of thia column with good memorles

was 76.

She told me she originally got interested in
schools whilc mislng her children, She was elect-
cd to the Rochester school board In 1967, to the
Qakland County school board In 1974 and to the
state board in 1984, She served as the state
board’s president, vice presi-
dent, secretary and treasurer;
she never missed a meeting in
her entire 16 years as a bo:
member.

During her time on the state
board, she was instrumental in
pushing the Legislature to
ndc‘r:gt Public Act 25, the first
Michigan school law that
required school accreditation,

Phit
{ power Rpnsal school improvement

plana, a compre school

curriculum and annual public

reporting of educational out-
comes. School reform had been a subject of talk
but relatively little action from the 1980s on, but
the passage of Public Act 25 put school improve-
ment front end center of public policy in
Michigan,

She received a ton of awards, including the

Distinguished Service Award from the National

ical conclitaions pointed out; omissiona in the

ublle record rectified, Never once did she ever
njeet heraelf ar her ego Into the discuasion. She
was entirely focused on eduention and how to
make it better.

A good atory in the Eccentrie, Dotothy's home-
town puper, hegan: “Independence, not ideology,
undenwored Dorothy Beardmorc's days on the

fchigan Bonrd of Education.” Her longtl
friend and fellow state board member, Kathleen
Straus, told me, "Dorathy was Interested solely in
making things better, gettlng things done,
improving cducation for kids, She was sclfless
and entirely without political ambition.”

According to Lyn Bankes, a former 14-year
state leglslator nnd friend, Republican Doroth;
Beardmore *had a harder time with the (pnnyg
nomination process than with the voters. She
didn't belicve in litmus tests.” In Michigan, candi-
dates for State Board of Edueation are nominated
at partisan conventions, Both political partles
have litmus testa at their conventions, but the
GOP test includes pro-life and pro-charter
schools. Dorathy was both pro-cholce and (large-
1y) anti-charter schoo). She told me she ultimate-
}ydccided not to run for a third term because she

igured she couldn't make it through the
Republican conventlon,

Although a staunch Republican, Dorothy was-
n't afraid to take on even tough guy Gov. John
Engler (mostly over charter schools), And she
didn't toe the linc of the MEA, Michigan's largest
teacher's union, ¢lther, “She truly was an inde-
pendent thinker,” Bob Harris, former sccretary to
the !xmrd and now an MEA official told the

Assoclation of State Boards in 2000 and the
T A entl tmtion Distineulsh

Service Award In 1999, She was elected to the
Michigan Hall of Fane in 1996,

In April, the State Board of Education unani-
mously created a niew award in her honor, the
Dorothy Beardmore Scrvice to Education Award,
which annually will honor a person for outstand-
ing work in education,

All this recital of impersonal fact is fine, the
sort of stuff that keeps reporters and columnists
empl and busy. But it misses the real point of
Dorothy Beardmare's life and career, She was one
of those rare people who became 1

ic. *For her, what was best for
the kids nlways came first. She really walked a
tightrope between her beliefs and party ideology.”
Dorothy was n person who was terrifically
effective at the political (small “p") process of set-
ting public policy, but who was never the least bit
partisan. She enjoyed service in the varlous
offices she held, not asan cgo tripbut asa
of levernge to affect the making of policy. She
never ance in our leng aequaintance talked about
“higher office.”
Dorothy Beardmore was the archetype of the

int

{uvolved in public policy nnd got a tremendous
amount done, but who did so not out of personal
ambltion or aggrandizement, but from a sease of’
commitment to internal values and public
responsibility.

