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Library friends
celebrate success

On June 6, the Farminyton Friends of the Library cele-
brated the best of this pust yenr - and they had plenty to
cheer.

‘Thousunds of dollars in contributions brought even
more art and culture to the newly expanded 12 Mile facil-
ity and the downtown Farmington branch. The Friendsy

isted with n kable children’s program, which
includes quite possibly the niftiest learning spuce for kids
thix side of Ann Arbor.

But the gala represented something even more: a real
commitment on behalf of muny hard-working volunteers
to muke Furmington and Farmington Hills better places
to live,

Yes, the Friends have opened their walluts, But thzy've
also invested time and energy. Instend of resting on hard-
won laurels, they're still out recruiting new members and
will soon undertake a strategic planning process to keep
pace with their communities.

This is a dynamic relationship - giving and taking,
being r ibl pussi making an effort
through all seasons, not only in good times but when
times are hard.

Certainly, hard times lie ahead. While arrangements
have been made to pay for construction cost over runs at
the newly expanded 12 Mile facility, there’s still the day to
day cost of operating a larger and more weil-equipped
libeary. Circulation and use show no sign of slowing.

Other community libraries around us already feel the
pinch. Commerce Township residents failed to pass a
millage that supported nesighboring libraries, forcing
them to enact cuts. In Livonia, a ci!y?liring freeze has its
library cutting hours.

Auxiliary organizations can help, but they can’t be
expected to generate operating funds in perpetuity.
Farmington and Farmington Hills officials and residents
must maintain their commitment to what has become o
state of the art resource not only for local residents, but
those in surrounding communities.

Farmington Community Library needs its friends, now
more than ever.

Michigan's summer
well worth the wait

Summer officially begins Saturday, but Gov. Jennifer
Granholm has already tzken a whirlwind trip through
Michigan’ to encournge state resi-
dents to enjoy the season at home and to tempt others to
come here.

Michigan is a great summer state. On the west side, we
have mi?eﬂ and miles of golden sand along the majestic
Lake Michigan. On the east, we have a ruggedly hand-
some shoreline to rival Maine's nlong Lake Huron, And to
the north, we have a wilderness of awe-inspiring beauty
along Lake Superior,

But our state is nlso blessed with hundreds of inland
Takes just waiting for anglers, swimmers, boaters, water
skiers and deck sitters to enjoy. We also have fish-rich
rivers and streams that also offer a challenge, or n leisure-
ly float, for canoelsts and kayakers.

We are blessed with atate and notional forests, teeming
with wildlife, floral and fauna, along miles of diverse
tralls, And carved through the woods are some spectacu-
lar new golf courses.

While woods, water and lighthouses might be the top

X for many, south Michigan has its own spe-
cinl .

peal.

Thfs year the big news 1s the major overhaul of
Greenfield Village, The village is where history comes
alive with the real butldings, furnishings and tools of
Americn’s past, Now the vl?lnxc has been restored and
reorganized to tell its story more effectively. Ifyou haven't
been in a while, or if you have visitors from out of state,
this {s the perfect time to get In touch with America's
great innovators and our creative past.

This Is also musical featival time at & number of vemtes
from d Detroit 1o C)\

And every year, each of our communitics celebrato the
good life hiere at home with a festival. Farmington's /
Founder's Fest, Canton's Liberty Fest and Livonin's Spree
Emvldu chances to rub shoulders with friends and neigh-

ors, help raise moncy for some good causes, take an
nn‘?ncment park ride, eat cotton candy and enfoy your-
seif,

Enjoy!
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The staff and students at William Tyndale Caltege in Farmington Hilts have a reasan to smile thesa days, now that Fat Robertson’s Reqent University has
pledged $1 million In suppert. We wish them the dest of fuck In their effarts to raise $tmiltion to mateh it by the end of the year.

—

Appreciates Ford

Inytead of a letter filled with griev-
ances, [ would like to send a letter of
appreciation for Henry Ford Hospital in
Detroit. Starting with the valet drivers
(five young men and women came to our
rescue to help cajole my father out of the
car and safely escort him into a wheel-
chair) and ending with the 24-hour sit-
ters, all of the Henry Ford Hospital staff
were more than accommodating.

‘The nurses (even the ones who were
not assigned to my dad) would come to

LETTERS

that moturcyclists wear helmets. § would
n't want anyone ¢lse to have to deal with
either of these major medical problems.
We cherish the idea of a free society in
which Informed adults can make most of
their personal decisions, but we also
establish limits for the benefit of society
29 & whole. My cancer experiences have
made me much more cotcerned about
the harm done by ather people’s tobacco
pollution (even though I never amoked).
Likewise, having made adjustments in
my lifestyle because of setzures (including
not dx’ivln_g forkelgk}t mnn!hs‘). 1becanie

check on him, answer jons, and help
with his care. The doctors were compas-
sionate. They would explain matters in
tay terms and allowed us to actively be
involved in my dad’ treatment. The nurs-
es’ aides (or personal care staff) were
respectful and treated my father with dig-
nity. And the social wotker strove hard 10
place my dad at an sppropriate aftercure
facility, which suited all of his needs.
Even the 24-hour sitters were concerned
and compassionate. The staff worked well
together as n team. Everyone's objective
secmed to be to make my dad comfort-
able (ns well as us) and to ensure his safe-

ty.
The hospital was clean and bright and
hod state-of-the-art technology. The
d and disch were

quick and efficient.

