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Emily Wilkins and Ashlee
Witkowskl.

“These nre the st bat hous-
es in the city” Gushman sald,
adding that they nre tocented
across from the foot bridge.
Lach house is about three feet
tall, 20 inchies deep and about
seven tnchies wide,

“It's unusunl for gids to build
a bat house,” Spencer said.

Througli the Jelp of Bob
Layne, husband of co-leader
Candace Stanton-Layne, they
installed the bat houses,

Layne, a long-time volunteer
with Habitat for Hunanity,
guided the girls in construe-
tlon, finlshing and installation
of the houses,

‘The troop earned money for

funding the project through
cookle sales und with the helpy
of Harvey Andermsan who
works for Omni fucility servic-
s,

Anderson is part of the
cleaning crew at Ford Motor
Company where Layne works,

“When Hurvey learned what
the girls were doing, lie
offered to collect empty pop
botiles on his shift so that the
girly could use the bottle
deposit money for their proj-
cet,” Spencer said,

Spencer iclped the girls
present thetr plon for the
houses to Gushman, who
joined the girls at school for ¢
working lunch meeting. (See
related story.)

The glrls affixed the bat
hotaes to support poles, posi-
tioned them in the ground
und poured cement in the

hialea to stabillze them, Layne
and helper Thm Felds, the
futher of a troop member,
were on band th oversee the
installation.

“Throughott ity vix years,
these troop members huve
been involved in many com~
munity service projects.”
Speneer sald.

“They have collected books
for inner city libeades, win-
ter clothing for the homeless
and even purchased animaly
to use fur food and Income
producing in third world
countries through donutions
made to Heifer International.

The girls and their leaders
(el that giving back to the
community is a vital part of
GIrl Scauting and being
good citizen,”

The Bronze Awand; which is
the hlgitcst level award that

Girl Scouts from Our Lady of Sorraws
are rightty proud of their bat houses.

can be cumed by Girl Scouta at
the Junlor Leved, is simitar in
importunce as the Bagle Scout
Award in Boy Scout groups.

Bat houses give helpful animals a warm piace to roost

BY SUEBUCK
STAFT WRITER

Amid submurine sandwiches
and conversation recently, the
wirle from Qur Lady of Sorrows
Troop #2048, apent u “working
lunch” at OLS with
Department of Publle Services
Director Kevin Gushman to
explaln their bat house project.

Decause bats eat mosquitoss,
and mosquitoes ean carry West
Nile Virus, the troop decided
to build bat houses which they
installed last month at
Shiewassee Park in
Farmington. Co-Leader Laura
Spencer helped them present
their resenrch,

‘The girls — Gabrielln
DiFiore, Sara Fields, Vicky
Lencione, Jenny Long, Mierlle
Ring, Nicole Spencer, Emily
Witkins and Ashlee Witkowski
— took assighed parts for their
presentation.

‘The two bat houses can hold
 total 400 bats, aceording to
DiFiore.

“Inside the houses area
series of long chambers where
the bats can move closer to the
top where the sunlight has
warmed the roof and they stay
warm,” DiFiore snid. “On very
hot days, lhc}; can spread out
throughout the chambers and
move closer to the vents at the
bottom of the houses™

“The houses are painted &
dark, gray-blue to better
absorb the sunlight and keep
the bats warm.

"It is also best ta place the
houses near a water source
because the water attracts
mosquitoes and the mosqui-
toes nttract the bats,” sai
Witkowski.

The houses should be posi-
tioned so they are facing south
or southeast, with at least six
hours of direct sunlight datly,
she said. Bats begin emerging

" from thelr winter hibernation

. from about mid-March to mid-

May. .
‘l‘be girls needed a four-foot

deep hole which was filled

around the area with exment
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to secure the houses, which
welgh 15-20 pounds vach,
“The houses we have built
are busieally malntenanee-free
and should weuther beautifully

“to fit in with the natural envi-

ronnent and will last for
many, many years,” Fields spid.
“However, when a colony of
Dats does become established
there they will leave guuno (bat
droppings) beneath the houses.
‘This will need to be cleaned up
on a periodie basis. Some peo-
ple tove to use guano as fertil-
izer for their plants”

In the Farmington area, the
girls believe both lorge and
small bats will be attracted,
The big brown bat is the most
abundant in North America
and ean be found as far south
as floridn and as far north as
Alaska. From head to toc, they
are more thun three Inches;
their wingspan i3 13-14 inches.

