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Witty writer
lived life to
the fullest

enee Skoglund was a
Rwrner. She had an easy,

graceful style that belied
the meticulous care she took
5 fashion just the right
wards in just the right way,

When you read Renee's
stories it was like hearing it
from a friend - an intensc,
intelligent, witty friend. Her
feature stories were rich with
detail that illuminated the
real person she wus trying to
profile. Her news «iories were
factually rich but never lack-
ing in the human element at
their base.

Renee's writing was a mir-
ror of Renee herself.

Renee died Monday, far too
young at 57 end much too
vitel to be taken. Yet, she had
battled cancer for a long
time, quietly, bravely, deter-
mined not to be a drag on the
wonderful party of life that
she embreced with every-
thing she had.

For the last couple yeass,
Rence and I have
team of sorts, She waa the
Observer’s Community Life
and Health writer and those
sections are one of iy editing
responsibilities, Renee made
it casy, she was a never end-
ing source of {deas, She was
interested in everything,
cared about everything, could
handle the most serous tople

solcmnity end

with proj
B sﬁdé%i\mi #illicat stories

with a comic’s glee.

She took the writer's dic-
tum “write about whnt you
know" and turned out hilari-
ous and loving columins
about her family. She told of
sausage making with her
mothcr and aunts, who wore
underpants as hairnets. She
wrote of funny eats and being
a grandmother. She wrote of
her Polish roots, And every-
thing she wrote had that spe-
cial, conversational voice, so
unique, 50 Renee,

But she also ventured far
from what she knew. Renee
was also a reporter, a vacuum
of facts and figures, an
intrepid pursuer of informa-
tion, a skeptic with an open
mind. Once all the facts were
in, she found the human
story that made the facts
mean samething. Renee
could talk anyone out of their
story and make it special,

©Our relationship was not
always smooth. Renee did
not fit into the office routine
casily. Newsrooms are not
too different than other
aftices. We have our cubicles,
we have our rules. Renee did-
n't like any of that and found
any number of ways to rebel
against it

She made the officca
warmer place with her baked
goods, her chocolate addic-
tlon, her contest ideas, her
abandon. Her mind was so
fertile with ideas that time
and place couldn’t contain
everything she wanted to do.

And now, this is the part
she would hate, It needs to be
snid, and she'd probably
agree in the end, but she'd
still hate it

Renee was one of the
strongest people I've ever
known, She knew how seri-
ous her situation was, she
understood that this time the
cancer would not go away.
But she earied on, through
backaches and weak legs, she
carried on. She wanted to
keep writing. She wanted to
keep meeting interesting
people and turning their lives

iks tnoy be s
ib Yin Wine retires from his temple
dutics next month, co-rbbis will
ke his

“This is a different model fora
synagogue ot church,” says Rabbi
‘Thmam Kolton, who at age 32 will
share mbbinical dutics with Rabbj
‘Adam Chalom, 27, a Farmington
resident. “It is a tribute to human-
ism. The vision {s people workin;
togetherto something good.”

The two, who grew up in the Humanistic Jewish con-
gregation in Farmington Hills, will divide most pastorn!
duties, Kolton, who lives with her husband, Isanc, and
small son in Farmington Hills, will run the Sunday
School. Chalom, who recently martied temple member
Alison Jettis Chalom, will handle adult education.

Like many in the congregation, Kolton is having diffi-
culty adjusting to Birmingham Temple without its
founding tabbi. *I love the wy it 1) she says. "1 under-
stand it can't stay this way"

TEMPLE ESTABLISHED

Forty years ago, B e
SR e
Woi

The media, locally and nationally, Jewdsh and secular,
portroyed Sherwin Wine ns “the atheist rabbi® and
i ham Temple as the equivalent of the temple of

doom.

The congregation took root as 16 families met in a
Birmingham home in 1962, looking for an alternative to
the established Reform Jewish temples.

For cight families, Wine's {dea of forming a temple, but
letting the ideology
come later, was too
radical. Butthe  Rabbl Sherwin Wine plans td stay
other cight signed  involved with Humanism. Look inside to
uptobepartof  see how it started. Rabbl, page C4.
Wine’s pilgrimage,

Indeed, the tem-
ple's Articles of
Association” filed in Lansing on Dee. 11, 1963, describe
Birmingham Temple as o “Reform Jewish Church.”

As the ideology evolved, the focus moved from God to
people, pruyers gave way to meditations, and the Torah
was placed not in the sanctuary but in the library, The
sim'j:le wood and white-walled sanctuary is dominated
by the Hebrew letters that spell out Adam, which the

Rabbl Sharwin T, Wine and Michael Stone speak for 8 moment
before the beglaning of the celedration, Stone cetebrsted his
bar mitavatiin 1982,
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Rabbl Sherwin Wine saved Ihe last candle for himself af a May 30 grand reunlon of bar mitzvah and Confirmation alumal at the

marks 2 boy's 13th birthday, with a similar ceremony belng held for girls,

Birmingham Temple, because the evening’s service represented the kind of ceremony he had wished for. Tae Jewlsh rtllq!oughlal {

Rabdi Shurwin T, Wine explains what his own bar mitavah was lixe
and how he had really wanted It to be,

temple translates as Humanity.

