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How prepared is
too prepared?

When children in most Farming 1 y schoals
have a conflict they can't resolve, teachers send them to
peer medintion,

The combatants sit down together with someone their
own age, talk about their differences and find a way to
ise and live tog 7 bly. Last week's PTA
school board candidate forum left us wondering if o few
adults wouldn't benefit from that kind of guidance.
We have to wonder first what board member Pam
Christian was thinking when she blindly aceused the PTA
of fixing the debate by giving questions to one of the can-

didates beforehand, Her

gripe? Candidute Chend T be syre, there's nathing

prepared on some of the wrong with schoo! board
members privately backing a
candidate. However, this isn't

issues,

How is it possible for
a potential school borrd
candidate to be “too
well-prepared™? Ian't

that part of the job - e first time an elected
description? .

e Magbe Christion has  gffieial has stepped aver the
orgotten that Swaim

has presented her own line to attack another
rescarch on several “hot

button” issucs at publlc candidate.

forums. Maybe
Christian fult she had to
defend nnd support the
candidate she prefers,

‘To be sure, there’s nothing wrong with school borrd
members privately backing a candidate, However, this
isn't the first time an clected officinl has stepped over the
line to attack another candidate. In Christian's race two
yeara ago, a school board member sent out a letter attack-
Ing one of Christlan's opponents.

As we said back then, those kinds of tactics simply have
uo place in any election, much less a school boned race in
which all the participants hinve ene goal in mind: educat-
ing Farmington area children.

Christinn walked stralght to the press table with her
nccusation during the candidate forum. We hope if ghie
comes up with any evidence of wrong-doing, she brings it
to us and the PTA Council,

And if she finds no evidence, we hope she has the grace
and courage to bring her apology forwaed ns well,

DARTA agreement
makes good ist step

After numerous stalls in the state Legislature, area
leaders have made the right move to get mass transit back
on the road in the metro Detroit arca.

Last week, the leaders of Wayne, Onkland and Macomb
counties and the city of Detroit, working with Gov.
Jennifer Granholm, ngreed to form a Detroit Area
Regional Transportation Authority. The area leaders side-
stepped the slow-moving Legislature by using the Urban
Cooperation Act of 1867, which allows local governments
to come together for regionnl objectives.

As US. Rep. Thaddeus McCotter said, county and city
leadership stepped up to do what's best for the region,

A DARTA blli’wns passed lnst year by lawmnkers but, in
onc of his last acts as governor, Jolin Engler vetoed the
bill. It was reintroduced this year, but has made little
progress through the conservative Legislature.

The regional agreement will help to free up $850,000
in federal money earmarked for planning and DARTA
staff, It will also show Congress lfmt the Detroit area is
serigus about mass transit and help bring in operational
funding.

Detroit {s one of the few major metro arcas without a
fully toordinated mass transit system, The suburban
SMART bus systems and the city's D-DOT do cooperate
on scheduling, but there is a real ueed for long-range
planning and developmient of a system that meets the
needs of all area residents.

A transit system is essential for getting many people to
and from work. But it will also help in developing shop-
ping and entertainment districts,

By next year, DARTA needs to appoint a chief executive
and by 2003, it will have to develop a comprehensive
public transportation plan.

This is just the first step and many questions remain
about what kind of system wilt work for metra Detroit,

But at least we're finally on the road to some answers,
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Supports Bolsen

Karen Bolsen has my support for the
Farmington Bonrd of Education.

Karen will be n tremendous asset to the
Board. As the parent of students in the
Farmington system, Knren knows the
issues first hand. She alrendy has taken a
leadership role in the community ns co-
chalr of the Multi-cultural Multiracial
Community Council.

Al of the candldates for School Board
should be commended. But I belleve
Knren Bolsen's substantial experlence ns
a community nctivlst glves her the ndvan-
tage. In her many activities promoting
the value of diversity, Knren had demon-
strated the ability to listen to many view-
points and develop a positive course of
Action,

My danghiter will be entering Harrison
High School next year, and I am confi-
dent that Karen Botsen will be responsive
10 the views and needs of Harrlson stu-
lents and parents, us well ns other stu-
dents and parents throughout the school
district,

Andrew Hickalholf
Farmington Hllls

Thanks Democrats

1 thank the Democrats of the Texas leg-
islature for challenging the illegal redis-
tricting bill proposed by the Republicana,

1 thank the Democrats of the Michigan
teglslnture for fighting ngatnst the pro-
posal of Rep. Shirtey Johnson to build
new ronds before repairing existing ones,
1 thank the Democrats (and a few
Republicans) of the United States Senate
who fought to reduce the irtcsp?u!lblu
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and the world.

1 will continue to express my opinion
whenever and wherever it Is possible.
And I will continue to see it as my clvie
responsibility to do so.

Mary Johnston

that the students should decide what they - *
do and do not need to know and that
requirements are an archaic notion,

Finally, vote for a candidate that
expects more from Farmington Public
Sci:uu[s than most students do okay. They
have the support and the pro-

F Hills
Fresh voice

Congratulations on seclng the need for
a fresh new volee for our School Board.

Qur ity nieeds a fresh persps
tive and new ideas, not the same worn
out rhetoric that scems to permeate our
city council and many committees.
Wasn't it the Multi-Cultural, Multi-
Raclal Committee that threatencd the
success of our Founder’s Parade by
demanding the removal of one Shriners'
Unlt beeause it “stercotyped” native
American indians?

