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CON commission has broad powers

The Michigan Certificate of  clinical services.
Need program was estab- In addition, capital expen-
lished in 1972 to "balance ditures also require a CON.
cost, quality and access issues” The CON Commission hay
so that only needed health approved certificates of need
care scrvicea and facilit and reviewed dards for zir

develaped in the state,

A commlssion was estab-
lished In 1986 and became
part of the new Department
of Community Health in 1996.
The current commission has
11 members appointed by the
Rovernor.

‘The CON program covers
the increasing or relocating of
hospital beds from one site to
another, acquisition of an
existing health facility, opera-
tions of a hew health facility

1 N

ambulances, computed
tomography scanners, mag.
netic resonance imaging, radi-
atlan therapy, open heart sur-
gery, PET scanners and trans-
rlnnullnn services as well ax
haapltal beds.

A health facility is defined
as n hospital, paychintric hos-
pltal or unit, a nursing home,
a {reestanding surgical outpa-
tlent facility or an i IMO (for
Umited projects),

In late 2002, the state
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m'ldI thei

pp alaw
pting the Detroit

Medical Center, Henry Ford
Health System and St. John
Health from CON compli-
ance.

‘The law was approved after
the two health systems had
failed on several attempts to
win CON commlssion support
for moving beds out to subur-
ban sites In West Bloomfield
and Novi.

The law provided that the
exemytion would be \le}h

Following is a list of mem-
bers of the Certificate of Need
Commission.

@ Renee Turner
{CON Commission Chair),
executive director, Health
Care Quality Consortium Ford
Motor Co. World
Headquarters, Dearborn. Re-
appointed by Gov. Jennifer
Granholm March 2003.

3 Jack Stant (CON

drawn ifa
majority of the 11-member
commission decides that the
exemption will harm access to
health care.

‘The commission is next
scheduled to meet June 10 to
discuss and possibly vote on

C ission Vice Chair), con-
tinuing member, retired busi-
ness association exveutive,
Grand Haven,

® Peter Aflani, D.O. (repre-
senting ostcopathic physi-
cians). In private practice of
orthopedic surgery, Mt.

Who's who on the CON commission

Granholm April 2003. Mazitland Farmy, Inc.

[ ] Broan (repre- Williamston. Fe-appointed by
scuting hospitals), president  Gov. Granholm March 2003 ©
and CEO, Spectrum Health, @ Michael Sendler, M.S.
Grand Rapids. Appuinted (rep £, allopathi :
Gov. Granholm April 2003 physiclans), senior staff radi-

W James K, , con- ologlst at Henry Ford .

tinulng member, vice presl-
dent and director of adntinis-

tratlon, Flexben Corp. in Tray.
M Edward B. Oolzuun.l.l)..

cantinuing member, general
cuunsel, Universlty of
Michigan Medical Center,
Ann Arbor.
B Norma B RN.

Hospital, Detrolt. Appolated -
by Gov. Grenholm April 2000.

.M Young, D.O. :
Flint (representing schuol of
medlcine), assoclate clinical
professor of laboratory medi-
clne at Michlgan State
Unlvcnll?' Scf:o?;l of
o h icl

Med

&nd

and MBA (representing hospi-
tals), CEO and president,
Genesys Health System,
Grand Blanc. Appeinted by
Gov. Granholm April 2003

