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Walkathon is emotional tribute, fund-raiser for participants

BY M.8, 0ILLON
CORRESPONDENT

Even in death, George and
Betty Andrews of Plymouth
are helping the estimated
35,000 people in Michigan
who suffer with Parkinson'’s
disease, a neurological disor-
der that causes slow move-
ment, tremors, muscle rigidity
and imbalance.

More than 250 people par-
ticipated in the George and
Betty Andrews Memorial *I
Gave My Sole for Parkinson's®
Walkathon and 5K Run Mny
10 at Maybury State Park,
Together they raised more
than $15,000 for the Michigan
Parkinson Foundation,

Randy Lambertus, 23, of
Ann Arbor was the overall 5K
winner in 17:42. Sara
Freatman, 41, of Ypsilantl was
the female 5K winner in 24:00,

George Andrews, 75, head of
the physical thernpy depart-
ment at Farmington Hills’
Botsford Hospital, died of
leukemia lnst September. His
wife Betty - who had
Parkinson's - died three weeks
later. Betty Andrews was
retired from Schoolcraft
College where she was assistant
dean of community services.

‘A MIRACLE'

‘The mile was

47, of White Lake crosscd the
finish line, tears welled up in
the eyes of friends and family.
“Considering where Warren
came from, it is really a mira-
cle to see him function the way
he is now,” said Tom
Richardson of Milford, who
served as rece director along
with Dave Bartczak of
Huntington Woods and Debby
Orloff-Davidson of
Farmington Hllls Rxchnrdmn

the “Movers and Shakers.” “I've
been training and walking at
TRACC, about two-and-a-half
to three miles o week.” Oberlee
also raised 8875 in pledges for
the walkathon.

Proceeds will assist the
Michigan Parkinson
Foundation in training sup-
porl-xrnnp Icndcrs, aponsor-
inged

The Andrews’ three daugh-
ters - Christinn Courtley of
Franklin, Tenn., Janis
Burleson of Plymouth, and
Laurie Butman of Ypsilanti
und their children also

Woods, Paul Hendricks of
Northville, the Oberlees and
Michionn Parki

Ford Health System; Michigan
Neumlq{y Institute,

Provid: Hospital,

Fit, St. John Hospital and
Medgical Center; Great Harvest
Bread COmpuny. Estate

Foundation staffers Diane
McQiston of Parmington
Hills and Sophie Tomich of

defrnymy newsletter costs;
nnd.helpmg pay for care and

Is a physical p!

at Botaford’s Total
Rehabilitation & Athletic
Conditioning Center (TRACC),
which helped put on the racs.

“If you would have scen
Warren a short while ago, you
wouldn't belleve it was the
same person. He couldn’t
dress himself or drive. He
would tire out just trying to
walk a short distance,”
Richardson said. "He was just
about [neapucitated, The guy is
really a iniracle - and a terrific
guy and ots of fun to boot.”

Oberlee, who with his wife
Patricia and daughters
Amnnda and Katelyn also
helped stage the race, has
fought Parkinson's with sur-
gery, medication and eehabili-
tative exercise at TRACC.

“[ felt good crossing the fin-
ish line. 1was pleased I was
able to make it,” said Oberlee,
facilitator of the Waterford-
West Bl };

tive, But as Warren Ol)('rlct-,

support group, also known as

‘The Andrewses’ son, Greg, a
Seattle architect, flew in for the
event. “This is just real touching
to see this kind of thing come
together and so many people
responding,” he said.

AN INSPIRATION

Greg said his mother was an
inspiration. “She struggled
with Parkinson's for many
years;” he snid. “She was amaz-
ing - an inspiration to the fam-
ily. She never complained. T
think that's the reason you see
so many people responding,”
be said. “They remember
that”

Richardson agreed. “Betty
was very loving, very kind, and
compassionate,” he said. “And
phenomenally active in the
community,” said race co-
director Orloff-Davidson,
chief operating officer of the
Michigan Parkinson
Foundation.

Yanachik

attended. Allen Park.

