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take over. Baked goods, jams,
jellies, maple syrup and honey
are other favorites among reg-
ular customers,

Hobson shares a atall with
Angie Pelinski, hence, the
company name, Hobski.

Hobson's family has farmed
on the same land in Clifford,
Mich., for 115 years. The farm
was named Hickory Hill farm
by his great-great-grandfather,
In fact, maple syrup and navy
beans have been produced
every year on the homestead,

“You can’t do anything else,
because it's in your blood,”
Hobson, 48, said. “It's who I
lnm. It's all agriculture ull my

ife.”

His goal is to get more prod-
ucts off his farm and into the
city. Last year, for instance, he
ran fresh eggs on a route to the
city just like his great-grandfa-
ther who peddied eggs.

Organic vegetables might be
a trend, but Hobson stresses
that it’s not new.

*If you don't use any type of
chemicals for three years and
you pay a lot of money, you get
a picce of paper that says it's
organie,” said Hobson who
sells some certified urganic
products,

“We're beyond organics,” he
said, "We want you to check
out the farm and what's grow-
ing around,” he said.

In fact, Hobson likes to
invite customers to come visit.

"My mom and dad are in
their 70s,” Hobson said. "We
have all kinds of chairs and you
can sit acound here and jaw all
day long. We're farm fresh peo-
ple. We just joke and have a lot

of fun.”

Living on a farm, he said, it's
casy to walk out the front door
into the field and pick same-
thing fresh off the vine,

“We're trying to get our

use their vegetables in differ-
ent dishes and they could tel}
you anything about it,” Voges
said. "It also supports our local
farmers”

product down to the city where  PLYMOUTH
the people are,” Hobson said.
“They don’t get the fresh Families like the Hobsons
things like us, Everybody inthe  mny be dwindling, but they're
city is trying to come up here not gone, Take the Heim fami-
to the country” . . ly, for instance,
Hobsors ~"We're trying fo get our who sell thelr
daughter . farm goods at
Ancieisthe  productdowntothecity the Farmers
sixth g{cncm- where th I T S(nrkct in
tion o ere the e are. owntown
Hobsons who " @ (he peaple ar N ey Plymouth,
havelivedin  don't get the freh things  where cus-
;I]ul: hnusc.hShc tomers come
elps on the i H from all over to
&m o ﬁ he ke us. Everybody in the city e ey
e market H f ers, potted
e market i 18 trying to come up hiere to flovers nd
out. ' plants, herbs,
“My mom is the m"er‘ baked goods,
atthe kitchen . Jjams, jellics
table right now :'“:m Harbson M and preserves
cleaning out ochester Farmer's Market vendor | inThe
the garlic and Gathering
tomorrow we'll across the

take it down to the marke? al)
clean,” said Hobson, who sells
fresh cggs, sweet corn, organi-
cally grown lettuce, tomnatacs,
asparagus and a lot of other
produce. "They want to come
down there because it's farm
fresh. It's all going back to the
freshness. They're finally figur-
ing out that they need to, Pills
aren’t working for people —
they need the natural aspect,
The closeness to the farm.”

Nancy Voges, Rochester
Hills markat manager and
Downtown Development
Authority ndministrative assis-
tant, is drawn to buy at the
mnrket for the freshness and
variety,

"The vendors tell you how to

street from Kellogg Park.

Glenn Heim, of Heim
Gardens, has been taking his
family'’s farm goods ta the mar-
ket for 26 years.

“You mect a lot of people,” he
said.

Hcim's grandson, Justin
William Heim, 2, is the sixth
generation living on the
Chelsca farm where alt kinds
of flowers and produce spring
from the ground.

“I've been farming all my
life,” Heim said, adding that he
started growing produce in
1983. Before that he grew alot
of wheat and hay.

Todny, his biggest sellers are
asparagus and flowers,

In the years he's been at the
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market, Heim said, he has seen
alot of chanyes in what cus-
tomers want. Demand ahwa;
drives supply. So he stoppe
growing as much potatoes as
he once did.

“I used to take 10 bushels
and would sell them all and
now I take 1.5 bushels and take
a half bushel home,” Heim
explained. “Husbands and
wives work now and they all
cat out.”

Heim said he found that cus-
tomers would rather “spend a
dollar for a flower than spend
one for something to eat.”

