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REO Speedwagon singer Kevin

Cronin is experiencing a lot of per-
sonal energy these days.

1t's not surprising since REO is in
the midst of a popularity resur-
gence. Turn on the radio and
chances are a REO Speedwagon
song will be on scon.

If Keep On Lovin® You isn’t flaw-
ing through the airwaves, songs by
Styx or Journey might be instead.
1t’s this three-band coneert
Thursday, June 12, at Joe Louis
Arcna that's causing the buzz (origi-
nally the show was scheduled for
DTE). .

Prime seats cost as much asa
Lollapalooza or Bearl Jam ticket and
they're sclling steadily.

On a break from playing with his
young twin sons in California last
weck, Cronin talked about the tour
that he calls an experiment.

“We've played with Styx in the
past and we're friends with the
Journey guys,;” Cronin said. “But
when you have all three bands play-
ing one concert — and we are all the
headliners — you have a great mix-
ture of competitiveness, fricndship -
and positiva energy where everyone
just plays better. It will be very
interesting to hear”

Cronis said he's very sincere when
‘I‘;h says the Detroit show is a high-

ight.

*Every show is going to be differ-
ent, but Detroit? C'mon, it’s Detroit.
Detroit is a rock ' roll town and
every band out there knows L It's
not a eliché when they say it. It's the
audience that gives us such great
energy and it’s the fantastic radio
there that helps it all along. Detroit
is alwayn a city that bands look for-
wardtal -t e -

Crontn wouldn't specify if the
three bands will alt perform togeth-

See Pavarotti at The Palace, Sept. 21

Tickets are now on sale for concert, featuring Pavarotti as Tickets available at
Luciano Pavarott] at The the guest of honor. Palacenet.com, The Palace Box
Palace 4 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 21 Premium concert seats inthe  Office and all Ticketmaster
at Tickets are $177.50, 892.50  first twenty rows are avallable  centers.
and §47.50 reserved. Inaddi-  for MOT VIP Patrons and Tickets may nlso be charged
tion, Michigan Opera Theatre  Opera Ball attendees. For tick- by phone to American Expsess,
is hosting its annual Opera cts and information, call (313)  Discover, Visa and Mastercard
Ball immediately following the ~ 237-3425. by calling (248) 645-6666.
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Styx, REO & Journey come to Joe Louis Arena

1N CONCERT

Who: REO Speedwagon, Journey and
Styx

where: Joe Louis Arena, 600 Civic
Center Dr., Detroit

When: 7 p.m. Thursday, June 12
Tickets: $35-857, at the box office or
call Ticketmaster (248) 645-5666.

er on stage. However he said the
stage is open to improv. Fans of the
classics by REO, Styx and Journey
should appreciate this tour since it's
about the hits.

“We're sticking with the big guns;
each band only has abaut 70 min-
utes to perform, so it needs to be
compact. We'll be hitting the gas
every single night the whole way
through,” Cronin said.

And he isn’t tired of singing Ridin
the Storm Out.

“Believe it or nat, I'm still trying
to improve it,” he said.

Fans will hear songs like Roll with
the Changes and That Ain't Love by
REO. And they can expect Renegade
from Styx and Open Arms by
Journey. With Styx will be band
members Tommy Shaw, James JY
Young, Glen Burtnik, Lawrence
Gowman and Todd Sucherman.

Dennis DeYoung won't be there.
Lezd vocalist Steve Pervy, won't be
with Journey; instead Steve Augeri
is the frontman. Neil Schon and
Rass Valory arc the only original
members with the band.

PERSONAL

Cronin knows REO songs were

. ﬁcnoxwd for tecnagers who grew up

stening the band — those songs
personal for him too.

‘It's embarrassing to admit, but |
was more honest in my music than
§ was in my real refationships. ...
Those songs heped me through a
Iot growing up ... and § hear they
impacfed offiers. Some songs are
timeless if the fyrics are honest,

Kevin Crovin
RED Speecwagon singer ]

“It's embarrassing to admit, but [
was more honest in tmy music than I
was in my real relationships. ...
Those songs helped me through a
1ot growing up ... and I hear they
impacted others. Some songs ate
timeless if the lyries are honest.”

Still, some of the hits might sound
different when performed live.

*I could do an acoustic version of
That Ain't Love if it seems appropri-
ate for the moment. We can take a
song that everyone knows and dis-
cover something brand uew, sume-
times it can take years for a song to
grow up. They evolve if you let it
happen.”

As for the future of REO: Cronin
isn't ready to discuss it.

“The band has been rolling for 30
years and this tour is taking on its
own wild life that will prabably be
extended beyond the currently 45
scheduled shows.

To maintain serenity on the tour,
REO travels with a bamboo plant
named Lucky, which Cronin says has
helped their lives fall into interest-
ing places. (Cronin's complex feel-

BOOKS w FILM = SHOPPING » TRAYEL

Kevin Cronln, lead singer of REO Speedwagon, sal

id It's not a cfiché when musicians praise

Detsolt as a rock n° tofl city. REQ’S upcoming show with Styx and Joumney is a hot ticket.

ings about Lucky the Bamboo can
be visited on
www.speedwagon.com.)

And at the concert, look hard,
because Lucky might even be scen
somewhere on REO's stage.

When the tour is over, Cronin will
take time to be alone with his fami-

ty. For the moment, however, his
family is his bandmates and the
crew from Styx and Journey.

And the wheel in the sky keeps
turning and they don't know wﬂcm
they’ll be tomaorrow.
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Spend some time.

Support Detroit Public Television.

your family at the

A lot can happen from the
first tee to the

Share a laugh.

Detrait Public TV believes the perfect golf outing can bring you closer to your
family and other imporant things in tife. We call ours Sharing Strokes because
we've joined with The First Tee Michigan to present a day of fun for you and

18th...

Make a friend.

¥ new

‘S
Thc%)
Detyoit First! Tee'

“ Mickigan »

Public TV

For more information,
call Detroit Public TV's Karyn Herte! at 313/876-8116

ynd at The Wyndg,

Hills. It's an oppartunity to share a round of gott with 3 youth from The First

Tee's junior golf program while supporting Detroit Public TV's focal education
programs. The package includes an attergiow for your entire family that

features a pool party, lood and refreshments, “meet & greet" with a
PBS KIDS character and plenty of activities for kids of all ages.

Tuesday, June 24
Westwynd at The Wyndgate in Rochester Hills

in Rochester