family practice physiclan,
Fliot. Appointed by Gov.
Granholm Aptll 2003,

Source: Michigan Depattment of

or of the matter. Clemens. Appointed by Gov. S James E of Community Health
BA"lE CON Commissioner Norma  ices are controlled by insurance move them, there's really no
FROM PAGEAT Hagenow, however, found that  companies and government —  need.”
L . argument to be about profits,  thase who pay the bills. There’s
The same situation exists in not patient care. litle compensation for the cost  DEADLINE APPROACHES
Novi, where Providence “You're now back into the of capital improvements, Still,
Hospital, which is owned by St. black by being in suburbia,” she  during a full day of testimony ‘Whichever way the CON
Jehn, h:u a frgcsu.ndmg clinie. tald Slubowszki. “As other hos- ere was iderable dis- C ission votes June 10
But for in-patient admissions, &] pitals try to level the playing agreement as to whether more  (and due to constitutional
the closest hospitat in the sys- field, they will do the same hospital bec's lates auto- i ding the revised
tem is in Southfield, in an thing. matically to increased demand  law, the commission may
aging fapl:ty in need of costly “So there ls petition for  and, therefore, higher health-  decide not to vote at all), legal
renovation. | suburbia, but nobody'’s compet- care costs. challenges are expected, both
Both hoapital groups say ] ing for downtown.” “There's an old argument by those who want 1o expand

they would like to move
unused beds from their exist-
ing hospitals to these facilities
in western Onkland County.
Not only would patient nccess
be enhanced, they argue, but
the increase in paying clients
would allow them to stay in
Detroit and better serve the
region’s needicst residents.

SLIM OPERATING MARGINS

According to testimony ata
hearing Wednesday before the
state Certificate of Need
Commission in Lansing, hospi-
tals can, at best, hope to oper-
ate on about a 2.5-percent
margin, It's not uncommon for
income from one facility to be
used to offset loxses at another.

n Detrait, half of all patients
are underinsured or uninsured,
1n the suburbs, most patients
have private health insurance.

“We've paid a high price for
our commitment to stay in the

e

Vin Sahney, senlor vice president for planning and strategl

PAL MURSDALUNY | STAFT PHOTOGRAPHER

for

Noone argued that moving
hospital beds will solve all the

problems, ot even close,

3 Rather, said Paul Long of the

Michigan Catholic C

that supply begets demand,”
said Elliott Joseph, speaking
for St. John. *That argument
was made when a lot of us were
dmitted to hospi use

it’s "one plece of an overall
strategy ... a very important

Henry Ford Health System, says the company can't renovate its TS:yeam Id
Detroit facitity and therefore would rather build new beds In the suburbs than

downtown, where thei're not necded.

city of Detroit,” said Bob Riney,
Henry Ford senior vice presi-
dent. While others have left,
citing staggering losses, a few
ave ined to inue to

dent of Trinity. “We advocate
for changes in policy. ...
However, building new beds
will not ... provide a retumon
thei o

care for those in need, racking
up losses in the range of $100
million per year per hospital
group in uncompensated eare,
One company, Trinity
Health, closed Detroit Mercy
Hospital for just that recson.
“We are sympathetic to the
plight of health-care providers
in Detroit,” said Michael
Slubowaki, executive vice presi-

for uncompensated care.”

Hospitals opposed to moving
beds to western Oakland
County argue there is a cost
that is passed on to all con-
sumers, whether it's the price
of canstruction or a loss of
services at existing hospltals,

e war is over & limited

number of patients,” Slubowski

said.

of that strategy”

One other component of bal-
ancing the books 1s philan-
thropic fund-ralsing, which
could dwindlc If wealthier
paticnts aren't served, accord-
ing to Vin Sahney, senior vice
president for planning and
strategy at Henry Ford.

“One of my blggest worrics is
if we don't have access to pay-
ing customers, we will lose our
ability to raise funds,” he said,
adding that donations often
come from people whose fami-
lies have used a hospital.

SUPPLY AND DEMAND

In today'’s health-care mar-

ket, pricing and access to serv-

we didn't feel good. ... The
world has dramatically
changed since that argument
was made”

Representatives of business
and labor disagreed.

“Someone is going to have to
pay for the expansion of hospi-
tal capacity,” said Tom Smith,
director of health care for Troy-
based Delphi Corp., the world's
largest automaotive supplier.
Just like in the auto industry,
he said, “excess capacity is very,
very costly.”

Smith argued that no new
beds are needed in Oakland
County because too many beds
are already going un .

“Unless you need more beds
somewhere, why would you
add new beds?" he asked.
“Whether you add them or you

and those who want to sec the
original CON process pre-
served.

