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Check appliances before calfing service techs

it is to have a service tech-
nician knock on your door,
but the reality is that the serv-
jce tech's visit may be ahsalute-

Wc all realize how expensive

g sumery will not
even make an

the big reasons
why there isan

salesman at the store told her
the dishwasher has a heater
inside which heats the water.
The technician explains that
the dishwasher does have a

paying 869 for a rervice call on
abrand new praduct.

which stops heating or the
drum stops turning.

“The enst factor is around
$20.

One of the most common
complaints are with the ice-
maker in the refrigerator, The

and justalled a brand new ice-
maker,

now a used one, The poat guy
is beside himself,

must eall for a service techni-
cian, you should watch what
they do when repairing your
appliances, Any caring techni-
cian will be ghd to cxplain

rense of confidence.
‘There are still many mom-

working sarnples of the very
products in your home and can

PooL
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installation. “I would be guess-
ing on how long it took to pay
for itself, probably two or three
years”

it's only apen when children
are ot of schoal,

said. Currently there are about
2,000 solar pool systems in the

enllects sunlight and convens
it into clectrical power. There'’s
nothing te plug in, nothing to
wire, no electricians to call or
permits to pull.

The Solar Star provides up to
1,200 squarc feet circulation
coverage and the motor
exchanges air up to 00 cubic

_ ly necessary. — henter, but it must stilfbe homeowner wasa't getting any  what is wrong and what they Willoway can't take advan- feet per minute. It can also be
Many intelli-  hooked up to the hot water jce cubes, 10 he removed three  are dning. From your observa-  tage of another solar benefit, used in garages or sheds,
gentcon- pipe. This consumer ends up screws and a wire-harness plug  tions you could gain a new an cxtended season, hecause The Napolitanos worked for

other sotar installers before
starting Mechunical Energy

attempt (o Remember, the warranty He paid over $100 foritand  and-pop shops which will glad- Southeast Michigan sum- Systems in 1986,

zolve theirwn  takes eare of romething wrong it still docsn’t make fer, ly explain the workings of a mers feature more sun than They continned through a
appliance with the applinnee, natthe - Furthermore he cansit return— product and how to do-it-your- Floridn, and auxiliary heaters difficult period of low fucl
prohlems. lack of common sense. it for a refund becanse once he  elf, with a solar system ofien won't  prices and discantinued tax
That's e of Iet's take n Whirlpoal deyer  installed it, the icemaker is Some of these shops have turn on, Donna Napalitano credits partly by buying the

mailing lists of the fuiled com-
panies.

Joo npp".‘ll}cc “Ten years ago the manufac- Think about it for a minute, give you testing methods as area. The company’s office build-
repairindustry  turer atarting installing a little 1€ the ieemaker is not making well. Y Another product that ing at 8130 Canton Center
Gagnon J inthiscountry, white plastic fusc on the blow-  ice, take a plastic beaker meas- on should not Jose that confi-  reduces attic heat buildup isa Road will be outfitted witha
Whatever cate-  er side of the dryer. (if you uring cup and pour in water dence you can gain from roof ventilator call the Sofar SalarWall, an aluminum exteri-

gory of do-it-yourrclfer that
you faltin, [ would like to tel}
you that some of it is easy and
Just plain common sense,
Tet's take the woman who
calls for service on her brand
new dishwasher. She points
out to the technician that it is
taking four hours to complete
the cyele. As the technician is
going through his check list, he
nutices that the water line for
the dishwasher is hooked up to
the cold water pipe. He asks

remaove the back panel, you
will see it on the left side as
you face it.)

This fuse is designed asa
safety featuge in ease the air
flows too slowly to the outside.
{ can assure you that several
million dryer vent lines are
installed incorrectly or just
plain plugged up. Can you
imagine how many service
calls are rendered because the
little fuse is blown? Tt costs
nothing to have a service shop

into the icemaker mold. In two
hours, if the ice cubes sre
dumped into the ice bucket,
you have to figure the icemaker
is doing it’s job.

At this point all indications
point ta the water valve on the
bottom back part of the refrig-
erator.

It doesn't take but a screw-
driver and a small wrench to
remove the valve and take it to
a service shop to have it
checked out. It's an easy job for

repairing something yourself.

You can tie the shoelace but
you can’t build the shoe. Know
your limitations and do the job
accordingly. Lay the parts out
that you remove in a fashion
where you can't become con-
fused when you put it back
together,

All common sense, isn't it?

Joe Gagnon s host of Ask The
Handyman on Infinity Radio AM 1270 8
a.m.noon Saturdays and Sundays. You

Star, a solar-powered attic fan
that also reduces condensation
in vfinter,

“It's $395 and takes 10 min-
utes to install,” Napolitano
said. "It comes with 2 10-year
warranty and a five-year war-
ranty on the DC motor”

A solar panel continunusly

or wall that collects o thin layer
of heated air.

