LG

Observer § Eccentric | Sunday, May 18, 2000

wescsrhometowrniife.com

|_TRAVEL |

Eclectic At
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It wasn't until the family was
taking a mid-nfternoon stroll
around downtown Atlants,
with several greetings from
panhandlers, that we reallzed
just what a Goldilocks cxperi-
ence our trip to Georgla had

en,

Atlanta was big, but not
altogether comfortable.
Claylon, a bedroom tourist
town about 90 minutes notth-
cast of Atlanta, was quaint, but
awee bitsmall,

And Athens, a college com-
munity about a hour from
Atlanta, was just right.

Athens is to Georgia what
Ann Arbor is to Michigan,
Home to the University of
Georgin, Athens offers a
diversc campus community
along with a thriving business
and entertalnment district.
anin? spawned altcrontive
bands like R.EM,, the B-521
and Widespread Panic, Athens
remains a musical mecea.

Wasn't that Sister Hazel at
the table next to us at the Thai
Cafe on N, Lumpkin? You bet.
The Georgin Theatre just up
the strect draws in many
nationally known acts. And it's
a0t unusual to find an Ani
DiFranco wannabee nr two

* strumming a guitar on a strect

Lormner.

On wann spring days -
which are frequent here - even
music instructors take to the
streets, sometimes with the
trombone sectlon of the
University of Georgla's march-
ing band in tow for  apectacu-
lar nural treat.

Athens {s nlso lome to some
of the most beauliful gardens
in the South. 1f you're lucky
enough to visit in carly spring,
you'll catch the brilllant eolors
of the aznlen trees, They make
cven the most vibmnt azalea
bush here scem scrawny.

Onc of the amallest but his-
torically aignificant gardens {s »
on the UGA campus.

The formal Founders
Memorlal Garden, which fea-
tures an ornate fountaln, rare
florn and brick path Is the

hens,

Georgia is Southern, and more

players out of the classroom,

sitc of America's firat garden
club.

For those wha prefer to seea
little more red, Sanford
Stadium, home to the UGA
Bulldogs, is just a short walk
away.

Memotials lo Uga I-V, the
bulldog mascot made even

Midn il

more famous in n

A musical mecea, downtown Athens draws the Unlversity of Georgla trambone

door between you and the little
oncs.

Though less so than in some
Southern towns, the Civil War
still looma Inrge in this city's

legncy.
1t's not atypleat o sce men in
Confederate garb riding horses

to who-knows-where to do
ho-k hat

the Garden of Good and Evil,
are located on the grounds,
Don't dis the dog - he's wanny
loved around here,

In addition to numerous
music clubs and bars, Athens

an
abysmal military artlllery fail-
ure, the double-barreled ean-
non, is now a cherished land-
mark on the grounds of City

Hall,
1t’s just nnother example of
horn i and smart

also offers dinlng
options, from outdeor coffee
shops ta steak and wine lunch-
es, Retall stores reflect the
town’s eclectic personality.
Patchouli-scented clothiers
and speclalty shops fill the his-
torical Victorian-era buildings
downtown, nnd offer n charm-
ing antidote to the ldcatical
malls and retail outlets that
line the highways.

DED ARD BREAKFAST

Several adorable bed &
breakfusts ean be found close
to the UGA campus includin;
the Magnolla Terrace, but klgs
will apprecinte the amenities -
read, indoor pool - that the
Holidny Inn downtown has to
offer. Opt for the suite and
you'll still get o bargnin, free

anda

muorketing. It may not have
won the war, but the South has
certalnly won the hearts of his-
tory buifs and building preser-
vationists.

Some of the finest examples
of Federal and Greek Revival
architecture can be found on
the campus of UGA and in the
city of Athens, And with sever-
al examples of archltectural
splendor, a thriving musle
scene, unique shops and
tremendous gardens that high-
light natural beauty, a tp to
Atliens means everyonc wins.

For more [nformation about
Athens, check out wwavvisita-
thensga.com.

Allce Rheln lives in Huntington Woods
and writes about a variety of toples
for the Qbserver & Eccentric

YOU WARMED
HER HOME AND
HER HEART.

Warmest thanks from THAW to the
following businesses and individuals,
as well as to everyone who attended
or cantributed to our Night of Warm

Patricia ), Heftler

Masca Corporation

FEwing Capital Management
The Kroger Foundation
McGraw Wentworth

ABM Janitorial Services
American Association of Blacks in Encrgy
BP Encrgy Company
Franco Public Relations Group

Henry Ford Occupatianal Health
Jerome Duncan Ford

Miller Canfield Paddock and Stanc, PLC
September Moon Production Network, Inc.

Hearts Il event on February 6.
SIGNATURE SPONSOR
DTE Energy Corporation
General Motors Corporation
SEMCO Energy
Bank One
ComericaInc, BASE
A Rlue Cross Blue Shictd of Michigan
Detroit Newspaper Agency Cass Lock Company. Inc,
Michael Flora & Assaciates Amy 5. Courter L . o
WIRAM-760 Cummings, McClorey, Davis & Acho, PLC Ouur expertise in Privase Barking lets the whole farnily kve bfe to the fullest. Even Riey:
W.XK. Kellogg Foundation ‘The Encrgy Group. Inc. *
The Cognet Groun. G“",‘{h‘ Uility “:‘“{*- LT No banes ahaut it: The casy fife is easier said than
¢ Cogncet Group, Inc. elncation America 5
Aeloate & Toorhe St.Joha Health Sysern dane. That's why Standard Federal Wealih Management

Strategic Staffing Solution

Toyota Motor Sales, USA . : . .
Unibar Maintenance Services, Inc. Wh'"m: you're secking capital to ‘v'h the reins of a
Whotesale Oil and Gas Supply new business or the helm of a classic boat, we create 2

provides you a full srray of private banking services.

program that delivers the funds you need while kecping

THAW, The Heat And Warmth Fund, is a
non-profit organization providing last-
resort cnergy assistance to low-income
families and seniors. We've been keeping
people safe and warm since 1986.

aleash on expenses. Bést of all, you don't have to go \‘l:‘\(lllsllx\llnl

far to make your wealth go farther. Simply call John

Tewin at 1-800-546-2788, We'll have you living, well, Mwmm
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