| HOMETOWN LIFE |

Observer § Eccentnd | Thrsday, May 22. 2003

w O

Lydia Bofi updates Bab Bickmeyer's ‘do.
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Bickmeyer looked smashing
in a pair of vaniila-colored,
double-pleated pantsend a
dark blue, short-slecved shirt,
both by Barry Bricken.
“Fabulous, dahling,” said Cathy
Young, promations director for
the Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers.

Schroeder took more time to
find just the right look. He
finally chose a long-slceved,
dark bluc shist by Ted Baker
and a pair of flat-front, stretch
cotton pants In beige by
Kenneth Kole - traditional but
atouch u) e

*It makes me fecl like taking
my wife to s nice place to cat,”

he said about his fashion trans-
formation.

“Splendiferous,” said
Bickmeyer nbout his outfit. 1
like the color combination.
guess I'l] take my wife out to
dinner. I don't like to cook and
she doesin't like to clean up.”

Later that night, Schroeder
and Bickmeyer, along with
family and friends, nttended
the ballgame, compliments of
the Detroit Tigers. Schroeder
got to throw the first ball of the
game, and Bickmeyer became
“super grandpa” to the grand-
children he brought with him.

Congratulations to

hroeder and Bick who

Take care: Squirrels may bite

the hand tha

spend a Jot of time trappfng
and reloeating nuisance &ni-
mals, such as raceoons, -
sum, skunks, rats, mice
coyotes (rom property in the
Farmington/Farmington Hills
and surrounding arcas.
Careful review of the sitha-
tion requires common serise.
Never approach a wild animal
unless you are pasitive there is
no danger. Careful review of

down then reached out to pick
itup. The squirvel regained
consciousness just as Uncle

3 requires
sense. Over the years, I have
accumulated story after story
from experiences dealing with
nuisance animals. The follow-
ing is another story where
comman sense failed and the
outcome turned out tobe a
painful lesson.

‘While growing up we would
visit my Uncle Don and Aunt
Jane's home on the East Side in
Warren. Unele Don is a great
guy who would do anything for
anyone. The problem: Uncle
Don has extremely bad tuck
when it comes to his hands and
fingers. For uslong as I can
remember, he never had all ten
digits. Uncle Don worked in
steel plants, most of his life,
where there was an Inherent
danger usually causing injuries
to hands and fingers,

His most recent injury was
caused a week before his

taughter's wedding, He was

swere chosen from dozens and
dozens of entries to our Make
Over My Man contest. We're
happy to have made youn
Cinderfellas for a day,
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Randy Schroeder works with Suzy Brown as he gathers items to try on.

loading a truck with large steel
coils when one fell offand
rolled townrds him, At the last
second he managed to push
himself out of the way, unfor-
tunately his hands were alight-
Iy crushed in the {ncident,
Since his hands were band-
aged, his wife had to cut his
dinner for him at the wedding.
Uncle Don {sn't a carcless man
by any means, just unlucky
when it came to his hands, fn
one such incident many years
ngo, Uncle Don went mm‘ﬁlng
up north with some frien
and relatives. They where hav-
ing o fun spending time In the
wonds hiking, biking and
cnjoying the fresh alp.

‘While hiking, Unc{c Don
cnme across a squlrrel that

. menml to be dundtlin the

. Ho examined  forn -
while and decided h would
take it back to camp for every-
one o sce. Uncle D?n knelt
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One-Stop Race Registration and Pickup!
SUNDAY JUNE 1, 2003, 1 -3 p.m.

RIO BRAVO FRESH MEX, LIVONIA

Sponsored by Local Race Partners:
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Eat at any of these Rio Bravo Fresh Mex locations on
. June 1 (11 a.m.— 10 p.m.), mention the Race to your
server, and 20% of your bill {before tax & gratuity) will

be donated to the 12" annual event.

