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Grandmother urges alternative students, ‘Never give up’

8Y SUL BUCK
STAFF WRITER

Farmington Public Schools
officials congratulated 86 stu-
dents in the adult education
program Thursday.

The program includes the
Farmington Community
Schoal, Farmington
Alternative High School and
two students from Miller
School.

Farmington Public Schoals
Supt. Bob Maxfield lauded the
students, who ranged in age
from 17 to 78 years old, ina
ceremony held at Farmington
High School.

1t was a special night for
student and grandmother,
Marian Yagoda, 78, of
Southfield, who finally
received her high school diplo-
ma after years of wishing. She
should have graduated during
‘World War II, when she was
18 years old.

“I didn't get a chance to
graduate beeause [ wenttoa
trade school ta become a
dressmaker,” Yagoda said.

She went to work at a facto-
ry after that and never took
the three subjects she still
needed to graduate: English,
History and Gm'cnmenl
Instead, she sewed p

Heather Agar sheds a tear of happl-
ness as she prepates to receive her
diploma.

only wanted to marry me and
take care of me.
W‘hcn she (‘nnll} returned o

used by the men in the armed
services.

Yagoda tried to finish her
education in 1974 at
Farmington Community
School. "As fate had it I met
my sccond husband that year
and he didn’t want me to fin-
ish school,” Yagoda said. "He

DeitShon Oa
at Greenfield Village
July 3,4,5 &6 2003
Day musical

School n:ccntl) she learned
her records were still on file
and was told she didn't have to
tuke history because she lived
history.

Attending scheol with
younger students made her
feel like n teenager again,
Yegoda said, “You're never too

for the entire family!
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begins a1 8:30 pm wilh Fiteworks finale
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by the Mator City Brass 8and
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local musician Robert Braley
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Marion Yagoda, 78, was among the members of Farmington School's Adult and
Alternative Education program graduates honored Thursday.

old to pursue your dreams and
your gfmk Never give up, [
didn't”

Yagoda, who was last to step
on stage because students
queued up alphabetically, was
the only graduate to receive a
standing ovation.

SECOND CHANCES

The students tepresented
commitment, perseverance,
resilience, and a willingness
for sccond chances, Maxficld

said,
~You have overcome a num-
ber of obstacles,” Maxficld

said. "You are in may ways a
snapshot of the face of
America”

While the country was
founded on the principle that
all men are created equal,
Maxfield said, many young
people have lost their confi-
dence in government.

Many also realize the limit-
ed access to the promises of
the American Dream.

“What happens to a dream
deferred? asked Maxfield, who
quoted from “A Raisin in the
Sun.”“Docs it dry up like a
raisin in the sun?®

He made the point that
adult ed program students
have shown they could over-
come problems that mlcrfcn.d
with their

Class of 2003

Heather Agar, Simon Assefa, Ramis
Bajrami, Marla Batzloff, Torrean
Bedford, Jennifer Belanger, Michael
Berger, Scott Berry, David Bishop,
Cecily Blow, Carey Boulas. Adam
Bwaness. Jason Brackney, Lristita
Brown, Nicols Brown, Christopher
Bruce, Savanna Beyson, Gjoni Camaj,
Christie Carmody, Kevin Chambers,
Ashley Cohen, Erienne Cope,
Christing Cortez, Yurl Dado, Thomas
Daviex, Giuseppa DiRato, David
Druzy, Bryan Eisenberg, Jonathan
Faulkner, Samira Fournia, Albert
Futreit, Brandon George, Greqory
Gilmer, Trevor Godlrey, Adrian
Cojca), Danielte Greenteat and Elyse
Hall.

Jason Halliday, David Harrison,
Bryan Hickman, Francis Rodges.
Susul $fodzic, Ashiey Holtweg. Jun
Hee Hwang, Ratfaele lutianl, James
Jelley, Aaron Johnson,

FARMINGTON ALYERNAYIVE RIGH SCHOOL AND A2ULY EDUCATION

Joseph Kelly, Kelly Klein, Matlhew
¥rist, Danlelle Kubin, Sleven Kull,
Gerard Kurzynski I, Kevin Lau,
$Shannan Levine, Nicole tevy,
Xalhleen Liparolo, Joseph Locastio,
Caihleen Loe, Colieen London, Rysa
Lopez, Mark Lucas, Charlie
McCalaster, Danielle McLemore,
Corey Miller, Danlelle Milson, Scott
Mortis, Larry Morris, Mike Musallam,
Hikolina Nikoloshl, Erica O'Neall,
Jason Osborn, Shelley Osbourne,
Catherine Qullelte and Douglas
Perry,

Michael Rahn, Crista Roberts, Crista
Robinson, Edniquech Robinson,
Elizabeth Roekle, Andre Schoen,
Jennifer Sevy, Andrew Sharples,
Lasha Sheppard, Nicolas Tiberia,
Keliie Tounsel, Kyra Travis. Douglas
Trayer, Matthew YanCamp, Hayler
Varlione, Xenyatta ward, KeJae Ware,
Tjuan Washington, Margarel White,
Ann Wright, Hathan Yageman and
Jason Zimmerman.

