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¥ Chat room

her hero

ad is my hero, and now

that I have lived with

my husband just as
many years as I lived under
Dad’s roof, he remains my
hero.

Though he is aging, I still
see that youthful glimmer of
mischief in his eyes. He -
along with my mom -~ con-
tinues to be one of the most
influential shapers of my
life. While so muny childrer:
today have un-invested
fathers, I feel blessed that
my Dad was a central force
in my life,

Strong as a bull, and
sometimes as stubborn as
one, I view my dad as a per-
son of great strength, both
physical and mental. He
often worked late into the
night to support his family
of nine, and my day wasn't
complete until he sneaked
up into our bedroom at
night and told wonderful
stories created exclusively by
Dad for us. He alwnys
included n character in his
staries that bore amazing
resemblance to me or one of
my siblings. Only after we
saw Dad could we sleep,

Dad was 2 man of great
faith, I would sometimes
enteh & glimipse of o sHadewy
figure kneeling 2side the bed
{n prayer. I pondered the
humility of this gesture, even
as a small child: that u man
as “great” as Dad would sub-
mit to the authority of his
God. Dad never missed
Sunday Mass.

Often In the background,
Dad was a foil to the mrny
netivities that consumed the
extraordinarily husy Hves of
two parents and seven chil-
dren. Yet, he was there. 1 am
certain the burden of pro-
viding for so many often
welghed heavily upon him,
but he never gave up, and in
so dolng provided an endur-
ing example of selflessness
nnd perscverance.

He worked as a tree artl-
san, the word “worked” an
extreme understatement,
My dad could put a colony of
beavers to shume! When 1
pander the injurles he sus-
tained over the years, I can't
help but admire him and
wonder nt his vitallty that
s only recently begun to
wane. Dad never quit, and
s wark ethic followed him
tothe present.

CHARISMATIC, CREATIVE

In hishieart of hearts,
however, Dad was a multi-
talented nrtist though he
wonld quickly deny it
Among other things he
conld carve, build, draw,
aing, and write. He had
ineredible creative energy
and once built a life-slze
World War I alrplane in our
back yard to use in o flm
project he was creating. 1
conld honestly eny 1 was the
only kid ] ever knew with
such an ftem in her yard!

Otlher kids lked Dad, even
teenagers. There was some-
thing charlamatic and invit-
ing tﬁwut him, and he knew
how 1o engage people. Yet,
Dad nlmrli'un erstood the
boundary between father
and friend, and he wasn't
afrnid to discipline. Hehad a
strict senre of right and
wrong, so unllke the often
hazy *idea” of these concepts
today,
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Favor‘ite' mémories of good
times with their fathers

1n the late 1800s, Williarzn Smart, a Civil War veteran, lost his wife as she was giving hirth to their
sixth child. He raised his children alone on a farm in Washington state, One of his daughters, Louise
Dodd, later realized the extreme self-sacrifice her father had made throughout the years and the love he
had for his children.

In 1909, Mrs. Dodd proposed a day to honor her father in June, which was the month of her father’s
birthday. Father's Day was slow to catch on. What Louise had done was not even well-known in her own
state despite the governor's proclamation.

¢ iden of honoring fathers with a specinl day was actually reinvented independently in severaf other
places, each locality thinking it was starting somnething new. By 1916 President Woodtow Wilson had
endorsed the idea and in 1824 President Calvin Coolidge recommended national observance of the day
“to impress upon fathers the full measure of their obligation” and strengthen intimate ties between
fathers and children,

We nsked our readers for their favorite memories of being with their fathers. Here are the responses.

Lot Bl B, vihistever the
o6 for niBYMY Dud, hie’s the best
Wie eRpLHEL proud of us all no

mattet WHAL. Tent minute phone limits, be home by 10,
turni out tié Hghts. Your room’s a pig pen. Diplomas

For my junior prom I had shopped and shopped for
the perfect dress and just couldn't find it, so T went to
adress shop and had one made.

