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Consolidating elections

seems right

umoul!htyh.idxhoo!dmnmhn

thing to do

With all this stuff on the November ballot, it’s easy

Monday. School board candidates were elected  for school matters to get lost in the shufle.
and defeated, millage and bond issues were Waorse, voters are nﬂl;mq;!u;v(ala(ofm
resolved and our magnificent re of local gy md
control of education ground on its mu?:/ way. lecti ible home luwn
Orly problem was almost nobody voted. surhuthu one spend a lot olllmemnng all

Statewide turnout statewide was less than § per-
cent, with sorne districts notching less than 1 per-
cent. Histozically, these numbers are not unusual
for education elections.

In response, Secretary of State Teeri Land, Re
Chris Ward (R-Brighton) uv.i
Sen. Beverly Hamerstrom (R-
Temperance) have renewed
long-stalled cforts to conseli~
date decnoua in Michigan. If

February and on the first
Tuesday after the first donday
in May, August and November.
Rep. Ward is a former township
clerk, so he knows what he'’s
talking about when he speaks
about the *frustration” of voters
nmnknmnng when elmwml be held.

eir arguments are rel Yy straightforward.
Consolidating elections onto certain dates overall

interviewing all the various
locnlmmb(hlrs. But time is not endless and
spuce in the newspaper is Iu-mled Adthng school
ions to the already ber ballot
can only worsen the crunch ol lrym; to provide
solid coverage for important local races.

A betier alteroative would be to lump together all
education races into one single education election.
Voters coukd select members of local school boands,

cornmunity college boards and governing board
members of U-M, MSU and WSU. Confronted with
an entire election dealing with matters educational,
l!:W$mdnwuldmu;Dvbeob..mdwm
thern::;b
tions and question policy and M’\une
candidates woukd get less of a. u;\Clu:mswvukl
have a chance to think about the totality of educas
tion policy and practice in Michigan — the biggest
single item in the state’s budget.

lmemung)y this is exactly what we did in

Michigan prior to the ldopuon ofthe 1963 mn.m—
tution. Back then, ed

uring this time of ecotomic uncertainty,
it is important for county leadership to
practice fiscal responsibility.

As we grapple with ike many decisions and
issues facing our county, we are considering
various alternatives.

One of the major issues the Oakland
County Board of Commissioners recently
addressed was bealth care coverage for the
over 3,500 county employees.

The national trend is that both health care
and pharmaceutical costs have been skyrock-
eting.

‘This information is easily accessible
through the substantial
number of reports in the

rint media and television
coadcasts.

We are all affected by this
mpid increase and do not
take this issue Lightly.
Within Oakland County,
health care costs rose 33
percent {ast year, Inan
attempt to arive ot a com-
promise, we rese; the
trends and overali benefits
provided to county employ-
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\\e met this rlul.cnge with the duty to

into one spring election held in odd numbcr!d
years. I've never undcxsluod why the constitution-

saves moncy. Mid'u,g:m has 555 K-12 schml du~
tricts and 57 i (

They produce a lot of elections, onthe avernge
600 per year around the state. And eu:h election-
ia expensive. It costs the city of F Hills,

d such a sensible system.
My scmnd Ihougjﬂs about consolidating elec-
tions are, regrettably, “mutually exclusive and jointly

for instance, $30,000to runa school election.
i electd

> a3 my old philosophy tutor used to say:
Surr dom; scmdhuu to increase voter turnout

into certain specified dates reduces voter confu-
sion and apathy and, hopefully, increases tumout.
Shrewd school fo ks -~ board members, superin.
tendents, principals, PTOs, teacher unions, what-
ever — have more than once conspired to sched-
ule elections at times when a low turnout makes
it possible for a dedicated minority to things
like bord issues. More than once, i've heard a
school suﬁenn!zndem argue, “We certainly don't
vmm all mmple voting in our elmxon‘
consolidating intox
u'xd dates seems lifr & no-brainer, Who can
ug\mnp]m Lirings wider democrat
But before the Legisl Turches

mmm;ldhk:muuamphnrm@u
First, be carcful wbout Ne b

A as apple pie. High tumout is the best
\n‘\ to prevent a small, highhmotisated minority
from dominating public policy, whether that minor
ity be members of the teacher unjons pushing for
1more money to go into scheols or right-wing bigots
trying to sabotage education policy.

But the vhvious follow-up question is: In a high~
er turnout election, what kind of voter is likely to
be tumed out? Do we really want people who have
no interest or knowledge in education to be voting
in droves? What kind ol voting decision is the mar-
ginal (and likely vninformied) voter likely to make?

1n other words, is increased yoter participation
actually likely to improve our democracy? This is
a probierm that has been debated for, literally, cen-
turies. And { have to confess that as I get older

balh(inhldllgnnbwhnlhepuhﬂul entl

wd i Io think that mere

cull a "bed sheet ballot,” which means the number of
races and propositions on it makes the ballot paper
hnkuhruu-b:dsb«t?lﬂdem,u&&nnlc
and House; governior, state senste and house; locat
mayors and city councils; judges, be they local or
statewide; and various state and local propositions.

best salution for all of our wcm! and polmcnl llls.

Phit Power is the chaitman of the board of 1he company that
owns (NS hewspapet. He would be pleased to et your rescs
tions to this column either at (T34) 953-2047 ot at
ppowerdhomecommunel.

ﬁow youm It

cate
while being mindful ol‘ budgﬂ constraints.

Under the law, deficit conditions for the
county must be corrected and budgets
must be balanced.

The adjustment to health care was one
component of the budget shortfall climina-
tion plan. Our final decision reflects
employze contributions that are similar to
those of other public and private employ:

Health insurance changes helped
balance the Oakland County budget

| befieve thiat we found 3 fair aed balaced
spproach demcarstratiog concem for o
county taxpayess. Prevestative measures
such as these help to avoid other means to
eut costs such as fewer fringe besefits or
fownsiz

—

$1.6 to $2.2 million annually to offset the
budget shortfall.

By using the generic or formulary brand ~ *
fm prescriptions, employees pay & reduced

e,

Generic prescriptions are Tier 1 and the co- +

payment is $5. Tier2 Hn:d Name,

anea
of 810 while the Tier 3 Brand Name, No-
Formulary co-payment is $25.

Foe retirees, the Tler JCD-PI)'.!\EHI is setat
$13. The three-tier prvx?i?uon planls
designed to provide [ ity for employ
while offsetting the cost increases in this area.

Prior to these changes, county employees
paid nothlog for their health care insur-
ance.

Now, all county employees must con-
tribute to put some money in the pot to
continue to receive good Guality health care -
cove

Allof these efforts serve to help us continue
to run our government. :

L1 b:lle\r that we found a fair and balanced
ing concern for all coun-

ers.
Though amounts vary by plan service
provider, employees will now pay approxi

mately $30 biweekly fur family coverage.
Rates are lower for one or two people
insured.
This alternative was also selected
because it provides savings to be realized
for multiple years, instead of a one time
reduction.

These plan modifications will

1y tezpayers.

Preventative measures such as these help to
avoid other means to cut costs such as fewer
fringe benefits or downsizing.

As your elected official, 1 am committed to
addressing issues with our values in mind and
a desire to make a difference.

sxe Rogars is an 0ahand County Lommissioner repre-
senting the 1th District, which includes portioas of
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