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Sharp team

Skill with knives
helps Salon team
take culinary
competition.
Taste, B1

Votumg 116 Numata 71
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Favorife

fimeed ;mll:

i We want to hear about
1 your favarite outing wilh
i your father, whether it

i beacampingtrip.a

i baseball game or a quiet
1norning spent together
fishing at a secret water-
ing hole. If you have pic-
tures of the event, great,
bacause we'd love ta see
them. We plan to publish
these stories on father’s
Day, June 5.

Please send your sto-
ries and pictures to
Renge Skaglunc,
Obsérver Newspapers,
36251 Schooleralt,
Livonia, M1 48150; fax:
(734) 591-7279; e-mail:
rskoglund Poe homecom
mnet. Call her at (734)
953-2128. Picase respond
by June 2.

Route closed

Grand River Avenue will be
¢losed to tsatfic between
Orchard Lake and Gill roads
from 9:45 2.m, until about
noon Monday, May 26.

The annual Memorial Day
Parade wil! begin at 10 a.m, on
Grang River just west of
Orchard Lake Road and pro*
ceed to Memorial Park which
is on Grand River just west of
farmington Road. Alternate
routes of travel incluge the
M5 expressway, and freedom
and Shiawassee roads, sald
Mike Wiggins, deputy ditector
of public salety.

City of Farmington resi-
dents should also plan to put
thelr garbage oul one day
later niext waek for pickup.

B Art corridor
The wildlife photography
of Ron Meyer s cursently on

display at Farmingtan Hilis
and Farmington City Halls.

The exhibits, on display
{hrough June 24, are part of
the "Art in the Corridor™ serdes,
sponsored by the Farmington
Area Art Commission and City
of Farmington Hills Special
Services Department.
Farmington City Hallis in
downtown Farmington, on
Liberty at Grand River, For
information, call the Hilis
Cuttural Arts Division. (248)
473857,

City swap

of the Civic Theater, Above, Saline Mayor
area.

The annual Mayar's Exchange Day brought officials froi
western Michigan community the previous week. Thurs

B |
AL BRESLLR | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

m Saline to Farmington Thursday, after local officials enjoyed 2 day in the
day's visit inctuded lunch at John Cowley & Sans on Geand River, then a tour

Gretchen Driskell and Farmington Mayor Jim Mitchell discuss the state of the downtown
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Technology
helps bring
case to trial

Fingerprints taken from the
scene finally find a match

e et
s vee

Thanks to technology, persistence of police and the
help of a victim, a three-year-ald crime in
Farmington Hills has come to trial.

On July 29, 1899, & 33-year-old Detroit woman
was attacked after shopping at Target on Grand
River. While putting bags in the back seat of her new
Lexus, she was assaulted and carjacked by two men,
sajd Farmingten Hills police.

One man pushed the victim into the back scat and
pointed a gun at her while the other man drove the
car.

Despite threats to kill her, the victim kicked and
sereamed until she was able to open the rear door.

After she fell to the pavement, the suspects appar-
ently panicked and abandoned the car in the adjacent

Farmington Manor Apartments. A Farmington Hills

K-9 tracked their scent for a short distance, but the

suspects escaped.

Evidence technicians processed the vehicle and
obtained several fingerprint lifts. The state’s automat-
ed fingerprint identification system had no current
matches, .

Three years later, on Aug. 12, 2002, Detective Jon
Haupt received o notice from the Michigan State
Police Crime Lab that the three-year-old unidentified
fingerprints had a match.

The state system had been updated from a finger-
print card submitted by the Detroit Police

-. Department following a narcoticarrest. Haupt
secured a photo of the suspect, and the vietim identi-
fied him as the person who drove the stolen Lexus.

Based on that information, n felony carjacking war-
rant was issucd against Ramane Issac Wilson, 24, of
Detroit. Surveillance and searches of Wilson's home
were unsuceessful. On April 12, the Farmington Hills
Police Department received notification from Detroit

PLEASE SEE CRIME, A7

Despite
student -
pleas, drama
prof's out

8Y PAUL R, PACE
STAFF WRITER

More than a dozen students
pleaded Monday with the Oakland
Community College’s Board of
‘Trustees to keep the college’s the- |
ater director {n her current posi-*
tion. .

The arguments didn't change the
board’s position. Caral Thomas
King, who has led the theater
department at Farmington Hills'
Orchard Ridge campus for the past
two years, says she is being unfalrly
let go because of personal conflicts

management at the college,

1f the board wouldn't immedi-
otely reverse management's posi-
tion, students asked members to at
least consider an investigation into
the matter.

PLEASE SEE PROFESSOR, A7

Farmington Optimists honor Bateman, Tobin

EY PAUL R, PALE

STAFF WRITER

Anthony Baterman and T,
Derek Tobin are the 2002
Optimist Club Police Officers
of the Year.,

The officers will be honored
at 7:30 a.m. Wednesday at
Evans Restaurant, located at
12 Mile and Drake Ronds in
Farmington Hills.

FPolice Chief William Dwyer

arca was hit with an ice storm

dent and immediately called

will recount the officers' meri-  flares after the road re-opened  and multiple internal injuries.

torious acts and carcer accom-  totraffic, Bateman was struck The 39-year-old driver of

plishments, including a seri- by a van, which propelled him  the vehicle was charged with

ous injury Bateman sustained 147 feet. He lnmred on pave- failure to use duc care and

last year. ment, caution when passing station-
On Feb. 16, 2002, the metro Tobin witnessed the acci- ary emergency vehicles, o

felony, and also with delivery

that foreed the closure of for assistance, then went to and manufacturc of marijua-
many area roads, The M-§ Bateman and detained the na after officers discovered 14
expressway near Orchard driver who struck pounds of marij in the
Lake was closed temporarily The fallen officer suffered van he was driving.

until it could be salted by road  injuries to his vertebrue,

erews, While pickinguproad  knecs, ankles, should h PO (248) 4715450

Hills resident dedicates
63 years to Sisters

BY PAUL R, PACE
STAFF WRITER

1t's nearly unheard of foran

employee to give 63 years of dedi-

cated service to the same compa-

ny.

But Ruth Smith of Farmington
Hills can boast just that.

In fact, she has been involved
with her employer, Sisters af

Merey, her whole life, and even in
retirement continues that dedica-
tion.

Smith or "Ruthie” ns her friends
call her, was born at St. Mary's
Hospital in Grand Rapids and
attended Holy Name School.

During a summer break in the
ninth grade, she worked at Mount
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Ruth Smith stralghtens up the gitt shop.
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