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{ OTHER OPINIONS |

o Michigan Is gaing to get a 8655 million

windfall from the feds, part of the big tax cut

biil signed by President Bush last week. Even
hefore the ink un the president’s signature was
dry, however, folka in Lansing were squabbling
vver how to spend the one-time windfall. What a
surprise.

Gurv, Jenifer Granholm wants to earmark
about half for Medienid benefita for low-income
Michiganders and reserve some mote as a cush-
fon for the state School Ald Fund. But Senate
Majoeity Leader Ken Sikkema
announced — “znnounced,” not
“proposed” — that $338 million
would be used to fully fund the
Michigan Merit Award pro-
grarn.

Something like half of the
graduating high school sentiors
in Michigan score well znuujh
on the Michigan Education:
Assessment Program test to win
the $2,500 merit scholarship to
college. Over the program's first
three years, nearly 150,000 stu-
dents have ukpllcd for the
awards — n large and politi Ignifi

Common sense needed
about tax cut windfall

wha wete gaing Lo g0 to callege anywey — “an
entitlemnent program fur the upper middle class”
was the charge. .
Muybe so, but there was a Int of grumbhng
when Gov. Granholm proposed n budget that
radically cut baek the scholarships from $2,500
to 8500, citing Michignn's budget woes and argu-
ing that the poor and rlderly were being hard hit
by lough times, And Sen. Sikkema, sensiag a nat-
ueal constituency out there, started Mllng that
restoring full funding for the scholarships was
the GOP's biggest legisiative priority.
There ate three things tu be said about afi this,
First, using a one-time windfall from the feds
to fund a continuing prograsn such as the Merit
Awarda makes no sense at all. The scholarships
have been funded up tu now from Michigan's
share of the tubaces settlement money, a cash
distribution Uint should {ast for many years. The
current funding practice properly matchesa
jong-term state obligation with & lang-term
souree of funding. 1t should niot be changed.
Second, if the MEAP test Is in fact as an
Indicator of pupil performance in school as every-
body says, It's ridiculous for state universities end
empluyers not to ask about MEAP results on their

ocon-
stituency.

Those with long memories (or those whe
recently had kids it high schiool) will b

and job interview sheets.
Third, if the state budget Is us tight ny Gov.
grru:lluhz: says and if maintalning the Merit
W)

how the Merit Award program got started.
Essentinlly, It was a bribe ginned up by lormer
Gov. John Engler to encournge lligﬁ school sen-
iors to take the MEAP. Engler was facing o grow-
ing boycott agaiust the MEAP. Parents and kids
alike corplained that students were being tested
“til they dropped — regular school exams and col-
lege entrance tests such as the SAT and ACT. For
them, the MEAF was the straw that broke the
camel’s back.

“Teachiers joined In, complaining they were
cxpected (o Lake estea time In class to teach to the
test. And the petcentage of students tnking the
MEAP — espeelnlly in college-baund districts
like Birmingham, Farmington and East Lanslng
— plummeted. Fur thuse who felt the MEAP was
avital desice in reforming the schools beenuse it
nsseased what kids were actuaily teaming out of
the high school curriculum, v:ulﬁ\psc of the teat
would have been a disaster. Hence, universal
approval for the Michigan Merit Award — espe-
etally when times were Musly,

But evidence begnn piling up that much of the
scholarlip money was guing to kids whose fami-
les seally didiv't need it Stories circulated about
Enmnu taking the merdt toney and using it to

u[ cars furllhclr kids \\ihcl:lhvyhcndrﬂ oﬂ'fu;
college. And same people n complaining that
ple began complaining |

ps i3 as Important to the
Republieans in the Legislature ns Sen. Sikkema
avers, the obvions thing to do s work out a way to
fmeans-test the program, Kids from wealthy fami-
Iles might get a loken 8500 scholarshlp, plus the
recognition that goes with receiving a Michi
Merit Award. Kids from poorer fantllies might get

the whole $2,500 ride, which just ntight be the dif-

ference between guing to college msd getting a job.

Qverndl, n means-tested program would cost
the state a lot less than the full 2,500 award,
and continuing the program helps sustaln MEAP
particlpation and rewards kids who do well in
scliool. A convenlent nspect of this proposal is
thal kids npplying to coﬁege are already filling
out family fucome statements to quallfy them for
scholarships or student loans, so there's no extrm
paperwork to do.

T realize this suggestion has the fatal (In
Lansing, at least) drawback of being a common
serise way Lo get lhceoh done. But, who knows?
Maybe our political feaders will have come back
from their big bash on Mackinac Istand with
thelr heads cleared enough to see that common
sense sometimes works.

PRl Power is the chaltman of the board of the company
that owns this newspaper. Me would be pleased ta get your

reactions to this column either at (734) 953-2047 or 8t ppow-

public noney was being used to

e net. .
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Motorcycle helmets do not
prevent serious injuries

|aw repeal is & real no-brainer.” 1 hope to

obrious end, all car drivers ehould wear heimets

I amn responding to the editorial, “Helmet

give you some insight 29 to the for
modifying Michigan's mandatory helmet law
beyond the “personal freedom” ssue.

