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In the kitchen, which
ineludes white cabinets, green
eountertops and a floral
valonce at the window, paint-~
ings of whimsical birds and
birdhouses adarn one wall and
a painted green vine winds
along the floor around the
parmeter of the room.

The art work is by Cynthia
Bodene of Passion for Painting
of Lathrup Village, whose
other decorating features in
the house include the amazing
faux marble top on a coffee
table in the living room and a
nri Ing techmque on the maos-

room wall

Thc dining mm wallsarea
deep grape, with flowery wall-
paper on the lower third.
Leaded glass cabinets, and an
arrangements of plates, are on
one wall.

Naney’s eollection of silhou-
ettes fills the walls of a down-
stairs powder room, which also
has mint-green tiles and wall-
paper with flowers on a navy
background.

The colors in an upstairs
bathroom are peach and sky
bluc. A wallpsper border hasa
bird motif. The bathtub is
unusual, with a rectangular
tub encased in o square. A ver-
ticul cylindrical bulb is on each
side of the mr.:dicinc cabinet.
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The Baclnskis' yard Is like a park, This Is the scene from the screened-in

porch.

the decor has a tropical theme,
wnlh parrots on the piltows and

A
room is in the basement, with
a pool table and fireplace. The
Bacinskis added the stone to
the front of the fircplace.

‘The screened-in porch fea-
tures a light fixture adorned
with parrots and flowers, Both
the porch and light fixture are
from the original house. Hexe

The porch looks out on part
of the ynrd, "When you're sit-
ting back there you feel almost
as if you're in a park,” Nancy
Bacinski said. “It's private, but
it's not too private.”

The property is almost an
acre in size. When the
Bacinskis moved in, bushes

This photo shows Waller Howatd, the original bullder and first ownar of the
house, in his office in a downstairs room that featured tulit-In wooden file
cablnets, The phote Is from Howard's grandson,

Lathrup
Village Home
& Garden Tour

B What: A self-guided tour
featuring five homes, four pri-
vate gardens, the newly
expanded Children's Garden
and historic Community
Congregational Church, Itis
co-sponsored by the Lathrup
Village Historical Society and
the Village Gardeneers.
Proceeds support beautification
projects throughout Lathrup
vill

nge.

A Garden Boutique will be at
the gazeba in the park adjacent
to the Municipal Building on
Southfield Road. The Young
Astronauts will operate a
Garden Cafe, SOCRRA volun-
teers will staffinformation
tables during the day. Master
gardener volunteers will be in
end-n of the gardens and in the

Making your own DVDs
can be frustrating

hen you sit down at the

TV to watch the first

DVD you've ever created,
it's kind of a magical moment.

After patiently copyiag hours

of home video to your comput-
er, carefully
editing the
footage into a
cohesive
movie, and
recording it to
that shiny
blank dise in
your spiffy new
DVD bumer,
you can't help
fecling a bit
like Spielberg:
20 this is what
it'’s like to make
movies.

Brolda i

And when your masterpiece
nppc:u-s on the screen

1o answer g
and mlst ests,

n W'hen. 10am, to 4 p.m.
Saturday, June 21

88 Tickets: $12 in advance,
$15 the day of the tour. Seniors
are offered a di d entry

p: , as mine did,
you start feeling more like
Alan Funt: Am 1 on Candid
Camera?
Upside-down. How could a
digitally recorded imnge end
ide-down? It wasn't like

price of 8. Ticket vouchers are

up
1 Lhmndcd the film into the

least expensive at $299 (less if °

you shop online). It comes with *

some great software, most
notably a program called
MyDVD, which allows you to
casily assemble your vxdeo clips
and produce fancy DVD
menus.

T decided to take the Pioneer
drive and software for a spin,
hoping to archive to DVD
about 12 hours' worth of baby
and toddler video.

As you already know, the end
result wasn’t pretty. Of the two
movie clips I gumedw that
fateful first DVD, one played
upside-down.

The other looked fine when
played on my PC, but jerky on
my DVD player.

Admittedly, I may have
messed things up by generat-
ing the wrong video format
from my movie-editing pro-
gram. A subsequen effort with
a different clip resulted in &
flawless DVD.

But the whole exercise
demonstrated that while DVD
crestion has come a long way
in a short while, it's not yet as
easy as it should be. And with
blank DVDs still selling for
about two bucks apiece, mis-
takes are not only frustrating,
but costly as well.