‘That cultural shift nudged
him into making changes in
the way he does business, like
growing greenhouse plants,

~The farmers are always will-
ing to help;” explained Jennifer
Clifton, Plymouth Chamber of
Commesce administrative
assistant who lives in
Plymouth and goes to the
Farmer’s Market every week-
end for planted herbs and

LIVONIA

Across town in Livonia,
shoppers get a good dose of
history when they visit the
Farmer’s Market at the Wilson
Barn, Sponsored by the
Friends of the Barn, an organi-
zation that works to preserve
the historic bam and house at
the corner of Middlebelt and
West. Chicago, the vendors
draw about 200 people every
week.

The barn was built in 1886
and is a state and national his-
toric building. It burned down
in 1916 and was rebuilt one
year later. The house was built
in 1885.

In its 13th year, the Farmer's
Market at the Wilson Barn
offers the usual produce and
plants, but also provides a vari-
ety of handmade crafts, baked

goods and even popeorn. A few

Farmers'
can be used in
various ways

produce

“heup cinnaman pecans (see

aeup caspberry vinegar

rcup each: red, yellow, and
qreen and crange sweet
bell pepper, finely chopped

T13rge clove gartic, minced

112:inch pizza crust

1tablespoon each: chopped
fresh rosemary, oregano
and thyme or | teaspoon
each deied

“eeup tomato sauce

Heat oil in large heavy skillet
over medium law heat.,

Add sliced onion, sweet bell
peppers and garlic; sauté just
until onions are golden, sbout
5 minutes.

Place pizza crust on pizza
pan or baking sheet,

Brush crust with oil from
skillet. Sprinkle herbs over top,
Spoon tomato sauce over
herbs. Top with onion and pep-
per mixture.

Bake at 400 degrecs F10 to
12 minutes or until crust is
heated through and erisp.

Makes one large pizza.

Mixeo Green SaLap W
CIHRAMON PECANS

B cups mixed salad greens

¥cup crumbled goat cheese

Recipes courtesy of Famil;
megj' v v recipe below)
‘hcup dried cranberries
Vioaua Sweer Onion Heas & 3 tablespoons honey
Peeosr Przza 3
eup oive ol 11ablespoon olive ofl
1¥idalia sweet onfon, tninly Lablespasn i
sliced

raspbesry jam

pecans and cranberries. In
small bowl, whisk together
honey, raspberry vinegar, rasp-
berry jam and ofl. Toss with
salad. Makes 4 to 6 servings.

Cixnamon PECAS
1ablespoon margarine
3 cups pecan halves
" ¢up sugar, reserving | table-

spacn .

2teaspoons ground cinnamon
Trteaspoon ground ginger
Trteaspoon ground nutmeq

In large nonstick skillet, melt
margarine and stir in pecans
and sugar. Stir until sugar
melts (5 to 10 minutes), watch-
ing carefully, tossing pecans so
they don't burn.

‘When sugar {s melted and

ns brown, remave from
[y

In a small bowl, mix together
the remaining 1 tablespoon
sugar, cinnamon, ginger and
nutmeg. Toss with pecans,
Spread mixture on wax paper
and cool for 20 minutes, Break
up any clumps and store in zip-
per-lock bag.

EXT]

ot

spaces are stil] available at the
market for a $10 donation
each Saturday. For more infor-
mation, call Debra Edbauer at
(734) 525-8718 or Gloria
Laiklam at (313) 563-7948.

Livonia added a second
farmer’s market at Greenmead,
which is also an historic farm.
The 95-acre site features an
1841 Greek Revival farmhouse
and its outbuildings.

This year for the first time,
tours will be given during the
farmer’s market at Greenmead
giving shoppers a chanee to
buy fresh goods, have lunch
and sce farm life the way it was
nearly two centuries ago. Tours
include walks through the Hill
House, the barn and farm
hand’s house,

Visitors wiil also notice n

chicken coop, carringe house,
greenhouse, a caretaker's cot-
tage and corn crib showing the
entire way of life on a farm
yoars ago.

“It's a small country market
on a beautiful farm slte,”
explained Linda Wiacek,
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This will‘be our last NIE colom
.of the 2002-2003 school year

As a special summer send-off activity, you need to
write a news sfory about what you anticipate your
summer vacation will entail-part-fime ioE
projects, etc. Include a headline, information on
who-what-when-why-where and how, and make
sure that it reads like a news story would.

At the end of the summer, it will be fun to look back
at your pre-summer news story and then write
another story of what actually did take place-but set
it up as a news story "Correction”.

Enf'(og your summer!}
We'll be back here when school resumes!
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And thanks to our special NIE sponsors:
Sam's Club  Hitachi ~ Kurth Agencies UPS
Greenstone Midwest Guaranty Bank 7-11

Find out how your businesses can support our newspai:er in the
classroom program by calling
734.953.225
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