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Suburban mosques grow
as congregations prosper

&Y WAYXL PARRY
ASSOCIATIO PRISS WRITER

SOUTT] BRUNSWICK, New
Jersey (AP) — Just off one of
the buslest Righwnys ln thls
raphilly growlng suburb sita the
new fnee of Istam b Amerien,

The tlawic Soclety of
Centiul Jersey's mosque iy
tucked away umid the pine
trees nnd fowerlng plak dog-
wowda along the booming
high-tech corridar leading into
Princeton. Next door, liuge
concrete water main pipes lic
onthe slde of the voad, rendy
to be instnlled as part of a new
housing development.

The mosque's

percent of those in suburban
ions raw their

“UW‘ill'd Unlversity in

tlons grow by 10 pereent Just
from 18992000, while 53 per-
cent of uthan mosques saw
simflar growth over that samse
perlod. The conuell plans n
recond atudy In 2005,

The suburban growth is not
exclusive to Lslam; major
Christlan and Jewish organiza-
tions also are growlng ln sub-
urban arcas ns poplntions
expand fasther from the urban
cure, But the growth among
Muslim congregations has
been dramatic,

At the tslamle Socicty of
Ctntrnlklcrsc); many r{u:mbcrs

parking lots ill up with wint
vans and SUV's, disgorging
arcnts nnd kids hurrying
nside for worship between
work and classes,

Scenes like this are playing
out across the United States as
Muslim communities spread
out from the citles to the sub-
utbs. Definitive statistics are
hard to cotie by, but some
Muslim leaders and sociolo-
gists, backed by ancedotal evi-
dence, say the fustest growth of
mosques is occurring in the
suburbs.

That was also the conclusion
of a 2001 nationwide study of
mosgues by the Council on
Awerican islamic Relations.
“This is more and more where
Musllims are living,” said Ishan
Dagby, a professor at the
University of Kentucky who
conducted the study.

As was the case with woves
of European, Asian and Latino
tmmigrants in past decades,
Muslim immigrants settled in
the cities. As they established
businesses and pros Feml. they
= or more commanly, their
children — moved to the sub-
uebs.

“The Muslims are following
the exnet same pattern,” Bagby
said.

Ot of BON mosques sur-
veyed, Bagby found that 77

arc engl or
medical professionals who set-
tled in the area in the 1970s
and '80s to be close to well-
paying jobs.

Naw the $1.2-million
mosque has about 500 familics
a8 active members, most of
them recent immigrant profes-
sionals who chiose the suburbs
over more established Muslim

D.C., noted sever-
o prlnc]xml differcices
between urban and suburban
mosques,

While there are exceptlons,
he sald the [ancr-city mosques
tend to be predominantly
Aftlean-American, nore
Tnward-looking and fucused
more Inteatly on addresalng
nelghborhood concerns like
poverty, drug abuse and
employment.

‘Those in the subutbs are
more likely to be populated by
inimigrant Musllms from the
Middle Enst or south Asta,
with a keener interest in world
affairs, particularly condltions
in lgitlr countrics of arigin, he
said,
Imum Johari Abdul-Mallk,
of the Dar Al-H{jrah mosgue
outside Washlngtan in
Church, Va., said the growth of
the suburban Muslim popula-
tion in Ametica was greatly
influenced by State
D s d

communltics In New Jersey,

such as Paterson or Jersey City.
1ts school has mare than 200

f\udcnls and a toug waiting
ist. .

"Not everyone wished to live
and educate his kids in fersey
City," sald the center’s lmam,
Hamud Ahmad Chebli, “They
spread out to different areas.
Suburban Muslim families
knew each other and put their
moncy together and started
local mosques”

Ovenll, no onz knows exact-
B;huw many Musllms are in

e United States _ estimates
vary drumatically, from rough-
1y 2 millian to 6 mlllion.
CAIR's study of mosques found
63 percent were still in urban
arcas.

The urban-suburban con-
trast is beginning to draw the
attention of religious scholars
and academles studying the
growth of Islam in America,

Professor Sulayman Nyang,
chairman of African studies at

on
whlch immigrants to acoept as
U.S. residents over the Inst
three deendes,

“They identified raw talent
in the information technology
industry, and quotns went out
the window” he sald. “As the
Islamic experiment became:
suceessful, they wound up.
moving into the suburbs.”

Abdul-Malik said the next
logical step for the suburban
Musllm community is one that
hos happened with other waves
of immligrants _ essimilation.

“America has become the
erucible for Islam,” he sald.
“The crucible is a container
where you put an element,
placeitin the fire and heat it
so that you burn away all but
the pure element.

“The Paldstani and
Sudancse and Somali and
Afghan parts get burned off
an {wu‘m left with Ameriean
Muslims all standing in the
same mosque, all praying
together”
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