“Beaumont strongly supports
the CON pi t applies
to all hospitals,” said Patrick
O'Doxoven, director of plan-
ning for Beaumont Hospitals.
“Allowing hospitals to sidestep
the process even once sctsa.
bad precedent and severely
weakens the CON process.

“CON planning for beds can
work and has worked.”

“There may be people who
will file lavisuits,” said Assistant
Attorney General Ron Styka,
legal advisor to the CON
Commission, who has rendered
cn informal opinion that some
of the revisions are, in fact,
unconstitutional, *Ultimately
the Michigan courts and
Supreme Court will decide
what it says”

(243) 902529

REGISTRATION;
Now = June 23, 2003
After Juno 24, 2003,
students will be charged an
odditional $25.00 late fee.
DATES:

June 23 - July 18,2003
8:30 2.m. = 3:00 pm.
Southfteld High School
24676 Lahser,
Southfield, M1 48034
248.746-7240 or 248.748-8988

COSTy .
$325 Residents
4375 Noo-Residents
Certified Check or
Money Orders Only
Jokn W. English
Adminixtrative Bullding
24681 Lahser
Southficld, MI 4804
Attention: Dr. Irma Hamilton
Supervisor of Secondary
Educotion

Certified check or money order
should be tads payable tv
Southfield Public Schools and
v must bo included with th

application form.

NO CASH OR PERSONAL
CHECKSB WILY BE ACCEPTED.
For further infanmation
please contact Dr. Irma

'JSOUTHFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS"
Middle School Advanqed Learning Camp

LEARNING QUEST 2003

Southfield Public Schools is offering a new and
Learning Summer Camp

exciting full doy Adoanced
for inferesied academi

currently in grades 6-8 entitled
“Learning Quest”.

= MATHEMATICAL COMPUTATION AND ENGINEERING DESIGN
Studenta will utilize advanced mathematical akills and engiteering
ingenuity to deaign and create an engincering project.

~ BCIENTIFIC AND MEDICAL MAGIC
Students will b introduced to and explore the chemical,
environmental, physical and biological sciences.
They will become familiar with utilizing the scientific method
in their invest(gative research,

~ APPLIED BUBINESS AND COMPUTER APPLICATIONS
This course will exposa students Lo tho principles of business and
markoting, They will aleo use (he computer to creato s business plan
of their cheice and design a vreb page to markot their project.

~ ADVANCED CREATIVE TECHNIQUES IN MUSIC, ART, DANCE
Studenta will be exposed to advanced techniques in Mualc, Art and
Danco. They will have the opportunity to creats an artistic
extravaganza utilizing the tachniques leamned
far a culminating performance,

~ ADDITIONAL COMPONENTS
Students will engege {n hands-on, experiential based activities.
Cooperutive learning ulm{n( and digfmnﬂaled instruction will be
Y h i s

Hamilton at 248-746-8983
N~ —

- SUMMER

‘Thers will be field tripe to n collegeAuniversity,
business andlor a medical facility. . i

~ ALSO AVAILABLE ~

ACCELXRATED ENRICHMENT ACADEMY (Grades 2-5)
June 28 — July 26 ~ Five-Week Session -~ .

8:30-11:30 a.m. ’

$275.00

B ON: - -,
MelIntyre Elementary * 19600 Saratoga Boulevard '
Dr. Mardella Alexander 248-748-8565 .
(Off Buergreen, North of 11 Mile Road) ... .. ...\

ou
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You're cordially invited...

Only Special Showing of
iotor Homes
Friday & Saturday, jJune 5, 6, 7

R D
% T

SHOW LOCATION:

HOLLAND
otor Homes

HOLLAND, MICHIGAN
800-221-7197

NOVI, MICKHIGAN - WYNDAM GARDEN HOTEL
off 96 at exit 162 & Novi Rd. 42100 Crescent Bivd

SHOW HOURS:
THURS&RLJUNES & 6

SAT. JUNE 7 9:00 AM - 3 PM

SPECIAL
PRICING

10:00 AM - 8:00 PM
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