Carol Poenisch of Northwille Corporate paftners and
teaches physica) edi at ofthe eventincluded  Printwear, Meqer of Northville
John Glenn High School in P.:rk West Galleries, and Beaver Tile and Stone of
Westland. She offered her stu- gton Hills.
dents extra credit if they com- ‘\{cduml Service, J. Walter
pleted the walkathon or run. Th Quest R For more it oa Parkinson’s,

Not only did Glenn junior
Tiffany Morgan walk the
3.1-miles with her teacher,
but she brought six relatives
and friends with her -
including her mother,
Barbara Correa, who race-
walked on just three hours”
slecp, having worked the late
shift at Ford the night
before, Co-worker Kiley
Mitchell of Westland dn.l the
same.

Setting off with them down
the wide ribbon of black top at
Maybury were Tiffany’s sisters,
Sara, 12, and Renea, 1), and
friends Meghan Glass, 11, and
Kala Contway, 12, also of
Westland.

You couldn't bave asked for a
better result for a first-time
uvent, said Orloff-Davidson.
She credited TRACC, fellow
race directors Tom
Richardson and Dave
Bartczak, and volunteers
Jennifer Lantz of Birmingham,
Ilene Hafaer of Huntington

contact the Michigan Parkinson
Foundation at 30161 Southfield Road,
Suite 119, Southfield, Mich., 48076 or
(8003852978

Wolverine Orthotics,
GlaxeSmithKline, Buddy's
Pizza, Aquafina, Batsford
Hospital, Botsford's Total
Rehabilitation & Athlctic
Conditioning Center, Henry

THE SOUND
oFMusic

Septembor 30~
October 5, 2003
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Sophie Elise Yanachik was born to parents Keith and Cindy '_"'_"m:"‘
Yanachik of Farmington Hills at 12:12 a.an. Friday, May 23 at e o the powrr
William Beaumont Hospital in Royal Oak. dh”_;‘::“"“"},’:"

She weighs 8.2 pounds and is 20 inches long. Her hair is
dark brown and she has blue eyes.

Sophie is the couple’s first daughter. Her grandparents are
Michac! and Shirley Yannchik of Sicklerville, N.J,, and Maric
Bofa of Sterling Heights. Great-grandparents are Lawrence
and Mary Winchester of Farmington Hills and Virginia
Yanachik of Dearborn Heights.

Sophie’s Godparents include her uncle, Mark (Melissa)
Yanachik of Seattle, Wash, and her aunt, Lisa (David) Eklund
of Shelby Township, Mich.
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Livonia Great Habe Events
Public Invited

June 18th & 19th
Slnrllng at9: 00 am, and con(t’lnulng lhmughcut the day

Grea

t Raco
atthe Holiday inn, Six Mile Road and |-275

June 18th
Roush Collection Open Houss, 11851 Market St,, Livon'a 5:30 p.. - dark.
Datroit Symphony Orchestra 8:00 p.m. steps of City Hall
( l'hl)pnrk Lunch
scand C‘_o_ur.hm
the wend s Big

June 20th
Great Raco Trophy Run, from Livenia Holiday Inn
to Michigan International Speedway to Livonia Gity Hail.
Cars will leave the Holiday Inn beginning at 8:00 a.m,

and raturn to Gity Halt beginning at 3:45 p.m. ‘Two. exciting packages are avallable al S50 and S|00‘

Join us early... Great Race Cars begin ng at 9:00 am. Ad quace qenemusly donmed I\v
Livonia Comtmuntity Recreation Center, on the corner of Five
Mile and Hubbard Roads. Opening Ceremonies at noon.
See the cars from the movie; *The Great Race”, starring
Jack Lemmon, Tony Curtis & Natalie Wood.

Official racs start tkme 12:30 p.m. Displays of Competitor's
Vmagenncocarundourownlocalcammmﬂngchsslc
cars & trucks, street m and more!

mlummmmm m 300 pm. _ ckets or lnformat'on

B B - Call 800-882-5764
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