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ngsbury named Journalist of the Year

BY SAI TRICOMO
STAFF WRITER

Hard work and humility are
not typically a combination
that lead to recognition, but
Troy Eccentric staff writer
Annctte Kingsbury proved that
theory wrong as she was
named 2003 Journzlist of the
Year for the Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers.

Kingsbury wrs selected from
a field of nine editarial depart-
ment employees durlng a
breakfnst cclebration ot the
Townsend Hotel in
Binningham,

“The other nomineca are all
0 good at what they do that |
was truly shocked,” Kingabory
wald,

Hach year the Observer &
Eecentric Newspapers unoes
one editorial employee among
it« 15 different mastheads for
exemplifying the journalistic
practices set out by company
owner and chairman Philip
Power.

Thaose practices revolve
around Pawer’s bellef that
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Journalist of the Year Annette Xlngsbury accepts her sward from Eccenttlc managing editor Joe Baymann,

according to her editor, Gary

! must
enhance readers' lives by pro-
viding unsubstitutable, rele-
vant information.

Kingsbury's wnrk in 2003
reflected that principle,

W
“Annette is Troy, and the

pressure this must put on her

issue after issue is daunting. 1

don’t believe nnyone else could

do such a consistently thor-

Friends of the Rouge
needs volunteers June 7

The Friends of the Rouge is
secking help to restore the
Rouge River and its water-
shed, include those in
Farmington/ Farmington
Hills,

Organizers are inviting indi-
viduals or organizations such
as schools, businesses and
congregations to join in the
annunl clean up of the Rouge
and its watershed on Saturday,
June 7.

In Fannington I1ills, there
are two sites. The fiest will
iave folks cleaning up trsh,

working on debris manage-
ment, native planting and
invasive plant removal.
Volunteers meet at Heritage
Park at 8 .. Contact Tracy
Slintak nt (248) 553-8580,

Site 2 will Involve storm
drain stenciling and site clean
up at Oakland Community
College’s Orchard Ridge cam-

us at the west end behind

uilding U, ncross Lot 6 from
the tennls courts from 8 a.m.-
noon. Contact Jim Kluesner
for Information at (248) 622
3405,

nuy,h and fine jobin sucha
busy town for as long as
Annette has,” Winkelman said.
Kingsbury sald she vicws her
role ns a journalist as a critical
one in the community.
“1 think we nre the cyes and

ears of residents who don't
bave the time to sit through a
six-hour meeting and pote
over pages of documents to

find out what's really going on.”

she said.
In addition to her work

reporting on government and
education issues in Troy,
Kingsbury was also honored
for her community involve-
meat, which included scrving
on planning committees fora
citywide blood drive and pub-
lic art projects.

Frustrated at the format of
previous candidate forums,
Kingshury spcarheaded a
mavement ta create a debate
whete vuters would leaen more
aboet Uie people running for
office theough nn inteeactive
dehate.

“1 thought we needed to do
something to get the eandi-
dates away froan the typleal
sound bite kind of statements
they muke in candidate forums,
Alotof the credit for this
should go to the Community
Network Studio in Troy. They
really ran with the idca and did
alot of the work,” she said,

The year also brought recog-
nition to Kingsbury when she
received a first-place award for
local column writing and a sec-
ond-place award for in-depth
reporting from the Michigan
Press Association.

The Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers received the most
Michigan Press Association
avards of any news group in
the state in 2003:

OTHER NOMINEES

Also nominated for
Jouraalist of the Year recogni-
tion were reporters Tony
Bruscato, Xurt Kuban and
Larty Ruchlen; photographer
‘Tom Hawley; copy editor Bill
Emerick; receptionist Emily
Champlon; paginator Steve
Culver; and graphic designer
Randy Mastees.

Thogh busy working out
the detnils of a jurisdictionn!
investigation jnte Detroits
Mayor Kwnme Kilpatrlck,
Michlgun Attorney Geoeral
Mike Cax presented a keynote
address during the nwards ecl-
chration in which he promlsed
to conduct a very thorough
investigation.

“I promise this will not be
Whitewater,” he sald in refer-
ence to the federal investiga-
tion into the financial dealings
of former President Bill
Clinton. *Between my office
and the Michigan State Police
we have seven investigators
and two lawyers assigned to
this.

“When we are done I can
promise there will be no
punches pulled,” Cox said.
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With the Longacre House tour over, Gill students head for the bus and
lunch at Heritage Park.

membership will hold an orga-
nizational meeting at 7 p.m, on
Tuesday, June 10,

nity house, by n
tors elected from House mem-
bership, The House receives no

‘The Longacre House, Inc.

During the meetlng mem-
bers will discuss and consider
appointing an interim Board of
Directors, for the purpose of
teorganization.

The Longacre House was
deeded to the community in
the 1960s by the Spicer family,
\mh the understanding that it

be run as a non-profit commu-
ard of direc-

Longacre House membership meeting slated

financial assistance from any
local government and relics on
memberships, community con-
tributions and cvents as its sole.
source of income.

Memberships are available at

several levels, including some
accompanled by spectal dis-
counts. For more informotion
or to become a member, con-
tact Executive Director Denise
Tawyea, (248) 477-8404.

‘The membership meeting

will be held at The Longacre
House, which is located at
24705 Furmington Road,
between 10 and 1t Mile Roads.

THERE ARE THOSE WHO TRAVEL, AND THOSE WHO TRAVEL WELL,

YOUR ROOM IS READY
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