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_ " These new plants add ‘wow’ to garden

The Rochester Hilts Museum at Van
Hoosen farm and the Women's
National Farm and Garden Associalion
#ill host a Garden Walk 10 3m.t0 4
pm. Thursday, June 19. .
Tickels are $10 in advance, SI2 the day
of the event. For an addilionat $15,
(unch wll) be available at the Paint
Creck Cider Mifl in Goodisan D am. 16
2pm. Tickats are now on safe at ihe
fmuseum. on Van Hoosen Road oft
Trenken, 1 mile east of Rochester Road.
They also may be tought by telephone
with a ¢redit card, o by check made
payable to the City of Rochesier Hills
and mailed to 1005 Van Koosen Road,
Rochester Hills 48306.
The featured gardens were chosen 1o
inspire and delight visitors with what
grows in the back yards of residential
areas.
For more information, contact ihe
museum by calling (248} 656-4663 or
e-mail rhmuseum@rochesterhills.org,
or visit ils Web site at wawrochester-
hills.org/museum.htm.

Lathrup Village
Tne Lathrup Village Home & Garden
Tour will Lave place 102 m lodpm.
Saturday, June 2t
Tickets are $12 in advance, $15 the day
of fhe tour. Seniors are offerad a dis-
counted entry price of I3, Ticket
vouchers wil ba available aiter June 1
at 1he Lathrup Viflage City Otfices,
21400 Southlield Road, 1hree blocks
north of 1-696, between 1t and 12 Mile.
This year's tour is the eighth event co-
sponsored by the Lalhrup Yillage
Mistorical Society and the Village
Gardeneers.
1815 an opportunity 10 view the interi-
ars of five of tathrup's most interest-
ing homes and visit four beautilul pric
vate gardens on a seli-quided tour.
The newly expanded Children’s Garden
and hisloric Community
Congregationat Church will also be

beautilication projects throughout
Lathrug Village.

A Garden Beulique will offer plants,
qarden statuary, unusual qarden
accessories and original ast trom locat
artlsts. it will be 8t the garebo in the
park adfacent to the Municipal
Bullding on Southfield Road. The
Young Astronauts will operale a
Garden Cafs, selling relreshments as
fund-raiser, Soulheastern Oakland
Counly Resource Recovery Authority
volunteers will stalt display tables
during the day wilh information on
tree and tlower selection, composting,
garden malntenance and lawn care.
Master gardener volunteers will be In
each of the gardens and in the bou-
tique to answer questions and assist
guesis.

Call Pat Gore at (248) 559-0468 or
Richard Reeves at (248) 5635610 for
tickets of tour i i

plant at your favorite gar-
den center this year? There

are some very interesting ones
now available that you might
like to consid-
er, Herearen
few [ found at
some aren
nurseries.

Lindaat
Bordine
Nursery, 8500
Dixic Highway
in Clarkston,
said, “Three
new plants are
the biggest
sellers”

One of them
is quite inter-

H.wu you found a “WOW*

Garden
Spot

Marty
Figley |

Livonia .
The 14th annual Garden Walk present-
ed by the Friends for the Development
of Greenmead (Livonia's Historical
Village) will fake place 10 am. to §
p.m. Saturday. June 28.

Tickecs are $9 in advance, $10 the day
of tne event. They may be bought
from committee membess or at any
of tha three Livonia public libraries,
the Civic Center Library Gift Shop,
Greenmead, and the Department of
Community Resources on the filth
ftoor of Livonia City Hall. The Civic
Center Library and Livonia City Hall
are at Five Mile and farmington Road.
Greenmead is at Eight Mife and
Hewburgh.

Seven lavely gardens and yards of
homes throughout Livona will be
open lor viewing. All proceeds benefit
the resioration and preservation of
Greenmead.

Call (734) 4662540 of (134) 425-4855
for information.

esting. It is the
short, 6- to 8-inch Fiber Optic
Grass with flowers on the end
that are similar to fiber optic
Christmas trees. The grass has
the effect of having sparklers.
‘This mounding grass is bright
green and would do well in the
front of a border.

Two other interesting grasses
for the border are Purple
Majesty Millet and Bunny
“Tuils.

Linda says customers think
unusual and fun, and want to
try something new. (Call (248)
625-9100.)

DOGWOOD, VEGETABLES

Beth S, Liskiewicz of
Steinkopf Nursery, 20815
Farmington Road in
Farmington Hills, is excited
about three new varieties of
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dogwood trecs.

Chinese dogwood, Cornuy
Kousa "Radiant Rose,” grows
to 25 feet high with a spread of
15 feet. It has an areing habit
and is very prolific, with huge
pink flowdrs, When the leaves
Dbegin to sBow in the spring,
they are tinged with red; in the
fall they are brilliant red.

