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Farmington Hills Officer of
the Yenr James Jarrett, City
of Parmington Officer of the
Year Daniel Potter and
Farmington Hills Firefighter
of the Year Larry Henderson.

=Speeinl emphasis will be
put on the 50th Annlversary
of the conclusion of the ho:
tilitics in Korea," Chiristens
sufd, “All service veterans in
the urez and their families
are invited to participate in
this year's parade.”

FOR A GOOD CAUSE

n

As downtown Farmington
salutes military veterans with
the parade, the owners of
Farmington Bakery nre offer-
ing a way to help those
directly affected by the war in
Traq.

From 8 ..m. to 11 am., the
Bakery will colleet donations
for UNICEF in Iraq:
Operation Child Survive. A
portion of the bakery's safes
that day will also be donated
to the fund.

The United Nations
Children's Fund (UNICER) is
dedicated to helping children
in need around the world.
Beeky Burns and Jeff Pavlik,
co-owners of Farmington
Bakery, wanted to give com-
munity members a way to
help with the rebuilding and
humanitarian efforts in Irnq.

*Memorial Day gives
Americans a day to refleet
upon those who have been
killed in war, While we grieve
for Jost lives, we can also ded-
icate ourselves to those left
behind and who need our
help;” Pavlik said. “Each of us
can take part in the liberation
of Iraq by sharing what we
have with the children of
1raq, who will forge the
future of their nation.”

*Our hearts go out to these
kids, many of whom are naw
arphaned ns n direct result of
the war,” added Burns, “This
is & way for us 1o help!

Far more information, call
(24R) $42-2860 ar go to the
UNICEF Web site,
wwawanicefusa.org
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by repeated blunt trauma to his

into detail abaut e care the
boy received, because the case
remains under investigation.
She said the facility’s guide-
lines follow state policy when it
comes to rnpor}ing abuse.

head, Wayme County Assis
Prosccutor Rebeeen Tenorio
snid,

His foster mother has been
charged with firt-degree mur-
der in his death.

The prosceutar’s office
believes it can show that on at
teast two separate ogcasions,
the ease workers fifled to
report clear evidenee of nhuse,

Charged are Beth Kaplansky
of Birmingham and Lori Ann
Wright of ‘Ihylor. They were
arsaigned on the charges
recently in 36th District Court
in Detroit,

Pauln Hebert, exceutive
dircctor of 5t. Vincent and
Snrah Fisher Center, said the

In a prep t.
Vincent officinls said they have
the greatest sympathy for
Joshua Causey's fumily, but
they are confident that no act
or omission by its employees
caused the boy’s death,

*Our foster care department
Tas a suceessful 20-year record
of safely placing children in
surturing foster homes.” offi-
cials stated.

They added the center hasa
quality provement commit-

i 1

Knplnnsky observed a brulse
near Joshun's eye, but failed
record it in hier progress notes
or conduct an informal investi-
gation,

‘The second incident occurred
Feb. 18, when Joshua appeared
atthe center with two black
eyes and a sore arm, On Feb.
28, Joshua urvived fur thempy
with hils aom bandaged from
shaulder to hand, and no inves-
tigntion took place after the fos-
ter mother said he fell affa bed.

Joshun's autopsy showed the
child had an improperly healed
fracture of bis left shoulder,
prosecutors said,

St. Vineent and Sarah Fisher
Center was in the process of

tee that ¢ reviews
policies and procedures,

Prosecutors sakd the boy was
placed in the foster home in
August 2002, From that time
to bis death March 18, they

two eny are on ad L

trative leave and an internal

investigation is taking place.
Hebert said she could not go

allege, Kapl made anly

one viit personally to observe

Joshun in the home.
Prosecutors believe

pproving the foster mother’s
adoption of Joshua before his
death.

The 150-year-old institution
offers omtreach programs for
children and care for abused
and neglected children as well
as foster home placement.
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nor a workaholic, "This is o’
very comfortable job.”
LeBlanc sald. “T enjoy it [
enjoy the peaple and T enjoy
the kids, Vs the hest of all
worlds in which § have tried.
It scems lke I have aniche. I
don't make a lot of money
but 1 have i niche where |
belong”

Even Bill Smith beard
about LeBlane when he
interviewrd to be the new
assistant principal at
Harrison High School, “They
sald, ‘Ceople love Harrison
High School so much that
even the head custodian has-
't taken a single sick day in

15 years!”
LeBlune, who works 2-
10:15 p.m,, is fighting cancer.

He's been in radiation dnily
for cight wecks, He goes to
Karmanos on Northwestern
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*I have my eup of coffee
over there in the morning
and I joke nround with the
people getting radiation,”
LeBlane said. "Thut's a won-
derful place. 1 get my radia-
tion in half hour segments
now, which is at the tail end.
1 am almost done”

He will use his five weeks
of vucation to recuperate.

"Yes, I do get sick butit
doesn't scem to knock me
ont,” LeBlanc said. “I just
work my way through things.
Just fike now.”

LeBlane ia divorced with
two grown duughters.

He has o bachelor of sci-
cnce in business manage-
ment and secondary educa-
tion from Oakland
University. He is a union
bourd member and part of
the Harrison High School
Crisis Committee.
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