“Two days before the night was to be danced aswvay
-with all of my high school friends, my date called and
and hugs he gave us at graduation, we look at him said he didn't want to go. No other reason other than
now with such admiration. Ther's five of us in all that, hie just didn't want to go to the prom. I was dev-
ranging 26 to 21, look at us Dad how well you've done.  nstated. As a teenager who didn't have the self-esteemn
From a broken finger in ninth grade to emotional to go to the prom alone, ! locked myself in my room
PMS at 25 - I've alwaya been the one to ery. But Dad  with all of my perfect prom attire and didn’t see the
i3 there he shows no fear and hasn't for all these years,  light of day for the next 48 hours,

‘This picture is older as so are we, much t0o old be My Dad did the only thing he knew to be a con-
sitting on his knée. However the age the love is structive solution to his little giel's problem. He put an
unchanged ... I love you, Dad, Happy Father's Day. his suit and had me tic his tie (he still doesn’t know

Love, “Trizls” how to tie a tie) and bribed me Into getting Inte K
1

Justin Dotson, 4, canoelng with his Dad.

Garden Clty Prom getup that secmed rnything but perfect b
time.

So while all of my friends were slipping iNo playing a round on the Jinks of the Old Course at 5.
One of the best times 1 had with my dad was at the  bathroom to cateh a sip of something that t! Andrews, Siner we were both lifelong golf fanatics,
Grand Canyon. He and I woke up at about 5 a.m.and  business drinking, ! was dining and daneln night  thai wad & real treat. Ensller that summer, Jac
tiked over to & scenic part of the canyon to watch the  sway with my dad at Weber's Inn tn Ann Arbor, Nicklaus had won the 0 at St. Andrews, § ean
sun rise. We talked as we watched the bright ball of Somewhere between putting that dress on and assure vou that Jack could not have enjoyed hls final
ke 6161y HEE above tHE rocky Iiidscape, Tt WHH 36~ Halfwdy thrdiigh the night my Dad got me to laugh round thers amymore than my Dad and 1did that dry.
beautiful and peaceful, It was n very speclal time with  and then to dance, I'm sure that more than one time  Tlost my father four yents ago, but I'l never lose the
my Dnd because we hath enjoy the beauty of nature. T he wanted to go to that guy's kouse and let him know,  memories of that great trip we shared in 1978.
love and admire him and will never forget this great  {n no uncertaln terms, how devastated hie had made Michzal Legg
experience. me fecl. Instead he took me to his favorite fancy place
Jennifer Exley, age 12 and requested “Beautiful Tonight” becnuse e said T
Plymouth tooked beautiful that night.
Now that I have kids of my own I can realize that
the amount of hurt that I felt could have done noth-
My favorite mensory with my Dad is fishing. We ing but paled in comparison to the hurt my Dad must
go fishing every year. Last year my Dad was teaching  have fell to see that amount of pain in his little girl,
me how to fish and he broke his pole! It was reall And, without a mom around to soothe the pain in the
funny. 1 cnughl the most fish. 1 really love doing this  way that n mom may have been able to do, my dad did
with my Dad. e best thing that he knew howto do. And, rsa
Jonathan Vracen, age 8 daughter | will never fm—igel the way my Dad made it
Canton all better for hislittle girl that day.
Though I do not have any pictures of that night, 1
The nicest memorles with my father Is football. do have one of the next time that we were all dolled
Watchlng on television, watching my brothers play, or  up together: my wedding, Thanks for the perfect
when I plaged hlm and my mother would wait at the  prom night, Dad!
fence for me and the team to congratulate us. M;
father just passed ewsy this January so this will be the
first Father's Day without him. Happy Fathes's Day.
Love, Jou

I love my Dad so much. 1 like when we play basket-
bell, golf and 1 like when we play Nintendo. 1 love
when we scream? My favorite thing is beating him at
the Inst second! He's my best pal in the nurth, south,
east and west,

Ryan gliwe, age 7
Llvents

My Dad is not the typical father - he'a a father of
five {one dnughter 44 and four sons 41, 40, 38, 34).
He sacrificed his life for numerous years, You sce, he
was an assistant principal for a Catholie high school
for over 30 years. So my Dad was Dad to hundreds
Jod! Johnson  upon thousands of young men and women at
Benedictine High School. He taught us respect, pride
mnd integrity,

