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Rauge River” Round green and
btae decals replaced many of
the previously spray-painted
warnings,

“They're more attractive,
they last a lifetime (and)
they're fairly easy to put down,”
explained Erika Hidalgo, a
Canton staff englocer who
drove anc of two shuttles
transporting decal-pincers in
the township,

Volunteers applied approxl-
mately 200 decals to storm
drain catch basins near the
Lower Rouge Parkway, clean-
ing litter nlong the way.

And in many sites, there was
garbage galore.

“I don't understand why peo-
ple do this,” sald Erin
Ititchcock, working with her
husband, Joshun, to drag a
soggy, reom-sized piece of car~
petlng from the river In
Redfard Towaship. “They just
dump this stuff, and in the
water of all places.”

Another couple helped to
remove dozens of tires strewn
nround a swampy area in
Canton.

1 just think some idiot did-
n't want ta take them to the
dump,” snid Tom Micale, who
volunteered with his wife,
Janct. *It's God's country and
you wanna keep it that way”

The day’s teash tally also
included shopping carts, bicy-
¢les, sofns, hot tub covers and
even n portable Intrine. At
Heritage Park in Enrmington

“Iwo species of invasives
could wipe out n hundred other
specics In a decade or s Bill
Craig, president of the Holliday
Nature Preserve Assoclation in
Westland who alded In the
removal of honcysuckle and
garlic muatard from woodland
nreas. “Next spring we expect to
ace Jots of wildflowera In thelr
glory”

8l Cralg
Holliday Halure Preserve Assoclation I

worked to plant native flowers
and lay down 40 cubic yards of
mulch on paths near a Rouge
tributary.

Cducatlonal activitles
included nature walks and
birdhouse bullding in Canton
and a speaker on native mol-
Tusks in Farmington Hills,

Mont participating in River
Dy expressed a deaire to make
a difference In their communl-

tles,
“Dolng this geta them golng

Hills, goldfish dumped by well-
menning residents were dis-
cussed,

“They’re not native,” said
Masha Sitver, a Friends of the
Rouge member, “They get very
big, very aggressive and they
eat everything”

Once free, the goldfish often
grow to more than 12 inches in
length and wreak havoc on the
river's ccology.

PLANTING AND EDUCATING

Controlling nnd removing
invasive plaut apecies wns also
a highlight.

“Two speeles of invasives
conld wipe out o hundred
other specles in a decade or 50,
said )'!irl Craig, president of the
Halliday Nature Preserve
Associatlon in Westland who
aided in the removal of honey-
suckle and garlie mustard from
woodland areas. "Next spring
we expect to see lots of wild-
flowers in their glory”

In Plymouth, 55 volunteers

Flagstar Bank
Giant
Handyman
Tool Kit

($75.00 value)

on o service when
they're young,” snld
Farmington Hills Glrl Scout
leader Mclinda Polk, whose
teenage daughters both spent
severnl hours in the river
Saturday. *“Then when some-
thing else cemes up they're not
afraid to get involved,”

Many high school students
jumped Into this year's efforts,

I don't think that enough
young people are involved in
the environment,” snid Alex
Shapardanis, 16, who worked
in Livonia. *I wish we could do
it more often.”

Efforts to clean up the Rouge
River are beginning to pay off.

“The habitat Is coming back,”
said Ron Caryl, Redford
“Township swater and sewer
superintendent, who has seen
coyate, deer and even a blue
heron return to the area. "1 see
(animals) J didn't see as a kid
in Redford, nnd we like to
think that it’s because the river
is cleaner”
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Open any new Flagstar personal checking account,
and receive a Giant Handyman Tool kit when
direct deposit and auto-payment are cstablished!”

et ol

Mudison eights
{238) SBB-6777 (T}
{248) $43-1817 (ISB)

n Twp.
2634971 (T)

L
832.797) (IS

(734) S28-2688 (T) Novl
1248) 624-7363 (M) (24B) 2886859 (T)
Belterille Fermington Hills (248) 435.0059 (IS
(224) 699-6639 (1SH) (248) 32400131 Pantluc Warren
(248) 476-9160 (24R) 475-0696 (T y
TeveHy Nills @9 160D (586) 294.6276 T)
(248) 6466588 (T) Fenton Rocheater Waterfard
810 714-2734 (M (248) 6520792 () (248) 6241380 (T
HloomNchd Hilly
1248) ORR-R613 (T) Goodison Roxerflle West Blonmfleld
(248) 650-6184 (1) (586) 778-8043 1SB) 124R) 539-3937 ()
Canton
(7341 981-4H424T) Howdll Shelby Twp. \;h-:l:;d o078
o ) 44
{734) OR1-6401 ISBY (517) $52.9655 (T) (3851 9973496 (1SB) (734} m
Chestesfield Twp. Stering Heights
15K6) 421-03K8 (181 1ivonin {S586) 803-1180 (D

N Yradinoss] Ruakisg Cealitn
STV MEN a4 prte Loty K0Rm - XIIAm MTLE08m < rovw Sa

Camw.flagstav.com
SIREEOHIT. Limited e offer whilk supplics 1ast. Dicct depanlt and Auto-payment munt be e~tadlished o reveive gif. Receive h
Plagotas Mank Gisht Handy e Tool Kit (75000 value) when the fies dhievt depunit has bee made, and the flrt aulo-paymeal han hevs

withdras &, FLAGSTAR CHECKING ACCOUNTS: A minirurh depouit s roquitsd 10 g ¢ mw chevking ocownt. Restrctions appty.

(586) 2683230 (M)

M00em <4 S, nam - o San

Taytor
(313) 2990186 (ISB}

Troy
(248) 312-5400 (T

[0

FLAGSTAR BANK IS PROUD |
TO BE THE OFFICIAL BANK O

_ -FLAG52'1!':::R-

00

¢ ? ' 2o, o
Stop by our new locatl d ont how to recelve these great offe
* ,25% Interest rate bonus on certificates of depasit 12 months und longer.”

* .25% Interest rate bonus on new Classle Checking™ or Statement Plus Savings™
sccounts for 3 months,

* .25% interest rate reductlon on o new consumer lozn.™
+* FREE online bill payment service for 6 months. ’

* FREE flnancial consultation.
*
*

FREE {irst order of Flagstar custom checks when you open a checking account,

PLUS ... Enter to win ous Grand Opening prize.

33390 W. 14 Mile Rd
West Bloomfield
(248) 539-3987

{Located in the Simshury Plaza)

Drive-Up: 7:30 a.m, - 7:30 pm. Monday - Friday

. 8:30 aam. - 4 pun. Saturday
Lubby: 8:30 n.m. « 5:30 p.my, Monday - Friday
8:30 a.m. - noon Saturday

Convenience You Can Count On,
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