The little brown bat Jooks a
lot like the big brown bat,
Nicole Spencer said. They are

about two inches long from
head to toe, with a wingspan of
9-10 inches. Their color rangyes
from pale tan to reddlish ar
durk brown. Little brown buts
are found throughout northern
North America and as fir
north as Alaska,

“At dusk they emerge from
the roost and head for water,
hunting a few feet above the
water for most of the evening,”
Spencer said.

Bats prey not only on mos-
quitoes, but beetles, wasps,
ants, flies and other types of
insects. They are surprisingly
efficient feeders, usually filling
their stomachs within just one
hour, Ring said.

In Fartaington, the major
threats to both types of bats
are humans and raccoons,
Spencer said,

Although it's true that bats
can get rabies, they are not car-
riers of the virus, Long said.
Anyone who sees a bat or any
other wild animal lying on the
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grutnd or otherwise acting
strangely should call \\1|(illl‘u
expert to take care of the prob-
lem. “If they cannot get to a
phone,” Long added, “it is best
to leave the bat or other animal
alone und let nature take its
caurye”

Muny people have bats in
their attics or garnges and
aren't aware of'it, safd
Lencione. Most dow't want
bnts in thelr houses, though.

“We want to provide 4 place
for them to live where they
won't freak people out,”
Lencione said. “During the day
when the park is full of people,
the bats will be roosting and
you wan't even know they are
there. And at night, they will
swoop gently out of their home
and pig out on the nasty bugs
that can harm people and
plants”
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Bernard L. Blem

Services for Bernand Leo
Blem, 77, of Farmington, were
held June 18 at St Geruld
Catholic Church in Farmington
with the Rev. Gerald MeEnhil)
officinting.

Mr, Blem was bom April 3,
1926 in Detmit und died June
14, 2001 at home, He worked
as o mnster plumber and was
a member of St. Gerald
Cutholie Church.

He is survived by his duugh-
tery, Deborah (Bill) MeCarthy
and Cheryl {David) Clancy;
brother, Donald; sisters,
Shirlee Curmichuel and Koy
Urbanik; and five grandehil-
dren.

He is preceded in death by
his wife, Shirley; brothern Jim;
and sister, Virginla,

Memoriat contributions
muy be mude to the American
Cancer Society.

Arrangements made by
Heeney-Sundquist Funeral
Home in Farmington,

John A, Crotty

Services for John A Crotty,
76, formerly of Farmington
Hills, will be held at a luter
date.

Mr. Crotty died June 16,
2003 at his home in Sun City
West, Ariz.

He is survived by his wife of
4+ years, Skeeter; sons, John
(Sue) and Steve (Traci) ;
grandchildren, Michuel,
Adam, Andy, Mikayla, Emily,
Stephani, Kimberli, and
Rocky.

Memorial contributions may
be made to the Ameriean
Heart Associntion.

Steven J. Yambor

Services for Steven John
Yambor, 90, of Detroit, were
held June 16 at Thayer-Rock
Fureral Home in Farmington
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with the Rev. Victor Clore offl-
cinting,

Burinl followed ut Glen
Eden Memorin) Park in
Livonia,

Mr. Yambor was bomn Sept.
25, 1912 in Tvledo, Ohio and
died June 13, 2009 at Botsford
Rospital in Farmington Hills.
He enjoyed trout and fly fish-
ing, pluying cribbage and vixit-
ing family in the Upper
Peninsula.

He is survived by his sons,
Steven (Joy) and Michael
(Deborah); brother, William
Jumibor: grandchildren,
Kirsten, Kelly, Lauren, Paul,
Anne, Michael, Andrew and
Jennu; great-grandchild, Ellu
June; and apecial friend,

Hildu. He is preceded in death
by his wife, Elmi.

Memorini cantributions muy
be mude to Christ the King
Catholle Church, 16808
Plersan Ave. Detroit, M1
48219,

Heten W, Groening

Services for Helen W.
Greening, 86, of Madison
Heights, will be held at a lnter
dute.

Mrs. Greening was born Jan,
6, 1917 in Springticld, Mass,
and died June 16, 2003 at
William Beaumont Hospital in
Royal Oak, She was a home-
maker.

She is survived by her sons,
Gary (Carol) and Tim (Jill);
and grandchildren, Jennifer
and Christopher Greening. She
is preceded in death by her
husband, Harry.

Memorial contributions may
be made to St. Alexander
Church Food Cupboard, 27835
Shiawassee, Farmington Hills,
MI 48336.

Arrangements made by
Heeney-Sundquist Funeral
Home in Farmington.
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