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Library gala celebrates Friends’ gienemsity

BY JONI HUBRED
STATF WRITER

More than 300 guests were
treated to refeeshments and
classica) music at thix year's
Farmington Friends of the
Library gln, held Friday
evenlng at the newly expanded

12 Mile facility in Farmingten
Hills.

Amﬂn"nn to library director
Bev Papai, nembershlp in the

Friends organization has grown
from 350 when she first storted

30 years ago to aver 1,200,
“And those nre families, so
there are far more individunal
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Library supporters gathered to enjoy the music of the Great Lakes Brass
Quintet,
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for AAA and

members,” she added.

Papal speat the fiest part of
the evening meeting and greet-
ing many of the guests, whom
she has known for yeara.
Larlicr in the day, durlng an
in-service scasinn for staff’
members, she dellvered n
“stnte of the library” address,
which reviewed the previous
year and established goaln for
the coming year.

In nddition tu training,
Hbrary staffers set up for the
evening's meeting, which was
catered by Vineyards Cafe and
Catering. Papai sald owner
Ron Asmar hins contributed
refreshments for the event for
the past 17 years.

~This is his contribution and
his way of supporting the
library and the Friends,” Papai
said,

Mnary Koczarn, who runs the
libeary’s Baok Muck Cafe, con-
tributed beverages, so guests
cauld enjoy a cup of gourmet
coffee with their desserts,
which were made by Friends
members.

Great Lakes Brass, a quintet
featuring trumpets, french
harn and trombones, enter-
tained the crowd with classical
and Inspirational tunes, as well
03 blues, marches and show
utnes.

A review of the group's con-
tributions over *he year includ-
cd & $30,000 give of &
TechnoFrolies Vide Spin
Browser for the children's see-
ton an the lower level, a plas-

mn televislon screen, & 87,000
mime sculpture by Jerry Soble
and support of the Young
Adult progeam's Battle of the
Wooks, erl during the Festival
of the Arts,

In 2ll, Frienda contributed
11,990 to programming and
nearly 875,000 in other library
improvements and book dona-
tlona. The group hns also mnde
a significant commitment of
funds for the coming year to
support educatlon features In
the children's section,

Friends Bonrd member Rob
Brewer said the friends raise
funds through book snles and
memberships. The group
recently sent out a mailing to
people who hnd once been
active and dropped out, and
received a tremendous
response.

“Our major foundation s to
raise funds for things they
wauldn't normally be able to
buy,” he said, adding the gala is
a way to thank those who have
contributed,

Board members include
Rose Maric Fertig, President;
Bonnie King, Vice-President;
John Carlson, Treasurer;
Roslynne Greenberg,
Secretary; Jack Hurwitz; Lucy
Schoener; library board liaison
James McLaughlin and Papat.

For more information about
the Friends or the Farmington
Community library, call (248)
553-0300.

Jhubred@oe homecommunet | 1248 471-5450
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Emily Price plays french horn [ the Great Lakes Brass Quintet.

HomeTown Web site gets record number of hits for May

‘The Farmington Obscrver’s

aix months, according Nelll,
“These statistics plainly show

web site, www:! homclm\ n-
{ife.com, has d reco:
usage for the month of May
and extraordinary growth
over the past six months,
Obscrver € Eccentrie General
Mnuager Peter Nelll
announced today. Total site
hits for May were nearly 22.8
milllon, up 585 from
December, 2002,

The number of "unique vis-
its” by individunls who logged
onto the hometownlife.com
site is up 31% over the same

the Farmi Obscru:rh
nﬂ‘crin$ tocal residents
m:b site

munity newspapers and 21
telephone directories, accord-
ing to Dan Sutton,
HomeTown Digital general

to gn along with our local
newspapers,” he said.
Another index of high
usage for the site, according
to Neil, Is the number of
page views per visit — 5.02,
up an entire page from last
December. The number of
visits per hour — an jndex of
how many individuals were
logged on to the site at any
otie moment - was 638 in
Mny. up 31% I'mm December.,
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tlife.com brings
\\v:h users the very best of
Hemelown Communications
Network's 40 Michigan com-

(1 ib.
AVery Good Soisroe
an‘min s

“The sitc includes local
news from all the newspa-

ors, us well ns searchable
[stings of their classified and

rench through aur web site, is
the best way to get lots of
epplicants, right around the
corner,” Nelll saild.

The site also includes list-
ings of real estate for sale
downlvaded daily from
Multiple Listing Service com-
puter files. More than 21,000

retail ndvcrlhing. he uid individuat hnmcs for mle

HomeTown Co were revi ¥ [

Network is the parent compa-  buyers on the

ny of The Observer & homeluwnl!t‘mnm sitein

Eccentric Newspapers nnd Muy slon

Homu“mwn Dlgllul in addl:ion to tho homt—
The cot site life.com site, H

offers links to help-wanted
nds placed by employers, with
views up 78% May over
December. "Putting o help-
wanted nd In the Farmington
Obsetver, plus extending its

Digital offers custom web
design services, together witk
clectrontc business cards and
cBrochures,

‘They may be reached at 1-
800-983-4614.
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for Fall 2003-2004
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