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Use care when handling, relocatmg raccoons

and relocating nuisance ani-

mals, ruch as raccoans, opos-
sum, skunks, rats, mice and coy-
otes from property in the
Farmington/ Farmington Hills
and surrounding areas.

Lately we have received calls
regarding ndolescent raccoons
in attie spaces, under decks and

in crawd

sﬁm
roughout
the area.
‘Thesc animals
were

doned by I.he
mother, possi-
bly the moth-
er wag killed
on the road or

Ispend alot of time tropping

Trapper Ron

L Baker

relocated to o nearby park.

“This time of year when the
adult receoon is removed or
relocated by a homcowner, they
could be causing another
unforeseen problem for them-
selves. Over the years, T have
accumuinted stoty after story
from expericnces dealing with
nuisance onimals, The following
is another story where home-
cwners thought they were solv-
ing a problem only to cause
another.

IN TRE ATTIC

Not too long ago, I received a
call to help witli a problem a
resident was havin, m&:ppmn Wy
something was
ing nuisesin Lhcirn\hc space
and they needed someone to
come and check it out. Over the
phone they told me that lha
constantly see squirrels on thelr
roof and wondered ifone had
minde its way into their attic.

Upon the arrival of our new
o Icms tonie, we noticed that
the pmpcﬂy wns hieavily wood-
ed with sever] trees growing up
against the house, My first men-
tal note wus to have the home-
awner trim back the trees far
crough (o prevent animals from
&im Ing tp and jumping onto

The lmmmwnu greeted us
ouhl:!:d and after an lntmdw.\

oo ey i
trp in the gnrage. The home-

awner explained that a couple of
dnys ago, he was experiencing o
problem with a mecoon stealing
the grease drip pan from his
barbecue grill. He hnd success-
full{’trnppcd and relocated the
lem mecoan to o nearby

Al he was telling me this, T
could sce the cartoon light bulb
dimly lit over his head. He con-
tinued to explain that, a couple
of days Iulr:r he and his wife
could meawing and
scratch Ing sounds In his atile.
They feared there migt be ani-
mals in their attic so they decid-
ed to call in a professional. As he
concluded his story, at this point
the light bulb was fully lit, he
asked If it was possible that he
removed a mother raccoon from
babies in the attic. My thoughts
exactly.

CALLING CARD

As my son, Erik and 1 lifted
ourseives into the attic we
noticed that the sereen froma
rotary roof fan had been
chewed, mangied and Jaid on
the Insulation just below leaving
an opening for animals to enter.
Further inspection showed an
unbelievable amount of raccoon
feces spanning the entire attic
area. Some feces looked dried
and as if it had been there for
severnl years, Mental note #2, all
of this feces ls a calling card for
other Raccoons and the home-
owner need tn dmn itupas
quicldy possib!

The hlghm polnt in the attic
was only four-foot tall and it
angled down in four directivns
towards the outside eaves. We
did a cursory scan of the attic
space and dlscovered that there
were no anfmals visible, We sat
in silence for a few minutes until
we heard the falnt meows of
adolescent mecoons.

After a more detniled search
we locnted the two smalt ani-
inls, They were tucked deeply
in one comer of the attic near
the lowest Jxal nt of the rafters
and behind electrical wiring that
had been chewed upon. Merital
Triote €3, clectrical wiring needs
tobe tq:dmd before it becomes
a fire hezard, I crawled on my

e by
hand. 1 tried to extract them

Trspper Ron fs 8 professional; don’t try to handfe young raccoons on your own,

with my catchpole only to have
them disappear into the eaves.

We decided to set tive traps

and wait it out, As we Jeft for
our next assignment, I was con-
cemed if the raccoons possibly
still nursing; would they be
tempted to enter a trap with
salid food. Scveral hours had
passed when we reeeived a call
from the homeowner,

They heard the trap set off and
as [nstructed they enlled us on
our mobile telephone. One
down, one 1o go. A couple more
hourstater we hiad the second
mecoon. Before we left, I mode
several recommendations from
all of my mental notes and other
standard common sensc sugges-
tions to prevent future invasions.

LUCKY DUCKY

While driving nway we deter-
mined that the adolescent rae-
coons had been without thelr
mother, food (other than what
was in the trap as balt) or water
for at lenst 4 days. Erik and 1

belng. They were sent off well
fed and well hydrted and most
importantly they were released
to experience a new world
together,

‘These two raccoons were very
lucky, if the homeowners hadn't
heard them meowing; they
would have soon died. The
homeowners were equally as
lucky, if the raccoons had gone
unnoticed and died, the aroma
from the decaying carcasscs
would have been overwhelming
forat least a week.