My most memorable outing happened in 1976, Dad
coached football, track (boys/giris) and was the nth-
Ictic dircetor. He started the position of assistant
principal that year and stopped coaching football.
The new coach was terrible. Anyway, at the all sports.
banguet the returning football players presented my
B father with o plague which read *“Dnd PLEASE come
Ml back to conching WE NEED YOU. He was so

tottchied with this that tears rolled from his eycs.
N Now 66 and having been retired for six yenrs, the
E ptaque still hangs on the wall iv his home for all to
sce, Sometimes, 1 swear when 1 see him wipe the dust
off of it, 1 sec tha tears falt as he remembers the mem-
orlea of thnt night. My Dad 18 not just my dad ~ he's

my best friend.
Thaddeus John Mac Jr.
Redtord

My fovorite outing with my Dad (Daniel) is when
we go skiing at Blue Mountaln, Next year I'm going to
try snowboarding. I love my dad very much!

Brandon Witk
Farmington

In the winter my Dad took me to the Bummit, We
swam In the hig pool. Afterwarda we went to the
water alide, I went first and then my dad, He {nllcd.
“Yippeel” when he went down the allde and 1 lnughed.
1t wna n memorable timz swimming alone with my

Dnd at the Summit,
. Denlel Sergeyey
Canton

Qur favorite place we like to go with our Dad (Joe)
{a fishing! We like to take our eanoc and goout ton
nke. Wo take our lunch with us and eat it in the boat.
Our Dad teaches us all about how to catch big flah

My Dad {s the beat Dad everl Everything he does is
wonderfull Every night he conies Into my room an .
reads to me. I love him 20 much. I'think he is the beat, . 0
Katie Smith hisses hir Ded.

Happy Father's Day, Dad. und helps us try different luves to catch them, We wilt
Karl Bavden take him fishing on Father's Day beeause that s where
Livenia ! e would like to ?. :
1 spent the summer of 1978 studylng fnterational ‘Wo also Hke to build things with our Dad. We use

2}l kinds of tools, Our Dad helpa us bufld special proj-
tloned to my parents that I planned to spend acauple  ects for school too. We have fun together. Our Dad is
of weeks touring England and Scotland after tha the bist and we love him a lot. Happy Fathers Day,
school serester, My fathez had family yoots in Dad.

Law at Oxford, Before departing on the trip, I men-

1 think thie hest time 1've ever had with my Dad was

the time we weat up to Cadillae, Michigen, to go fish-
ing It was my first time on & Ashing trip and you'll

never guess what happened. My Dad had cast out the  Scotland, and ha decidéd on the mﬁm he was golng - Oougtas and Brisn Gleosx

ling and then he gave me the rod. I felt a small tug to join me ot the tour. T tiust confess Iwas alirde *. . Livonts

and 1 atarted reeling it in. When 1 recled In the fis'y, it apprehensiye alsont the idea. 1 don' think 14 ever .

turned out to be a 16-inch brown trout - the largest  spent elght hours alone With him, let Alone Yo days. . .

one ever pulled out ofthat stream, 1t was definitelyn  But plans wers put in miotlen, and tourdag wewent, ' Ou favorite pdventure with Dad &m Klicber) was

great bonding time between my father and 1. T've We saw Stonehenge. We%adked throtigh ‘when We Went to Cranbrook to see the robotic zoo. Tt

never had more fun. I can't walt until the next fshing ~ Westminster Abbey, Bt, Panlh and Bdluhurz was a beautiful day and Daddy wanted to surprise us

trip. Happy Father's Day. Cathedral, We Visited Sterling Castle, Edinbu: .. byﬂ#‘? 115 to see the robiotic £0o, At the robotic xo0
»  Loveyosrson, Castleand the Tower of Loudon, We saw L ' Yy had vobotic bats, giraffes, thinos, flles, grasshop-

Joey Barden Chitlstieh M {n London. We hiked acrosa the - pera, plitypus and other animals, After that we went

_'Bal\o‘u'\ somo doughnuta (we brought some home
formom).. -

d MN"
Livenla Mleof! }:mn and saw the burial wrounds df many
nehitwﬁme!ophomemdpbonlwp.\ve .

: We in ;xvnbea antd bréakfusts, and Ln some
By the time that Twas in high kchool, mydad was s nat: oneB, 00, st T
single parent due to the nnllnﬁ:lé death of my mother. ~ The hﬁl@m&i Mpw pendt

CEIVED Juy 15 same