Ann Arbor Auburn Hills Bloomtield Hills

-Dearborn Livonia Taylor Troy
The 2003 Kofnen Detrolt Rece for tha Cure® will be Saturdsy June 21 st
Comerica Park,. The event is prasanted locally by the Barbara Ann Kammanos
Cancer Institute, To regiater or volunteer, cafl (lW)__MANOB or visit

¢

Don pted to grab it by
the tail, The squirrel twisted
around and then bitdown on
the tip of one of the two
remaining fingers on Uncle
Don’s right hand. In a panic,
Uncle Don swung his hand, in
a whipping motion, trying to
get the squirrel ta release his
finger, which resulted in the
squirrel clamping down harder.
Every attempt to shake the
squirrel loose didn't work.
Frantically Uncle Don, not sure
what to do, started to slam the
squirrel up against a tree trunk:
still the determined squirrel
would not release its bite.
Witnesses in the area sald
they saw a person running
around in the woods like »
madman screaming in pain
and begging for someone to
help him. Not knowing what
else to do, Uncle Don noticed n
stream, he ran to the edge and
dunked his hand into the
water. He was am: that
that squirrel didn't immediate-
ly telease its 1?1
Unfortunately the squirrel
drowned and still the squitrel

tfeeds

them

wouldn't Jet go. With the ani-
mal, now dead, hanging limp
off the tip of finger, he decided
to go back to the camp.

When the initial laughter
subsided, his comrades, realiz-
ing this was a sevious matter
contemplated how to get the
varmint off of Uncle Don’s fin-
ger. They tried a number of
ways but eventually they had to
pry the squirrel off of his finger
with a pair of pliers.

To this day, Uncle Don tells
this story whenever he sees
squirrels in the yard; it seems
to get funnier cvery time he
tells it. My point in telling this
story is that Is are wild

Enjoy County
park perks
with new pass

Starting this year, Oukland
County Parks and the Huran-
Clinton Metropolitan Authority
(HCMA) will he selling annual
park passes valid in both systems.

The Parks Perk Pass, which  *
costs $40, is good through Dec,
31. The pass is valid at all
Oakland County Parks, which
comprise nearly 6,000 acres,
and all the Metroparks, which
cover sotne 24,000 acres in
Qakland, Livingston, Macomb,
tWashtenaw and Wayne coun-
ties. "For o walk in the woods, n
family picnic, or an afternoon -
of fishing, the dual pass makes
close-to-h recreation more

and unpredictable animals not
to be taken for granted. When
1 hear that peaple are hand-
feeding squirrels in the neigh-
borhood, I think about Uncle
Don and wonder what it would
take for the squirrel to latch
onto the hand that feeds it.

Moral of the story is to let
your common sense dictate
your actions and never hand
feed wild animals, they have
teeth and they ean bite; just
ask Uncle Don. As always, any-
time you decide to have profes-
sional come out and review
your situation, make sure they
are insured nnd licensed with
the Department of Natural
Resources,

Ron Baker s 3 prolessional trapper
and owner of Trapper Ron's Animal
Removal & Relocation Services. He can
be reached at (248) 478-764%.

accessible,” said Jan Pung, a
spokesperson for Oakland
County Parks.

The passes are on on sale at
six Qakland County Parks,
including Addison Oaks aear
Oxford, Independence Onks
and Nature Center in
Clarkston, and Waterford Oaks
in Waterford. In nddition, the
passes can be purchased at four
HCMA sites: Indian Springs,
Kensington and Stony Creck
Metroparks, and the HCMA
Administration office in
Brighton. For maps and
locations of Onkland County
Parks, visit the Web sitc at
www.co.oakland.mi.us or call
(888) OCPARKS. For miaps and
more infortation about the
Metroparks, visit the HCMA
Web site at
www.metroparks.com or call
(800) 477-PARKS.

Canole L Cargls M.

734 853-2078

734 953-9091

An exciting, incredibly fun place to help all kids grow....

VACATION
BIBLE
SCHOOL

-
For more information on how you can advertise
your church vacation kible school here, pleace call:

&

ara
T34 953-2094

Treasures of the N!
June 23.26, 2003 o
-8:15 s

:00pm:
Call (734) 721.9322
Une st

='2,650
BRACES
Now omys I 0 olmonth."

*Based on $450 down and monthly payments
of $100/mo. for 22 months. Regutarly $4264.
That's a $1614 savings.

Plus there's never a charge for consultations.

Offer Valid Thru fuly 31, 2003
"Linced 1o 14 moath of treatment Adsaons! charge for wepcal
orthodomxr. Not vk weh capeston o Kecal dncount
progrum. Ofier vald bor new patwes only

Call For An Appointment

586-978-2100

Sterking Helghts Office * 37734 Van Dyke

248-476-6200

Farmington Office » 32750 Grand River

3§3-582-4620

Dearbern Office « 5050 Schaefer Road

MIDWESTERN DENTAL