This action almost caused a complete
withdrawal of all the Shriner's from our
parade, This kind of lendership we cer-
tainty don't need on our school board,

Now;, if we can only get conceen par-
ents and citizens out to the polls. it {s
time to break up the “clique” that hns
existed on our schoot board for way too
long.

BllI Smith
Farmington Hills

History's yardstick

Some choose their leadership bosed
upon a “fresh face,” “thinking outside the
box,” o *new voice”

Might 1 suggest o more rellable method
of measurement, like p hlstory of involve-
ment, high integrity, demonstrated com-

tax bill sought by an {rresp
dent who likes forelgn affalrs more than
fixing the economy at home.

For those of you who feel the
Democrats are not capable of fighting
back or belng heard, listen to the growing
rumbling of discontent here in Michigan
and throughout the country.

The Democrats are the party that fights
for your civil rights, fiscal responsibility,
and the common persan,

Tamara Henritzy
Farmington Hills

Dissent

Since 1 have n No War sign in my ynrd I+
feel compelled to answer a previous.
writer's concern over these sigus. A socle-
ty without dissent i all of its forms 1s not
a free society. 1t s basleally antl-demo-
eratie to suggest that everyone should
think nlike,

The troulling subtext of his opinion is
that anyone who does not agree with the
minjority is unpatriatic. A grave nntional
crisls involving the pre-emptive invasfon
of another country requires more debate
not less,

The direction of such thinking is
towards authoritarinnism, The mere iden
that everyone should move in lockstep
with everyone elsc is detrimental to our
national well-being. A healthy and vigor-
ous discussion of substantive issues is the
hallmark of a truc democracy.

Too many Americans have become
detached and indifferent to the entire
political process. This does not bode welt
for the future. If this trend continues the
results will be disastrous for this country

gramming to do better. You need to
cexpect more than “okny.” .

Dave York:
Farenington Hills | .

Appreciates Ford

Instead of u letter filled with griev- .
ances, I would like to send aletter of .
apprecintion for Henry Ford Hospital {n
Detroit. Starting with the valet drivers
(five young men and women came to our
rescue to help cajole my father out of the . -
car and safely escort him into a wheel-
chalr} und ending with the 24-hour site -~
ters, all of the Henry Furd Hospital staff
were more than accommodating.

The ntrses (even the ones who were
not assigned to my dad) would come to
cheek on hiin, answer questions, and hel
with his care. The doctors were compas-
sionate. They wonld explain matters in
lay terms and allowed us to actively be
involved in my dnd’s trentment. The nurs
es’ nides {or personnl enre staff) were
respectful and treated my father with dij
nity. And the social worker strove hard to 22 3
place my dad at an appropriate aftercare ==
facility, which suited all of his needs.
Even the 24-hour sitters were concerned
and compassionate. The staff worked well
together as a team. Everyonc’s objective
seemed to be to mnke my dad comfort-
able (as well as us) nnd to ensure his safe-
y.

The hospital was clean and bright and
hx‘nd s!n}c-of-ll}llc:uﬂ technology. The
and disch

i resi- to this and its chil-
dren?
Using thia yardstick, it b appar-
ent that Karen Bolsen is the best eandi-

date for the open position on the
Farmington Bonrd of Education,
Jim Hall
Farmington Hills

Vote

With demoerncy and capitalisim under
attack from both within this country and
from abrond and recognizing that the
preservation of individual liberty is
dependent upon an educated cltizenry,
participate in the upcoming school elec-
ton and conalder the foMowing when
deciding who to vate for.

Vote for n eandldate that has and is
willing to express an opinion on how our
money ix spent and the quality of the
service delivered, Reject the notion that
you have to be 2 Board member to have
an Informed opinlon on the decision
wnde by the Board.

Vote for a candldate that understands
and supports theasurement of student
performance and holds both the student
nnd the School accountable for that per-

were
qulck and efficicat.

My dad has Alzhelmer's and canbe a
difficult patient at times. Seeing him
deteriornte so fast is devastating, so when
strangers come to your ald and steive so
hard to make you feel comfortable and
supported, it really makes you atop and
take notice. And niotice we did! My moth-
erand I wish to thank the stuff at Henry
Ford Hospital (Detroit) Neurology fifth
floor for making my dad’s stay so peace-
ful, offering a weary traveler a haven,

Andrea Woltson Hawkins .
Farmington Hills

" SHARE YOUR OPINIONS '

We welcome your letters to the editor. Please
Include your name, address and phone number
for verlficatlon, We ask that your letters be 400
words or less, We may edit for clarity, space and
content.

formance. Reject the notion that testing Mall: .

for a solid foundation of learniig is some-  Lelters to the editer

how invalid because it docsn't “measure  Farminglon Observer

the entire student.” 33411 Grand River .
Vote for a candidate that J Ington, Mt 48335 .

that all students should graduate with a V

base level of } ledge, under-  Fax .

standing, and competency in democracy,  (248) 4779722

citizenship, government, econom: 3, and

the three Rs. Reject the all too conumon E-maik

mantra of Farmington Public Schools

jhubred®oe.homecomm.net

T

“Alot of people try to understand what we go through, but these peopie

situation.”

QUOTABLE

\

= Peq Krueqer, Michigan Military Moms member

Iy understand because they're in the same