FESTIVAL

FROM PAGE Al

yaup-plush-snimal station.

This year's festival is July 17
19 in downtown Farmington,
General festival hours will be
from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. each
day.

The Founder's Cafe, featuring
the Ox Roast behind Page’s
Foad and Spirits, will he open
from 11 a,m, to 11 pan. each

ay.

:)\lsn new this year, the
Detroit Pistans will have thelr
hoops tour-mobile set up with
six free-throw stations and
Palace of Auburn Hills give-
aways.

A mechanical “ox” will also
be on hand, giving little kids
and big kids a chance to see
how well they can hold on,
Lichtman said.

Returning favorites will
include the Magical History
Tour, sponsored by LOC
Federa! Credit Union. It fea-
tures a shuttle bus tour of arca
landmarks for (rw‘or a

ities I mentioned and the
promise of the American
Dream.”

Terry Klenczar, director of
adult and community educa-
tion recognized teachers she
described ns creative, flexible
and caring.

Students worked toward
graduation by attending
school either part-time or full-
time, she said. Not all have
cars, 80 some were dropped off
and some took the SMART
bus to get to school.

About 70 percent of the
graduates began their educa-
tion in Farmington schools.

“Six of our students come
from other countries,”
Klenczar said. A January
gradunte now lives in Italy.

Some students may ask
themselves whether they have
what it takes to make it in the
real world,

Board President Lindn.
Enberg answered that ques-
tion with an uncquwocnl yes.
“You are graduating from a

related to family snd pmb]cms
related to the economic sys-
tem.

“You've shown that you can
close the gap between the real-

school which brought out the
best in you and has given you
a second chaace,” Enberg said.
Schools can't teach every-
thing because information
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FHS HFHS PHOTOS
DELAVED BY TECHNOLO6Y

Due to a technical glitch with
our digital photography
equipment, there has beena
defay in obtaining photographs
of the Farmington and North
Farmingten High School
graduations.

As 5000 3s images are
available, we will publish the
list of graduates {rom those
two schools.

1 neigh-
borhoud vin horse-drawn
wagon for a pominal cost,
sponsored by Robert Bosch
Carporation of Furmington
Hills.

There will be plenty of arts
and crafts booths in the
Farmington Center parking
lot.

Applications were juried this
yeat, because the number
received outpaced the number
of spaces available.

Among the muslcal per-
formers already on board for
the three days are Muruga
Booker & the Global Village
Ceremonial Band, Farmington
Community Chorus,
Immunity, Scoct Magoo, The
Sun Messengers, TrippHorn

lution, The Satin Dolls and

doubles every 10 years, she
commented.

“What it has taught you to
do is to teach {ou how lu teach
yourself. Our hopes and
drcams ave on your shoulders”

She urged students to take
time to value both their imme-
diate and extended families.

Elyse Hall and Kathleen
Liparoto cach received $2,000
scholarships from the
Akebono Corporation. The
Michigan Alternative
Education Organization gave
Crista Robinson $1,000.

Danielle Greenleaf and Ann
Marie Wright cach received n
$500 Boyle scholarship,

~,
it’s Not Just
340 Cold Storage,
Cleaning,
Repairs

‘These Delta Rhythm Kings.
And once again, the
Fanmington/Farmington Hills
Chamber of Commerce
Fantasy Raffle Party will be
held closing night, with his
and her Harley-Davidson
motoreycles as the top prizes,
Saturday’s popular
Botsford's Founders Festival
Parade on Grand River honors
grand marshal Gerson Cooper,
president and CEO of Botsford
Heath Care Continuum,
‘The lincup starts on the ¢ast
end of Grand River at 10 a.n.
The deadline to enter an
application to run a float in
the parade is June 27 and
applications to enter and be s
volunteer with the festival or
parade is available on the Web
site: foundersfestival.com
‘There you can also geta
complete rundown of festival
activitics with dntes and times
of events,
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