Never approach a wild nnimal
including infant, adoleseent or
ndults, unless you are 100 per-
cent positive there is no danger.
Even infant wild animals can
causé serious damage to a finger
orahand.

Asalways, anytime you decide
to have professional come out
and review your situation, make
sure they are fnsu:
licensed with the Department of
Natural Resources. Do your
homewotk and make sure you
know the costs associated with

declded tobring themhometo  the services and [f there are any
rehydmie them before releasing  guarantees.
them back into the wild,

It is very satisfying to ustobe  Ron Bakat is 3 peolessional trapper
ab!econlmethuemddl and ovmet ol Trappes Ro's Animal
animals beck ¢ R ) B

ment conducive to t.hc[r well

be reachod at (248) 478-7649.
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the actiun, the life of the party.
She didn’t want anyene buta
few close, dircreet people to
know how serioun it was, She
didn't want or need anyone's
pity. She wanted their laughs,
their storics, their life to keep
her alive as long as possible.
"This has been a cruel year for
the Observer Newapapers.
Earller this year, our Caul:?

writing, a love of newspapering
and a disdain for being fussed
over. They each tried to stay on
the job a3 Jung as they possibly
could. They each gave every bit
of their encrgy to the job they
loved,
Right about now, Renec
would ay, Stop, did you hear
the joke nbout ...

Yor that and so much more,
we'll miss her.

Hugh Gallagher is the managing edi-
tor of ihe Observer Hewspapers. He
can be reached by e-mall at hgal-

editor, Tedd Sch: died of
eancer. He and Renee were
buddies, they shared alove of

oet, bry phone.
at (1]4) 95] 2149 and by fax st (734}
5917

Holocaust Center
offers docent training

The Holocaust inl atthe ori session.
Center will begin its annual train- chuuuflhcnddmmuftwu
ing session for individunls wish-  stew entities, namely
ingto eerve asd 1 ional Institinte of the

Their new facility (sapedad Righteous and the Muscum of
to open on Orchard Lake European Jewish History, this
Farmington Hills this fn!]. The year's training session will indlude
orientation session forinterested  two survey cottrses on Jewish
adults with daytime hours to History, ene of which will be
spare will be held at 10 um. taught by Rabbi Charles H.
Wednesday, June 25 in the Rosenzveig, the HMC’s founder.
HMC's present location, 6602 Asecond instructor will be
Vest Maple Road in West named soon.

Bloomficld. Master docents as HMC board member and vet-
well as new candidates are Imvit-  eran docent, Judy Miller, is
«d to attend the meeting. expected to continue in her role

Docents will learn to guide a3 roordinator of the docent

groupson wnlkmg |m.u-.| n( !ht training program.

HMC, expl Pre-registration is

and interpreting the hlstcry nnd for these new to the HMC docent
fessons of the Holocaust. A sy1- program, For information, call
labus for the new campus isbeing  Selma Siberman at the HMC,
prepared and will be distributed  (248) 661-0840.

JCC opens new fitness center

The Jewish Community Center
recently opened a brand new
health and fitness complex.

Located at 6600 W. Maple, the
JOC% 18,000 square foot center
has doubled in size and offers a
whole new way to look at fitness.

nd it
enjayable to come in fora
fust workout or spend the day

with their families.” said Sharen
Hart, President of the JOC.

The new Center Fitness Club
offers a variety uf amenities
including; three swimming
pools, five exetrise studios, two
full court s, three running
tracks, group exercise classes, on-
site baby-sitting, Iaundry and
more.

For membership rates and
other information call the JOC a2
(248) 432-5404.

You've always known she
was headed for Lawrence Tech...
Who thought it would be in 11th grade?

¢ Earn college credits in high

school;

Tuition is free, but space is limited

e Career preparation fully
tuned to the real world;

¢ Strong academic

programs honed with
‘the talents of practitioners
in the field;

* Projects that engage I
students directly with
business and industry;

¢ Faculty current with

professional practice in the

areas they teach;

© Smali classes that promote

strong student interaction and
team building skills

* A unique academic and

experiential “mix” that
gives students a real
world advantage

OPEN HOUSE
Monday, October 28, 2:30 P.M.

Room M216

W Aenu - Do Roy Oak
June 14-15, 2003
Saturday 10 -7 « Sunday 11-5
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