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EAGLETS
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Mark Sisson brought in anoth-
er with a sacrifice {ly.

In the seventh, Larson
mowed down the Cougars in
order to put the finlshing
touch on St. Mary's champi-
onship.

Winners for fife

51, Mary's fans whooped it
wp from the stands while the
Fil 13«:1’.! and coaclies jumped up
nnd down in glee on the field .

“It's incredible and I don't
think it's sunk in yet,” said
freshman eatcher Jon Castine,
who went 3-for-3 agalnst CC
pitchers Brent Serba and
Dunny Patterson, “I just can’t
believe 1 can call myself a state
champion from now until the
end of my life”

Larsosn, u junior who
endured some carly struggles
before settling down and shut-
ting out the Cougars (34-5) in
the final three innlngs, had lit-
tle difficulty summing up his
fecllngs: “It feels awesome; it's
arush”

*“We just kept our intensity
thronghout the whole game
and it was great,” said senfor
Mark MeDnniel, who pltched
the quarterfinal and semlfinal
victories, “Everybody sas up in
the dugout the whole game
cheering cverybady on, and
that's what makea a good team.”

Of course, teams that score
17 runs in a game, as the
Baglets did Fridny, usunlly
have fun. The fecling of relaxed
confidence carried over to
Saturday.

According to Willis,
Friday’s rout gave his players
extra confidence when it
came time to face Scrba tesa

than 24 hours later,

Yet, Willis stressed what
really helped the Eaglets was
having stayed alive during the
hard-fought district and
reglonel rounds when St.
Mary's scored one-run victo-
rles over Ortonville-Brandon,
Auburn Hills Avondale and
Pontise Notre Dame Prep.

The Intter victory came after
the Baglets were down to their
Tast strike.

“I kept telling the kids all
nlong, those are the games that
build character,” Willks sald.
“Stuff like that, you take it and
keep running with [t.

“And then (there was) that
10-inning game in the reglonal
semifinal ngainst Bloomfield
Hills Andover. I don't think we
came up for hreath until the
reglonnl final”

Willis said his tenm’s fesilien-
cy actually started in the 2002
tourney, when the Englets saw

413-0 lead evaporate against
Avondale, losing 17-13.

“That's been our motivation
all seasen - ‘Don't give up until
they call the last out,” he said.

The course did straighten out
a bit in the finn) week, Behind
the shutuutritch!ngof i
McDantel, the Eaglets blanked
defending state champion
Monroe Jeflerson in the June
10 quarterfinal and blitzed
Comstock Park in the semifinal.

Everything that helped get St
Mary’s to the championship
game enabled the young squad
to remnaln focused when CC
went ahead, 6-4, In the tap of
the fourth against Larson, a
Juntor who gave up 12 hits and
dodged trouble most of the wny.

The Cougars, who commit-
ted seven etrors, scored three
runs after two were out to take
a 6-4lead. A single to left by
Patterson scored Ross
Westdorp, beating the throw

from Joel Schering to Castine.

Castine, thinking he had
ealled time out, watched in dis-
bellef as Serba raced around to
score the lead run.

Willis argued vehemently
but in vain about the umpire’s
declsion to let the extea run
stand. The play seemed to fire
up the Engleta, however.

Afler the first two bntters
were easjly retired, Lursan
drew o walk. Courtesy runner
Oji Cathey went to third after n
singlc by Castine (hts third hit
of the game).

Miller's looping drive to
shattow center fell in front of
the outfielder to bring home
Cathey and Michael Rachfal, a
courtesy runner for Castine, to
deadlock the score at 6-6.

Eaglets bounce back

According to Castine, the
quick response turned the
game jn 5t Mary's favor.

“That showed we weren't
going to stop,” Castine said. “As
ateam, we wanted to win so
badly. And nobody, I mean
nobady, picked us along the
way. All year long”

Then came the winning run
in the bottom of the fifth.
Wilkins walked and went to
third after McDanicl singled
and Chris Rachfal walked.

Wilkins was caught in n run-
down between third and home
after Sisson mlssed on n suicide
squeeze bunt. But Wilking
senred anyway. Nobody for CC
covercd home after the eatcher
moved down the third-basc line,

“After the fifth inning, when
all chaos broke loose there, |
justgot by and started fir-
ing the ball," Larson said.

"And then defensively
we started doing really
well”
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ALLI-STARS
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reached base against him, with
one getting picked off first and
the other thrown out attempt-
ing to steal,

Garden City conch Steve
Herman, who has helped guide
DiMichele throngh his up-
nnd-down high schoo! earcer,
was beaming with pride after
ke was named MVP,

“This is just the neatest
thing I've been to,” Herman
said.

“He could have thrown in
the towe) and decided all this
wasn't worth it. But he came
back this year with a chip on
his shoulder and had some-
thing ta prove. And, by him
being here, you can see he has
proved it

DiMichele, who will play at
Kent State University, had an
outstanding season for the
Cougars. He went 11-2 with n.
1.01 earned-run average. He
also set a school recard with
146 strikcouts and batted 440
with 81 runs scored.

Four other Observer &
Ercentric-aren players were
nlso on the East squad, and
cach contributed to the team's
win,

Dan Lentz of Farmington Hlls and Brother Rlce High School started at shortstop and scored a run for the victorious

£ast all-stars.