“It's a great tree,” Beth anid.

Cornus Florida has subtle,
variegated golden-green
foliage and red flowers, and
turns very red in the fall.
“Cherokee Daybreak” grows 15
fect tall and 10 feet wide, and
has variegated cream and
green folinge with cream flow-
ers. Both are resistant to leaf
scorch.

A maple tree that is good to
replace an ash tree has a dense,
upright habit. "A good urban
treg,” it grows 15 feet tall and
10 feet wide. In the full it turns
yellow, orange and red. It is
also discase-resistant.

‘The nurseyy carries 400 dog-
wood trees. ] (248) 474~
2925.) .

I spoke to Pave Smith at
Clyde Smith and Sons
Greenhoused 8000 N,
Newburgh irl Westland, and he
told me vegelables were big
sellers, especlally their very
carly varieties of tomatoes stuch
as Early Girl, Beefmaster and
Brandy (an Heirloom) in gal-
lon pots. This allows customers
to have ripe tomatoes by the
middle of June.

MARTY FILEY

This striking plant, ‘Echium
fatousum, was grown by Goldner
Walsh Nursery Inc.

Guinea impatiens sold well last
year and Dinser’s Greenhouse
will have more this year. It
grows the patented varieties in
plug trays until they're londed
with blooms and ready for the
customers.

New Guineas grow well in
sunny locations in planters,
beds and borders, and necd
good drainage. (Call (248)
349-1320.)

Doug Docmer of Gerych
Distinctive Flowers and Gifts,
713 Silver Lake in Fenton, has
filled many baskets with
Supertunias and Surfipia petu-
nias this spring.

“When you first get the flow-
ers, pinch back the tips to

“The plants are bl

- he snid.

and ready to go,” Dave said.
“Customers also buy smaller
plants so they can have toma-
toes all seasort long”

This business hasbeenn
family affair for 166 ycars!
(Call (734) 425-1434.)

CONTAINERS

Mike Dinser of Dinser's
Greenhouse, 24501 Dinser
Drive in Novi, said, “Container
gardening is big now and we
have many of them already
assembled. Théy're filled witha
great variety of colorful annu-
als, including many of the
Wave petunias®

‘The bright yellow New
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“As the flowers start to fade,
the plants like to teail so they
need to be pinched back, just
above the leaf at an internode
once in a while so the plants
are compact and more bushy.
Keep them deadheaded; trim
them with your fingers.”

‘These plants are grown from
plugs nt the nursery and are
fed a slow-release fertilizer
that lasts three to five months,
so customers only need to
water them.

The colors nre hot and strik-
ing, such r3 a lavender with
pink veins. (Call (810) 629-
5995.)

Jim Slezinski, landscape .
nurseryman at Goldner Walsh
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Nursery, 559 Orchard Lake
Road in Pontlac, tried some-
thing new last March. He
planted seeds of Echium
fatousum, which grew all sum-
‘mer in the hot sun. The con-
tainers were maoved to a cool
greenhouse for the winter and
they began flowering about the
Tast week of March this year,

There are two varieties: an
annual, “Tower of Jerusalem,”
which is pink; and a tender
perennial, "Pride of Madeira,*
which is blue and a shrubby
plant 3 to 6 feet high.

“It's quite dramatic,”
Slezinski said. “They will spend
the summer again in the cool
house; they need some light.
Because it's so new we don't
know if they’ll rebloom.”

(Call (248) 332-6430.)

ROSES

I spoke to Lili at Wiegand's
Nursery and Garden Center,
47625 Romeo Plank Road in
Macomb,

*With ash tree decline
maples are making a comeback
for great shade and street
trees, not that they ever went
out of style,” she said,

She also pointed out some
exciting roses from Jackson &
Perkins, They are 2nd Edition,
“Habitat for IHumanity,’ an
orange-apricot grandiflora;
*Flirtatious,” a cream, pink and
yellow floribunda that has s
fruity fragrance; and "Tigress,"
another grandiflora with pur-
ple and white stripes, an
unusual rose with a strong tra-
grance. (Call (586) 286-3655.)

Wouldn't it be fun to visit all
the nurseries and see what
other “WOW" plants we could
find?

GoodgardenWords
node - a place on & stem
where leaves or branches are
attached internode ~ the sec-
tion of stem between two adja-
cent nodes

Marty Figiey is an advanced master
gardener based in 8lrmingham.

You ¢an feave her a message by
dialing (734) 953-2047 on 3
touch-tone phone. Her fax number
Is (246} 6441314,
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