My dad has Alzheimer’s and can be n
difficult patient at times. Seelng him
deterlorate so fast 1s devastating, so when
strangers come 1o your aid and strive so
hard to moke you feel comfortable and
supparted, it really makes you stop and
take notice. And notice we didl My math-
erand [ wish to thank the staff at Henry
Ford Hospital (Detrolt} Neurology £th
floor for making my dad's stay so pesce-
ful, offering o weary traveler a haven,

Andrea Woltson Hawdins

Farmington Kills
Soddened Ly death

ith ahock snd sadness | read the arti-
cle of Renee Skoglund's passing.

Last yenr my husband and I met her
when she wrote a front page article about
hia Coming to America. Shewasa
delightful person.

Our sympathies to her famlly .nnd €0~

and legislative goals of Epilepsy

Foundation of Michlgan,
Although most people dealing with
epilepsy have not done g to cause

the condition, many others have experi-
enced it because of a troumatic event -
especially closed hend Injuries. Along
with many other health groups, EFM is
strongly against dropping our motoreycle
helmet requitrements. Epilepsy cost over
$12.5 billion in this country in 1995 - and
probably much more now.

Medical Insurance and publle funds for
medical care continue to escalate.

fally In this fc d
why should the public as a whole have to
pay more taxes and maore insuranice pre-
miums for situations that often can be
avoided?

The emotional toll on victims and their
families can be cven more immiense,
Perhaps if the anti-helmetera get better
acqualnted with people with epllepsy and
other lang-term medical conditions
caused by closed head injuries, they may
get a dificrent perspective.

. Bruce Care
Hills

3, 2003 edition of the Observer.

t am quite certaln that they are not
outhouses, They are guard towers set up
to patrol the border between Farmington
Hills and West Bloomfield.

Since 1 live in Farmington Hillsand
work in West Bloomfield, [ am now in the
prucess of trying to get a work visa and
travel visa. Can anyone direct me to the
nearest consulate?

Thoazzs DeWtt
Farmington Hills

Ready for the Times

Great job, Farmington Observer! Voter .
turnout iy usually very low for school
board elections and you compound the
problem by not getting voting locations
correct in your publication.

My wife could not vote because she
shuwed up st the wrong location just .
before the polls 8 p.m. closing deadline. ] .
suppose itis lmly%zr fault because she
should have memorized all the different
locations based on the election type (we
vote in ary of three locationis depending
on the election) as opposed to relying on -
the front page of the Observer. Guess

row're well on the way to applying forn * -
joh at the New York Times.

Kaith end Lels Costelle

Farmington Hils -

Blg let down

1am disappointed %o see that .
the Farmington City Councll and .
Planning Comniission have approved yet”
another discount store - BigLots -t
move into this arca. .

‘The escalating number of discount
stores In the downtown Farmington area’;

Efiminate dividend tax

In the past, an {nvestor of $10,000
hoped to recelve dividends of $1,000 for
20 years, Most CEO' knew the technolo-
gyof deelr business and ulo‘ck npprxc]alul

Asp were P
tured and marketed, Excess funds were
declared profit and returned to share-

P to the vision
of establishing Farmington as a shop-
rlng and social destination, along the

dea of the Main Street grant,
Furthermore, it detracts from the historic
ambiance of the city and fosters an image
that Farmington is “less than” quality des-
tinntion cltics like Northville, Pymouth,

1N
There is n serioun pr::blem with the

holders, ing more |

Owning stock was quite safe and nat
very specutative, .

Today Invcs\o.n loak for stocks that

wurkers, May {nu find peace in

those she touched, aven for a moment,
loved her.
Joyes |
Farminglon Hills
Stop the nolse

Why s [t necensary for eome local
department stores to play that God-awful
“music® to "entertaln” us while we shop?

When you couple that musie with
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ing children, it's an ear

soar, Con on't attract
funding and fall by the wayside, some-
times with their companles,
Qpportunistic CEOs use tricka to keep
the stock curving upward. Highly taxed
sharcholder dividends are seldom pald.
Long-term research and devel

way that T K (03 p
ning is being handled, Our city's com-
merclal viability - to say nothing of our
property values-will ultimately euffer.

Farminglon:

are chopped, belng a drag on profit.
Smualler companies are purchased ad
records are juggled. Divisions are sold offl
Realizing that time {s ranning out, direce
tors grab outrageous benefita for them-

blers play tho stock ke a

experience that most of us senlor citizens
can do without.

1 have been In only two stores (so far)
that do not play the mualc - Turget and
Kohi'n, Except for the marketing, those
are the places whera I will shop.

selves,
game of poker, placing big bets to
increase the prlge undg sell &:g when itis
irrationally high, Less skilled players are
1eft holding the bag.

Eliminate the dividend tax to encour-
nge long-term Investment. This will not

dusl benefit just the rich. e

Keep heimet (aw
As a surviver of both cancer and

Pat b
farmngten Kills

idea ofd

Farmington
Consulate directions

1ecl that Mr, Thomas Hunter ls quito

aeizure dllou!cru.‘l‘ mngl{ appole the

In his letter printed In the June

" SHARE YOUR OPINIONS -

We welcome your letters to the editor. Pisase

Include your name, address and phone numbet - &
for verlfication. We ask that your letters be 400 ©
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space and :
content. =

it
Lelters to the editor
Farmington Gbserver
33411 Grand River
farmington, Wi 48335
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QUOTABLE

~Regent Unlversity's Dr. Pat Robertson on Tyndafe Coilege

posttive iaflvence in the greater Detroit area.”