New legistation will allw *churice” for adult rid-
m!l)unmddnwﬁhntkndtwllryumufm
“metorcycle t° on thedr license or
harve taken an apptoved

E course,
An objective review of all infurmation on this
e reveals a number of real facts that are
oo to what you have been led to belicve
about the effectivencss of mandatory helmet
lawes. I can back this with
dta from NHTSA rnd DOT.
Your "editorial” first itmplies
that a G-year-old on a bicycle
has nzmlre cummon setise {
an adult motorcyde tider
wher it comes to this fasue.
As an adult (well over 21) with
more than 30 years of riding
experieiice, a business owner,
homeowner, taxpayer and a
certified tatorcyde instrue-
tor, | toke offense o that.
First of all, motorcycle
helmets are supposad to be
tmpact tested to the equivalent of an approxi-
mrtely 180-pound rider at the tremendous
speed of less than 14 mph. The helmet faiture
rate i3 70-80 percent. How many motorcycle
nrecidents are at less than 14 mph? The
Department of Transportativn docs not test,
certify nor provide a list of *approved™ hel-
mets, yet there is a DOT sticker placed by the
manufacturer on o helmet inferring that it

1 Rhoades

while driving since over half of all head injuries
are from car acch ;}kh u::lnvh:'.
spokesman for the “Head's Firnt” conli recent-
ly formed 1o spend yuur insurance and health care -
doflars ingto

Jobbying a mandatory hedmet law.
Your claims of potential iability are unfound-
ed. The two majar studies that the pro-helmet
law crowd refer to as “proof” it
create a potential “public burden” show, in fact,

that n-ot;;?dkuucnmﬂke}yiol!ldl-
insured and Jess reliant on public money than

the rest of the general public. One of the studies
cited comes from H, ew Medlea)
(Trauma) Center. The so-called “experts” point

out that the public picks up 63.4 percent of th
injured mutorcydlist's cost at this traums center.
Motoreydists are an obvious burden to the sys-
tem until someone - motorcyclists - point out
that the same study indicated that 67 percent of
the general depended on public .
funds during that same time.

You claim as fact that "sccording to AAA
Michigan, helmets have szved more than 800
motorcyclists over the past 13 years.” This is
simply a false statement. You should be asking
AAA to show you the data. Fatality rates are
not higher in states allowing "adult choice”

According to NHTSA date, (atality rates over
lhcpnnﬂ.‘i)unhmbecnﬁnualfylhemful;w
freedom of choice 1. mandatory helmet

ydle thernsches

peroent since 1985,
Presently, 30 states scknowledge the right
of adult riders this option, including every
state surrounding Michigan. Michigan is los-
ing millions of dollars because riders from

meets certain | i qul Bicycle
helmets meet a specification of over 20 mph
with a substantinlly lower failure mte.

Just to sct the record straight, 1 know that if
I'am in an accident on my motorcycle ata
speed above 20 mph, 1 will get injured simply
because of thie nature and exposure of riding n
motorcyele. The degree to w{llch 1am Injured
depends an many things, including my nbility
to operate my miotorcycle skillfully enough to
avuid the accident in se st place. Whether
ornota etemet will reduce any tnjuries Is

rur g states won't come to Michigan
because of our mandatory helmet law.

For emple, Harley- 5 100th anniver- |
sary is expectad to bring more than $135 millior
to Wisconsin's economy over a four-doy event.
Michigan could use such a boost to tourism.

Most motorcyde socddents, 70-80 are
cutsed by the car deiver and are not the fisuht of the

list. Educntion of bott ticts a

car drivers is the rational way to teduce motoryde

riders and thus motorcyde fxtalities and :}luriu.
[ don't see any "Watch the Motorcycle® ads

p upon the cil of the acci-  in the AAA publication. A representative
dent. Sometimes they help and sometimes from AAA recently told me that the only way
they don't. A pationlly rens < hat cducation will help the problem s if rid-
geon (rom Michigan recently testified for an cors iape books to lhnir?undl. Now thatsa
i that o le bichnet  real "no-bralner” of o statement.

docs little, Ifanything, to reduce closed head
injuries. Head Injurics sccount for about 23-
30 percent of all fatal motorcyele necidents.
This is approximately the same whether a
state hins 0 mandatory helmet law or not.
‘Taking your statemient, that *countless credible
stuclies show helnsets prevent hiead injuries” to lts

Helmets do not prevent accidenta nor dothey  +
make for a snfe motorcyde rider. Its time for .
Michigan to follow the lead 630 other tataand ;
allow adult cholee for motorcyde helmet usage.

Jim Rhoades fives in Garden City and I3 legistative
Gireclor of ABATL of Michigan.
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Rates are
So Low!

| 3. 74%

It’s music
to your ears.

3-Month Intro Rate :

Now Onlys,l 0 Olmonth.'

*Based on $450 down and monthly payments
of $100/mo. for 22 months. Regularly 34264,
That's 2 $1614 savings.

Plus there's never o charge for consultations.
Offer Valid Thru July 31, 2003
“Urnited 1 14 mords of tresmmens. Addions! therge ke suryiest
orthodomic. Not

i whh oaplatdon or ekl dacoun
programs. Offer vabd for niew patients ony.

Calt For An Appointment

586-978-2100

Sterfing Heights Office » 37734 Van Dyke

248-476-6200

Farmingren Office » 32750 Grand River

313-582-4620

Dearborn Office » 5050 Schaefer Road

MIDWESTERN DENTAL

4.25%

Adjusts to Prime

Fifth Third Equity Flexline®
¥ JFifth Third Bank

-
Waorking Hard To Re The Only Baok You'l Fiver Need?

WALK IN one of our 940 locations
CALL 1-888-797-5353 | VISIY www.53.com
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