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Gadgets help with summer fun

Smarthome Inc., a lending
provider of home automation
products and personnl gadgets,
has announced summer prod-
ncts for the backyard chef,
party host, gardener or anyone
participating in summertime
fun. “Generally around this
time of the year, people begin
spending more time entertain-
ing outdoors and the home
hecomes a focal point of relnx-
ation, which makes it a great
time to aimplify life by
automating the home,” suid
Matt Dean, vice president of
rales and marketing for
Smnrthome, which is based in
Trvine, Calif,

‘The following products are
available through Smarthome's
Weh site,

WIWVW.S mﬂ"h()n‘c com; or l)
calling (800) SMART! l()MF

B Cooking Fork and
‘Fhermometer ($24.99) - This
product ensures popular bar-
Decue meats such ns beef,
chicken and fish are cooked
safely to perfection.

The high-tech cooking uten-
sil has an easy-to-rend LCD
screen built into its handle,
which displays an exact tem-
perature reading, and notes if’
meat is rare, medivm or well
done. In addition, the fork can be
st to specific temperatures with
the press of a button, and will
bcep'whcn the meat reaches the

BB Rechargeable Cordless
Blender ($49.99) - This cord-
less blender gives consumera
the freedom to enjoy cold
blended drinks juat about any-
where, including the back yard
or campsite,

‘The blender's +t-ounce,
impact-resistant pitcher makes
itideal for outdoor pnrties,

M Peal Eye Alarm (starts at
$120.99) - Giving parents peace
of mind while children play out-
doory, this poo! eye alarm
sounds & 100dB sicen shen it
detects a disturbance caused by
achild or petaslight as 15
pounds falling into the pool,

For nigghttime pool protec-
tion, a night vision component,
using passive infrared (PIR),
monitors the pool’s surface
for a disturbance caused by a
child fulling into the pool, while
an underwiter wave sensor
monitors below the water's sur-
face.

W Automatic Garden Hose
Rewinder ($129.95) - This

product addresses the problem -

of tangled garden hoses.

Whea finished watering the
garden or washing the car,
users simply press the retract
buttan on the main unit and
the hose will automntically
rewind itself.

The device works with stan-
dard garden hose attachments,
including water pressure-
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Photo opportunity right outside your door

A street is dynamie. Cars,
buses and bicycles are ull sub-
jects with strong pictorial

the most varled and

Didynu know that one of
rewarding of photographic

subjects is literally right at potential,
your doorstep? And, of course, there are the
It's strectlife! Whether it's people,

Peaple walking down the
street, people engaging in ani-
mated canversation, peaple
standing on the corner - all
wonderful opportunities for
streetlife photography.

There is an elimost irre-
sistible nrpcnl in people pic-

the fumiliarity
of your awn
town or the
unexplored
strectsina
steange place,
streetlife pro-
vides tremen-

dous opportu-  tures and a subject preoceu-
Focus on nity for you pied is easy prey ton ph:lbmgrn-
nnd our cam- her with a keeneyeand a
Phnloqraphy y ::uick response. 4
If)’cu look A street market can bea
Monte through a pho-  treasure house of strectlife plc-
tography book  tures,

Nagfer
L orat & callec-

tion of old photographs, you'll
find some of the most interest-
ing pictures are invarinbly of
streetlife.

Market people arc extroverts
by nature and often have faces
and mannerisms which can
make great photos.

One of the problems that

WONTE MAGLER
The possibllities for streetlife photography are endless. This Is 3 shot Monte

Hagler took in Cambodla. This interesting woman is a caretaker for the
Buddha,

This is largely because it is
this aspect of our lives that
most readily reflects the fash-
ions, trends and lifestyles of a
particular period.

Store fronts have an identity
of their own.

Advertising signs, lamp-
posts, even mailboxes are
important features of the street
and can be effective elements
of a photographic composition.

often occurs in streetlife pho-
tography is confusing and busy
backgrounds,

Try to avoid this by choosing
a camera position that isolates
your subject from the sur-
roundings. Use a telephoto
lens to frame your picture
tightly and by using a wide
aperture, distractions in the
background will be kept out of
focus.

To minimize problems with
contrast, phatograph subjects
that tre aut of direct sunlight,
Better still, an overcast day
provides the hest lighting for
streetlife people pictures.
Bright colors are more saturat-
ed and lighting on faces is
more flattering.

Usc a fast film in the
400ASA range cither color
or black nnd white depending

an your preference,

The faster films will
enable you to hand hold expa-
sures under most circum-
stances,

S there you have it. Become
streetwise with streetlife,

Monte Nagler is a fine art photogra-
pher based in Farmington Hills, You
can leave a message for him at (734}
953-2047.
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Matthew P. Cullen, Tournament Chair
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