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Don’t default
on duty to vote

When the call went out for school baard candidates in
Farmingtan and Farmington Hills this year, three people
answered.

Karen Bolsen, John Goshorn and Chery! Swaim have
all shown up at every candidate forum. They've spent
time listening to parents and talking to reporters. They've
given voters an understanding of their positions, as well
as clear chaices in Tuesday's eleetion.

Now it's up to vaters to make those choices, and
Monday’s election is just as important as any other.

We helieve eandidate Cheryl Swaim has the right stuff,
The Farmington Area Republican Club backs John
Goshorn; others have written letters of support for Karen
Bolsen. But saying “I'll support you™ isn't enough.

Bed shift won't cure crisis

There's no doubt about the serious crisis in the Deteoit
health care system. But one proposal under consideration
— ullowing Detroit hospitals to build new beds at their
facilities in the suburbs — is not the remedy.

‘The issue has caused an enormous stit it recent weeks.

Hospitals serving the city of Detroit — Detrait Medical
Center, Henry Ford Health System and St. John Health
System — are losing money largely because most of their
patients are either covered by low-reimbursement Medienid
or entirely uni 1. DMU recently precipitated the crisis
by announcing $300 million in losses over the past five
years and threatening to lny off more than 1,000 staff and
close units at Detroit Receiving and Hutzel hospitals.

The Detroit hospitals say in order to survive, they must
improve thelr mix of patients, which is an clegant way of
snying they want to move hospital beds to theit suburban
sites where patients have bcllcr-pnyimi insurance plans.

Other hospitals, including systetns like Beaumont and
Trinity Health, as well as Jocal independent bospitals such
as Farmington’s Botsford, are furiously lobbying ngainst
this idea. Allowing the Detroit outfits to move 300 hospi-
tal beds into their suburban markets would drain more
than $60 million from their annunl revenue streany, they
claim. Morcover, bullding 300 new beds represents an
cnormous capital investment, one that may not be needed
in relntively well-served suburban communities.

All this comes to & head next week when the state’s
Certificate of Need Commission, whose job 18 to decide
what hospital facilities will get bullt and where, is set to
rute on an esoleric provision of Public Act 618, passcd in
n lame-duck session of the Legislature last year. That pro-
vision wounld allow three health eare systems — DMC,
Henry Ford and St Jobn — to transfer hospital beds o
their suburban sites without the state's OK.

We hiave no doubt that the Detroit bospitals are facing
a genubne crisis, and allowing Receiving or Hutzel to
close plainly would be a disaster. But allowing a picce-
meal fix to a critienl need in-the entire bealth care system
makes little sense. State leaders should be looking for a
more comprehensive solution, which Is the purpose
behind the Certificate of Need process in the first place.

Other metropolitan areas around the country — Chicay
and Denver, particularly — hnve faced similar health care
problems in the past. Their solution has been to create a uni-
fied regional health eare system that serves under-insured or
uninsured patients in urban areas. In some cases, such sys-
tems are financed by a “tax” on hospitals throughout the state;
in others, a regional levy on taxpayers has provided the funds.

One of the reasons Detroit hospitals swant to be mlowed
to shift hospital beds to the suburbs just now is their cal-
culntion that neither the Legislature nor Gov. Granholm
have: the political will to consider a more comprehensive
solution. They recognize the slopgu{; program under con-
sideration is not a perfect solutian, but they figure it's the
only one that they can get through the pelitieal system,

This is silly. The only way to get lawmakers to take o
wider view of health care is for the CON Commission to
block the shift in beds, thereby forcing our politienl fead-
ers to consider the future of health care in Michigan as a
whole and over the long term.

The prospeet of having more full-service hospitals oper-
ating in our suburhan backyards may sound attractive.
But it won't look so goad if it penalizes existing hospitals,
casts hundreds of millions of dellars in additional build-
ings and equipment and drives up health eare expenses
and health insurance premiums for us all,

Richara Aglnian, president of HomeTown Communications Network
Inc., parent company of the Observer & Eccentric Newspapers.is a
trustee of William Beaumont Hospital. Susan Rosiek, executive editor
of the Qbserver & Eccentric Newspagers, is a member of the board of
trustees of St. Mary Mercy Hospital in Livonla.
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Buslnesses In the Yillage Mall in downtown Farmington got permission Monday fo hang a banner sign announcing their ‘First Fridays’ promotion, which
features later hours and entertalnment. City officials have granted severaf slgn varlances, but plan to undertake 8 fong-needed revizlon of the city’s sign

ordlnance.
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Step down

1was stunned to read the front page
article In the Thursday, May 22,
Farmington Observer, titled: "Board
Member accuses PTA of playing favorites
swith enlled-in questions”

The article states that at the PTA
Forum for candidates for the Board of
Educatlon, board member Parn Christian
accused the PTA Council of giving
ndvance review of the questions to one of
the candldates. Ms. Christian admitted
thnt she had no proof for her accusation
other than that she felt that candidate
Cheryl Swaim was well prepared!

it is reprehensible and inexcusable for
Ms, Christian as a board member to
make such n reckless nnd prejudicinl
accusation, We do not tolerate such con-
duet in our schools and we will not toler-
ate it from our elected officlals. An apolo-
gy Is not enough: Ms. Christlan nceds to
resign from the School Board or be
removed,

Mary Jean tankss
Farmlington Hills

Supports Bolsen

T am excited to see Karen Bolsen tun-
ning for a position on the Farmington
Board of Education. I've had a chance to
work with her over the last 5 years on the
Heritage Festival Planning Committee
and I know she will bring mnny impor-
tant qualitics and skills to the Board posi-
tion.