A blower sends the air into
the existing air ducts and often
climinates the need for a regu-
Tar furnace in spring and fall,
SolarWall has a 30-year fife
expectancy and ean be found in
20 countries.
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wide footing and the photo-
voltaic array is 400 square fect

the homeowner why the unitis  check it out and all you have to  any consumer to do. can hear his 1ips on W) 950 on FROMPAGE CI in arca.
hooked up in that fashion, and  do is remove two serews and 1 might suggest that if you weekdays. You ¢an ¢all him on his "It took cight months to get
she tells him the appliance take the fuse to them. are the type of person who show at 1-248-3561210. “A maximum of 5,000 watts  an OK from Detroit Edison for

Mudjacking helps align those concrete slabs

cycles of n typical winter

can cause conerete slabs,
such ns driveways, walks and
steps, ta sink or become

Oﬂcn the frecze-and-thaw

and a half in diameter)
through the affected concrete
slab. A pasty mixture of sandy
loam, cement and water is
pressure pumped under the

mentally-friendly since there is
no waste in the form of uld
concrete,

There is far Jess mess and
disturbance of grass and land-

charge a minimat fee, which
for small jobs, such as sidewalk
fags, may make this choice
unfeasible.

“There arc several conerate

is produced by the combined
current,” said Dennis Carter,
who oversees Seaholm’s
Engincering Technology
Department, “There aren’t
many sunny, windy days.”
Running for three ycars, the
installations include n wind
generator atop a 60-foot tower
and a 10-foot post and 26 pho-
tovoltaic panels on the lab's

use of the surplus energy)” said
Donna Napalitano of
Mecchanical Energy Systems.
Also conserving energy is a
grothermal heat pump, put in
by another contractor, that
pumps a type of antifreeze
through the ground. Via
ground temperature averaging
55 degrees, the heat pump
helps cool the lab in the sum-

uneven. slab through these holes. This . scaping than with concrete raising contractors in our area.  roof. Direct encrgy converters mer and heat it in winter.
Concrete pressure (usually about 100 psi  replacement. Look in your local Yellow Pages  charge 16 batteries housed in
raising, often or morc) lifts and stabilizes the Since the original slab is under mudjacking, for one the lab.
called mud- slab to its original height. The  used, there is no mismatched near you. As with all home The $7,000 tower is
jocking, or holes are patched, and then the  color between slabs. improvement projects, get anchored to an 8-by-a-foot
slabjacking,is  slab is ready for usc. Of caurse, mudjacking has more than one estimate and
an alternative Mudjacking has several its disadvantages, 100, check the contractor’s refer-
§ to replacing advantages. It is not as messy it is not a solution for foun-  ences.
these sunken us removing and replacing a dation repairs.
slnbs, concrete slab. The slab can be The slab, or portion of slab Harry Jachym writes Ask Dad, 3 col
Dad tudjacki us dintely after it has being lifted must be in relative-  umn on home issues ranging from
can lift drive- been lifted where concrete ly good condition. repairs and maintenance to builing
M ways, porches needs to set and cure. The If the s0i] under the slab is and temodeling projects. He is a
ame and even process ean be completed in unstable, there is a g Plymouth resident,
LastKame | streets, usunlly  most weather conditions. chance that the slab will sink Send any questions or ccmments to . R
ata much There is much less noise and  again. Jachym at askdag® comcastnet or in Find new recipes
lower cost than replacement. dust than iated wil Ithough concrote raisingis  care of Ken Abramezyk. Observes & .
The process involves drilling  breaking o1d concrete slabs. usually less expensive than Eccentric Hewspapers. 605 €. Maple, Sunday in Taste
holes (usunlly about an Inch Mudjacking is more environ- replacement, most companies  Birmingham 48009,

*UCC TotalHome made all
our dreams come true when
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Buy Direct. Save Big.

Buy more. Buy sooner. Buy quality. Buy now.

"We've
benefits  of

L0
cnjoyed all the
being  UCC

TotalHome members. This

we finally ordered our
bedroom set. You see, ive
never had » bedroom set of
ny own, At UCC TotalHome,
we paid $2,000 less than a
targe fumnlture store In our
area quoted us and $1,000
less than an offer from
another service. Because of
TotalHome's prices and
exemplary service, we've
renewed our membenhlr
and are proud to tell all
about our experience. We
roukdn't have done it without
you. '

Marle Louise and Wayne Ross
Metmbery since 1998

The choice is yours.

Sclect from over 750 quality brand-name manufacturers and their authorized
suppliers, without having to pay hidden store markups and unnecessary

mitdlemen costs. No deaters pleasc.

Request Your Complimentary

Visitor's Pass Now!

www.ucctotalhome.com
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FARMINGTON HILLS ROCHESTER HILLS

(877) NO-MARKUP
(666-2758)

(248) 853-5885

year, we purchased cherry
wood cabinets for our home
that sold in local stores for
around $34,000. Through
UCC TotalHome, we were
able to buy them for just
under $16,000. We've also
saved S0 percent on lights,
plumbing fixtures, ceiling
fans, living room furniture
and  bedroom turniture,
without sacrilicing quality.
We love UCC TotalHome
and what it's done for the
quatity of our home and
tamity.”

Kevin and Glenda Moyer
Membeey wnce 1989
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