Derek Ranck represented
the Clarkston Wolves and was
Jjoined by his conch, Phit Price.
Dan Lentz, from Division [
state runner-up Birmingham
Brother Rice, started at short-
stop, while Andy Wingert
(Farmington Harrison) and
Kevin Lamb (West Bloom(ficld)

also had pitching stints,
Harrison cozch Juhn
Herrington snid Wingert
used his work ethic and base-
ball snvvy to play in the uiti-
mate prep game, Wingert
pitched the top of the fourth

ing.

“It's the enlmination of a

great career for him,”

Herrington said. “He started

three years for us and wasa

very steady performer.”
W:ingm is headed to Central

Uniivorst

inning and d two
strikcouts in an cffective out-

g onacom-
bination baseball and acndem-

ic scholarship. He'sa 3.8 GPA
student who had an 8-3 record
and 1.99 ERA.

ientz, another Farmington
Hills resident, finished n
48-hour roller coaster ride
with his participation in the
game,
e and his Brother Rice
teammates suffered a 5-2 upset
Inss te Holland West Ottnwa in
the state final Saturday. But he
was a catalyst in the East's vic-
tory, stealing two bases and
scoring the team’s first run.

“It's nice ta really end
things on n winning note,”
Lentz said, “although I'd
trade this for us winning on
Saturdny anytime. It's hard
not to think about our loss,
but this game helped, This
ride has just been the best
time of my life.”

Lentz hind played at
Comerica Park three previous
times, winning the 2002

berth in 2002 and a league
title this year,

Price, who just completed
his fifth season as varsity
coach, snid the whole experi-
ence made him feci like n kid
again.

“What a great Father's Day
present,’ Price said, referring
nlso to the annuz) banquet
Sunday night for everyone
involved in the game.

“I felt like a kid in a candy -
store, like it was Christmas in
June.

“The coaches were arguing
over who would get to coach
third base and who would go
out to the mound, just so we
conld sny we walked out to the
mound here. But our pitchers
played excellent,

“U've alwaya had a lot of con-
fidence in Derck, and he just
had a great year. He improved
his defense; he hit 1470 and
was a geeat team leader,”

Ranck ked 54 hits in 30

Catholic League champ
there. He will play at the
University of Michigan next
year.

Clarkston was the best rep-
resented of the arca schools
with a player and a conch.
Ranck, who will play at Wayne
State University, helped put
the Wolves on the baseball
map the past two seasons,
leading them to a semifinal

games, stole 16 hases and had
49 RB in helping the Wolves
to their first outright league
title,

Lamb also saw the comple-
tion of a successful carcer for
himself and his Laker team-
mates.

He pitched the sixth inning
and struck out one wkile fssu-
ing one walk.
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A MONTH/38-MONTH LEASE  CASH DUE AT SIGNING

{Aber $8,500 cosh bock including $1,000 renewal coth ond $500 AARP calkj***
Securily depotit woived. Includes acquisition fee. Exdudes Jos, s ond licensa fees.
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TOWN CAR EXECUTIVE A-MAN PRICE STARTING AT
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YOUR METRO DETROIT LINCOLN MERCURY DEALERS ARE CELEBRATING FORD MOTOR COMPANY’S 100-YEAR HISTORY
WITH O%APR FINANCING FOR 60 MONTHS** ON

5+ ON EYERY NEW 2003 LINCOLN AND MERCURY,
or %5,000 cash sack-on{incon Town car.

YOUR METRO DETROIT LINCOLN MERCURY DEALERS ARE PROUD TO BE A PART OF FORD MOTOR COMPANY'S HISTORIC 100TH ANNIVERSARY.,
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arl-278 eteven Hambha von Rd ol 12 Mila &4 ol Telegroy
1734) 453-2424 {248) 652-4200 1588} 552-6000 {248] 354-4900
hineiparkim com crisamanien com moreyim.com warlm.com

DETROIT TROIT GARDEN CITY NOv1
Bob Maxe, Park Motor St Evens Gardon City Vors!
16901 Mock Ave. 18100 Woodward Ave. 32000 Ford Rd. 49251 Grand Rivar
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TE STERUNG HEIGHTS TROY . YESILANT
Southgats rest: Bob Borst Sesi
14800 Forl Streot 34200 Van Dyke 1950 West Mapls 950 Eost Michigon
o) Pennrylvonio al 15 /3 Mils K9, Troy Motor Mall 9 Wolos Wout of 1278
(734) 285-8800 {584 939-6000 1248) 643-6400 (734) 482-2133
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*Call 1-688-561EASE for detalls, Notall buyers will qualify for Red Corpel Lease. Some ents higher, some lower, Residency restictions apply. Toke delivery from ded!
Franced s §16 67 par moh, per $1,000 linanced regordless cf down payment. Not chym h

Mercury lossoes Proot of cwnership required. Customers efigible for loase renewal cosh must terminate their current new or used lincaln o Mercury vehicke lease by 7/9/2003. Cash back also includes
$500 Banus Cash offer for AARP mernbers volid on ihe purchase of feate of any new 2003 Town Cor. Preot
compotible with cther cash back incentives. This offer connot be combined with any private offers. Toke retail delivery from dealer stock
cash and excludes 1ax, e ond license fees. See dedler for their price. Take delivery from dedler stock by 7,/9/2003. Offers subject to change. See decles for complete detals,

| buyers. will qualily for Ford Credit linancing. * * *Cash back includes $ 1,000 kea:

of AARP membership required. Limil one $

for stock by 7/9/2003. * ¢ Amount
se renewol cash for retuming linoaln

500 Bonus Ceash offer per AARP member. This offer is
7/9/2003. "Skading o APlan price is less cash back and AARP
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