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Janet Jackson d'splays maps in the olfice of Grange Water and Sewer Authority In Chapel Hill. Jackson graduated May
18 with a deqree in geography from the University of Horth Carotina at Chape! Hill.

FHS graduate earns college
degree - 30 years later

BY PAUL & PACE
STAFF WRITER

After pursuing her bache-
lot’s degree for more than 20
years, oric would think Janet
Dutton Jackson would have
given up.

Jnckson, who grew up in
Farmington Hills and is 1973
graduate of Farmington High
School, f';mlly got her degree

after her first marriage broke
up, lovking after a sick child,
going back to work then focus-
ing on her bachelors degree in.
geography after landing a job
in the geographic information
systems department for the
Orange Water and Sewer
Authority, which scrvcs Chaopel
Hill and Carrhoro, N.

“We're really pmud ufhcr
sle Patt, \\ha noted her

this spring from the Ul
of North Carolina - 30 vears
afier tnking her first college
course in Michigan.

Jackson's parcnts, Jack and
Patt Dutton, and sister Judy
Dutton Madigan still live in
Farmington Hills.

Jack and his sons, Doug and
Jim, run the Farmington Hills-
based Northwest Pattern Co.

Patt aid she's very proud of
her dnughter’s accomplish-
ment. In fact, the college news-
r g]cr took notice of it, pub-

i asiory about how -
.Yuduan never gave up on her
dream desplte several serious
sctbacks along the way.

Looking back, Jackson com-
pilesa long list of difficulties:
nursing a severcly broken leg,
raising two kids on her own

AAUW ‘Garden Party’ fund-raiser slated

was In Fi
High's murc.hlng band. “She
really sticks to it”

Geography Professor John
Florin told the UNC newspaper
that he guided Jackson in her
four years at UNC. He is quot-
ed as saying her “enthusiasm,
perscverance and constant

beat attitude” pulled her
ngud of other candidates for n
coveted undergraduate award.

The McNally Award for
Excellence in Geography rec-
ognizes the senior geogrophy
major with superior academie
petformance.

Jackson has since re-mar-
ried and gained a stepdaugh-
ter. She uses her bachelor's
degree in geography, witha
minor in information lcicncc
st the water d
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the GIS caordinator.

Where did she find the ener-
£ to complete her degree?

She credita her parents’ drive
and determination.

"I think I come by it natural-
1y;" Jacksan said by shone from
North Carolina,

“I'm glad | am where I am,”
she said. *It's been a long road”

When Jackson knew where
she wanted to go, she realized
that she needed technology
skills to get there.

*I wanted a carcer that
would go the distance.”

Jackson is also the first stu-
dent at the university to go on
a speakers tour. She traveled
across the state, talking to
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The Farmi Branch of
the American Association of
Unlversity Women in con-
Junction with the ¢ Longacre
House at 24705 Fe

L House resident
chef, Donations are 821 cach,
and the public is invited to
attend. All pmeccdﬁ go lg the

Road, Farmington Hills, will

pmenl a summer Garden

Pmy on Snurdn),.lune 28.
salad | meou is

Call for rencrvnlfnnl by
June 13, (248) 553-3686, or
(248) 661-0706.
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is simple and painless.
Organizers strive to match
volunteer interests with the
areas that need assistance.

For more information or a
volunteer form, go to
www.foundersfestival.com or
call (248) 932-3378.
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