As Jewish leaders and organizations denounced him,
groups such s the Masons evieted the temple from its
Masonie Temple in Bloomfield Hills where services were
held, and the hiield Board of Educati iginall
blocked attempts the temple made to use one of its
schools as a Sunday School.

The only member of the local clergy to support Wine
was the Iate Bob Marshal), pastor of the Birmingham
Unitarian Church,

"It doesn't feel good to be hated,” Wine remembers.
“You need supporters. That enubled me to deal with the
hostility I encountered. The temple family beeame very
important to me”

MEMBERSHIP GROWS

‘Within a year those eight famiies had grown to 120.
Then the hard and continuing work of creating the
fr kof an al veligion began,

As Wine prepares to leave, more than 400 families
belong to Rirmingham Temple, many of them through
intermarriage. Others are secular Jews who otherwise
might never have joined a congregntion.

“What he really created iswmmmkcm me
Jewish,” says Chalom. “My family would have ended up
nowhere. He not only created a movement but a niche”

‘When Bfll Trapp becomes temple president next year,
hewon't be the first Jewish convert to lead the congrega-
tion. He and his wife, Caroline, who grew up ns a reform
Jew, have been active since they joined about seven years

ago.
*“Iwasn't sure what Birmingham Temple was,” says

p, of Farmington Hills, But he had heard tapes of
Wine's lectures at the Birmingham-based Center for
New Thinking and was Impressed.

‘They had tried bringing their two small ,then 5
and 3, to family services at another teniple, where the
yabbi shushed them. At Birmingham Temple, Bills says,
“IVe sat in the front row and the boys were tmnmx:ﬁ:y
Sherwin®

After attending severnl serviees, they reveived ahand-
written note from Wine, complimenting them on their
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Rabbi Wine named
‘Humanist of the Year'

Rabbi Sherwin T. Wine has been named Humanist
of the Year by the American Humanist Association
(AHA)

Founder and president of the Socicty for
Humaniztic Judaism, Wine was honored for having
given over 40 years of leadership, gnidance and care
to the Birmingham Temple in Farnington Hills.

Joining previous awardees including Kurt
Vonnegut, Alice Walker and Betty Friedan, Wine
spoke at the May 9 meeting to'highlight the
need for humanists to set aside their inhibitions and
reach out to others.

He said he makes it a point to be nice to Mormon
missionaries, because they are acting on integrity and
“telling you what they belicve is essential to your wel-

are,

Rabbi Wine also called on humanists to practice
Hi ism, infusing the philosophy into their tives.

“People are not their mouths or thele intentions,
but their behavior,” he said. Wine further added, *If
we don't have the behavior, then all the language
doesn’t matter)

Other awardees at this years AHA conference
included Gloria Feldt of Planned Parenthood, Kate
Michelman of the NARAL: Pro-Choice America, and
Hearst Newspapers columnist Helen Thomas, Other
speakers included Lester R, Brown of the Earth
Policy Institute, former Bagle Scout Darrell Lambert,
and Public Citizen Ralph Nader.

The American Humanist Associntion (www.ameri-
canhumanist.org) is the oldest end largest Humanist
organizativn in the nation.

Outstanding teens receive NCJW Youth Awards

into instant Ji She
‘wanted to continue being
part of a newsroom, part of

PLEASE SEE WRITER, C3

NM Honor Society, and each is-

BY LALTRA COLVIN presented with the Jewish YouthAwnrd — view all 19 applicants, some residing as t
STAF WRITER ata ceremony May 18 at Temple Isrnclin - far away as Flirit, Ann Atbor and involved in & number pf diverse activitics,
» West Bloomfield, Windsor, . Nominated by 0 T'Chiynh,

‘The National Council of Jewish “We usually give one top prize;” said The winners were kept secret untlithe  Stoostian custently serves as president of

‘Women recently honored two asen high Bobbic Patt, a NCIW Greater Detroit awards ceremony. the Binaf BYith Youth g

school senjors for their active rolesinthe  Section board member and chalr of the "At first, one of tho judges didn't think  Bhnai BYith Glrls, as well us president of

Jewish community, as well as high aca- Jewish Youth Awards, “but the judges just  an awands ceremony was even necessary!”  the Berkley High Drama Club, where she

demic achl and leadershipablli-  could not choose one of this year's win- sald Pntt, “but after he met the ts,  attends school. During her four years at

ties, ners aver the other, They were both really e changed his mind. He wanted to meet Mw.o\sdum!c inneatlya
Shim Stoorman of Woods ding” the parents ¢f these outstanding young dozen productions.

and Perry Teicher of West Bloomfleld Four judges were appointed toreview  people”

ench received $1,000 when they were the appllcations and indhvidually inter- Both vinners are members of the' PILEASE SEE YEENS, €2