Herc's an exumple. T have from time to time
written columns on thinga educational, Nearly
every time 1 did so, T would reccive about a week
after the column was published, n parfectly writ-
ten, literate and clear letter from Dorothy, com-
menting on the column over several single-
spaced pages. Errors were gently d; fllog-

cltizen palitician whe puts herself iorward to get
something done, not from personal ambition E:t
from decp commltiaent to make things better for
all of us, Somehow, she alwnys scemed to me s
figurc out of o more principled time, one who
excited trust and who won admiration bath for
het carecr and for the rarity she exemplified in
the sorry political system of today,

Phil Power Is the chaitman of the board of the company
that owns this newspaper, He would be pleased to get your
reactions ta this column ellher at (734)953-2047 ot at ppow-
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am wrlting to provide facta omitted from
I the letter by Chris Cumimins that you pub-

lished under the headtine of “Shoreline” on
Maoy 1.

Chrin sald that “from a locul pesapective” he
wis curious how our local State Rep. Aldo
Vagnozzi voted on House Bill 4257 allowing

roperty owners Lo remove wetland vegeta-
tion from the shores of the Grent Lakes,

We don't have any Great Lakes shoreline in
Farmington or the Hills, It
scems thls is an issuc that
most residents know noth-
ing about,

Lake levels have declined
over the past five years, This
may be part of a cycle of
fluctuating water levels that
scems to repeat itself every
30 years or so. Some arcas,

Joe

Facts back up vote on
shoreline legislation

The Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality aflows property
ovners to mow vegetation if the focation
s not a designated environmental area,
otherwise DEQ regufations forbid mowing
vegetation without a permit. DEQ s
proposing to atfow mowing a 100-foot wide
path in front of each fakefront home
without  permit, Together, neighbors
coufd create up to a 200-foot wide path.
HB 4257 miakes it fegal under state law to
do much more than ‘grooming.’

—_—

most nol-u{)lc near Bay City,

now have large exposed
!—ﬂt—w arcas of mudf{lats where

wetland plants thrive, Many

lakefront property owners
are upset about this.

The federal gavernment, under Section 404
of the Clean Water Act, regulntes the Great
Lakes shareline. This law has been in place
for over 25 years. With this law, Lake Erie has
made a spectacular comeback from near
death.

The Corps of Engincers, the federal agency
designated to enforce Section 404, allows
mowing of wetland vegetation without a per-
mit. Before a riparian removes wetland plonts
from public lands below ordinary high water,
he or she must receive a permit from the tl

corps.

The Michigan Department of
Eavironmental Quality allows property own-
ers to mow vegetation {f the location is notn 1
designated environmental area, otherwise
DEQ regulations forbld mowing vegetation

mowing a 100-foot wide path In front of ench

lakefront home without n permit, ‘Together, [l

nelghbors could create up Lo o 200-foot wide

path. n
HB 4257 makes it legal under state law to

running a till througt the lakebed. However,
the corps is unllkely to permit thia for many
reasoas. One is that tilllng the mudilats
allows invasive specles to spread faster und tl
farther.

A task farce of environmentslists, state law-
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makers nnd shoreline property owners was

created to nddress this issue, HD 4257 passed
only a few days before their report, Shoreline
‘Thsk Force Consensus, was released.

The report can be found on the Corps Weh

site nt wwiwlre.usace.army.mil under the “hot

opics” icon for Saginaw Bay.
The EPA has already notified the state that

beach grooming, practices approved by the
House violate federn! constal zone laws, The
EPA indicates they may revoke 83 million of

heir grants to the state, if this bill becomes

law.

Rep. Vagnozzi voted agatnst HB 4257, He

he Imminent release of the Thsk Force's

Report.

$le mny have been concerned about the

hrentened by the EPA.

He miay have been concerned about the
pread of invaslve plants.

Chris wondered If Rep, Vagnozzi doesn't

do much more than *groaming.” It allows like private property rights because of his vote
on nn issue thnt affects public property, 1
wonder If Chein is misleoding your reuders,

Partlann attacks seean to work best when
he nudlence doeant know the facts.
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mny have objected to holding the vote befare

without a permit. DEQ is proposing to allow  obvious conflict with federnl Inw or anticipat- .
ed the potentlat loss of Federal funds now

Jou Hantey is a water resoutce economist and a resi-
dent of Farmingloa thits .