1 won't even bore you with
the ridiculous standards war
that continues to plague
recordable DVD (it's like
VHS versus Beta all over
again).

“This drive supports DVD-

R and DVD-RW, that drive
supports DVD+R and
DVD+RW - give me a break.
Whittle it down to one or two

universally acceptabie stan-
dudsand I'll break out the
checkbook.

Until then, I can live without -
the confusion, frustration, nd *

expense of bumning my own
DVDs.

Rick Broda writes about computers
2nd lechnology for the Observer &
Eccentric Hewspapers. Broida, of
Commerce Tewnship, has writtan for
computer and technology magazines.
ang is a co-author of several books on
hangheld computing. Readers who
have questions for Broida can emait
him at rickbroidaiPexcite.com

avnilable at the Lathrup Village  projector backwards. I've seen
City Officcs, 27400 Southfield p]emy of computer weirdness

had grown wild around the Road, three blocks north of I- in my day, but this was within
site. The fumily removed two 696, between 11 and 12 Mile. arm'’s reach of taking the cake.
Iarge bushes that were by the ® For tickets or information: Let me start at the begin-
front sidewalk and filled the Call Pat Gore at (248) 559- ning.
holes with a variety of flowers; 0488 or Richard Reeves at Now that so many of us own
now large irises, poppies and (248) 569-5610. DVD players, it's only natural
peonies are part of the attrac- to want 1o create our own
tive arangement. throughaut Lathrup Village. home-movie DVDs. What bet-

Along the house, other A Garden Boutique will be at  ter way to archive all those old
unruly shrubs that had blocked  the gazebo in the park adjacent  tapes or share precious
part of the strucmrt were tothe Mumupa] Bm!dxngnn moments with distant friends
replaced with d t green- The b and family?
ery. mnrthuewere planted, will offer plants, garden smlu:u'y, Of course, it's nothing new to
the family saw an old photo enusual garden aceessoriesand  be nble 1o transfer video to
that showed almost identical original works from local artists.  your PC and spruee it up with
shrubs at the spot. ‘The Young A will oper-  titles, and other

English Gardens will con- ate a Garden Cafe, selling faux-Hollywood effects.
tribute some plants to help refreshments as a fund-raiser. But as for actually copying
decorata the inside of the Volunteers from the the result to a DVD, onc you
house for the tour. Nancy Southeastern Oakland County  can view on any DVD player,
works part time at English Resource Recovery Authority  that's a fairly recent option.
Gardens in Royal Oak. “It's {SOCRRA) will staff display Recordable DVD drives (or
such a good thing for the com-  tables during the day with “burners”) bave finally become
munity,” she said of the tour. mformnunn on tree nn:ugtdrwer {)a:t and affordable enough to

en ten]
[NFORMATION maintenance and lawn care. Witness the Pioneer DVR-
Master gardener volunteers  AQ5

This year's tour is the eighth  will be in each garden and in (www.pioncerelectronies.com),
event co-sponsored by the the boutique to answer ques-  an internal drive that's not only
Lathrup Village Historical tions and assist guests. one of the fastest DVD bumners
Society and the Village 1o date, but also one of the
Gardencers. It will also feature  mklemlc@oehomecommanet | (248) 9017569
the newly expanded Children's :
Garden and historic
Community Congregational
Church. Proceeds support
beautification projects
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An exclting, Incredibly fun place to h:lp 2l kide grow....

Chrtllhm Fellaw:klp

29320 Munger * Livonia

Regirtratlon - June 24th » §:30m
Clatses o June 24ih, 25th & 36

-8:30pm
L-:nut,mtm-'w NIGHT
With Games & Food for the Pomily!

Better move FAST...
rates this great won’t LAST.
The time to refinance is NOW!

Visit us during our '
OPEN HOUSE
This Thursday, Friday,
Saturday & Sunday

June 19th, 20th, 21st & 22nd
from 12:00 - 6:00 p.m.

CAGE nsnua‘uca LOAN
Refinance NOW and take advanuge of the

fowest rates in over 40 yeary, plus get all of this:

*No up-hvnt costs, closing costs, points, private mortgage Imunn:e.
appralsal or lprplluuon fees, or any other hidden costs!

+ Up to B5% of our appraisal value of your home.
Stop by your loca) banking center, call or vish us online to apply.

CHARTER ONE’
BANX

tharterans.com

1-877-TOP-RATE

Limited time offer, subject to change!
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