In o time when divisiveness and con-
flict are often the order of the day, Karen
§(no‘ws hm\»llu bring people of dh’cn‘m

3 and experd
This is so important when you are work-
ing for the common good and ftis no ensy
task. Karen Bolsen is the right person for
the job!

1 am equally impressed with her
knowledge of the
Farmington/Farmington Hills communi-
ty. She understands and respects the
needs of parents, educators, as well as the
husiness community. She will put in
countless hours ta stay informed and to
represent the interests of all citizens -
from our youngest still enrolled in school
to the seniors in our community,

1 encourage the people of
Farmington/Farmington Hills to join me
in voting for Karen Bolsen for a position
on the Board of Edueation.

David Hotes
Farmington Hiffs

Appatled

After reading Sue Buck's nccount of the
Farmingtan Board of Education
Candidate forum on Mny 19, I'm appalled
at board member Pam Christian's actions.

Her recusation that moderator Kim
Heath provided phone-in questions to
candidate Cheryl Swaim before the forum
started is (as Ms. Christian acknowl-
edged) kb d, and therefc
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her own candidate at the expense of the
knowledgeable, well-prepared Ms.
Swaim, and to di It Ma. Heath., Her
accusation also demonstrates why cur-
rent Board of Education members should
not endorse or campaign for Board can-
didates.

Since Ms, Christian chose to take her
sccusation directly to the press without
warning or discussion with Ms, Heath
and Me, Swalm, 1 suggest she also make
her apology in the Observer. Th borrow
phrase from Ms, Christian, perhaps it

would “feel good.”
Patricia Breslin
farminglon Hills

Bolsen Is concerned

1 am writing this letter in support of
l‘ltnren Bolsen for the school board posi-
tion.

1 have worked closely with Karen for
years and have found her to be a profes-
sional, sensitive and energetic individun
who is coneerned about the quality of
education it our public school system.
She has extenslve trnining and work
experience in multiculturallsm and diver-
sity, n must quality In any community
leader,

Karen will certainly promote greatly
needed multicultural education and
diversity training nmong not only stu-
dents but also faculty and staffof
Farmington Hills District school system.

Hashim Al-Tewl), PR.D,
Farmington Hills

Lakefront response

While Joc Mantey may have m
gifts, understanding the plight of lake-
front property awners appears to not be
one of them. I was n bit surprised that Joe
wrote o 500-word guest column to simply
refute one letter to the editor

Perhaps the only way to respond in
kind ia to wite an entire dissertation
explaining where Joe {a wrong, but that
might be A bit much.

T'am a property owner on Lake
Michigan. When I tatk about the Great
Lakes, T know of what I speak, It’s my
desire that our residents pay attention to
this ecosystem. Doing the right thing
goes beyond partisanship, and ita unfor-
tunate that Joe can't see past the minor
fact that Aldo Vagnozz and I belong to
different political parties,

Rut Joe {s not the {ssuc here. Aldo {s.
‘When I sce commion sense legislation, T
think its quite reasonable to want my
State Rep tovoteina
sCNSC Wy,

(Joe) put forth that maybe Aldo voted
the way he did becausc of poasible con-
flicts with federal law, This sounds good,
but I heard Aldo take a different
approach on another {ssue at his open
house regarding out-of-state trash.

‘When nsked if it was a good idea to

258 p!n;es ?flcgixlntl on which might not

an embarrassment to the Board of
Eduention.

The fact that the phone-in questions
bnd heen nsked of all three candidates in
the past make Ms. Christinn's actions

), Aldo sald (l’llyan-
phrase) it is more important to do the
right thing and disregard the legal con-
flict. So perhaps it is Joe, trying to help
Aldo, who is misleading your readers.

Tn the end, what is troubling me {s a2
di Thead with Aldo about this bilt.

look like a d attempt to

He referred to it as a “reglonal” issue.
Pardon me? Thete [s 8 reason we are
called the Great Lakes State, Elther you
get it or you don't.
Christogher $1. Cammins
Farmingtun Hilts

Respect

In my opinion educating aur chlldren
Is one of the most important and funda-
mental responsibllities we have as a socl-
ety,
We have o duty to teach our children
how to think objectively and how to learn -
on thei own so they can become inde- .
peadent; we also need to tesch them how -
to lead meaningful and fulfilling lives.

As members of this society we have s
duty to make our educationnal system
work and function efficlently. Alvo, if we
draw our livelihoods from soclety, then
we have an obligation to give something
back, and cducation should be at the top
of the list.

1 give credit nnd respect to all three
candidates; namely, Karen Bolsen, John
Goshom and Cheryl Swaim who have
declded to run for the school board...they
sre willing to be involved and willing to
give something back.

Respect Is something each of us need
10 chtlcc during this campalgn, Not
only toward the candidates themselves,
but toward each other by allowing people
to freely hold differing opinions, ng‘:
ever wins this election, \Ecy deserve our
support and we must give them a fair
chance to succeed. If we don't support
them sufficlently and they fall, we have
failed too.

S8 Leads
Farmirgton Hills

14 Mite

1 can't wait for the new outhouses at 14
Mile and Farmington Road to open. Each
morning I pass by on my way to the office
Just about the time my water pill kicka in.
As 1sald, § can't wait.

Only problem is T can't tell which one ls
the men's, 1 sure hope it fsn't the one on
the west side of Farmington.

Honter
Bloomfield Hills

" SHARE YOUR OPINIONS °

We welcome your fetters to the editor. Please
Include your name, address and phone number -
for verification. We ask that your letters be £00 *
wards or less. We may edit for clarily, space and
content.
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QUOTABLE

“We are the actual portals to the answers.”

= Willtam Buhiman, author of The Secret of the Soul




