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Amy's Angels ride to find diabetes cure s

BY SUE BUCK
ST WRITER

A team of cyclists from
Farmington Hills led by a six-
year-old girl will raise funds
for dinbetes research by cycling
in the Tour de Cure, the

ican Diabetes A

diagnosed with diabetes at the

nationally by Bristol-Myers

age of four, Squibb, Schwinn and

The team will ride scvernl Performance Bicycles and
routes including the 14-mile locally around the country.
mountain bike trall and Local sponsors are Auburn
receives 3y hip from L icals, Outback
friends, family bers, co- ki) of Brigh

workers and local companies
and |

annunl cycling event held
Sunday, June 22 in Brighton,
“Our long term isto
help find a cure which can only
be done through research,” said
Doug Laskosky, team
spokesman for Amy’s Angels,
in a press release. “This is why
we ride”
His daughter, Amy, vas

Members of the team
include the Laskosky Family of
Farmington Hills — Judy,
Doug, Amy and Brad — os welt
as people from Macomb
‘Township, South Lyon,
Commerce and Utica

This team is one of about
1,800 teams who ride in Tour
de Curcs events are sponsored

Channel 85.5, Hitachi,
Michigan Sports & Fitness
Magazine, Qutdoor
Athlete.com and several local
bike shops.

‘The 2003 Tour de Curc is
held in 72 sites across the
nation.

‘To lenrn more about teams
or for more information visit
the Internct at
wwiw.dinbetes.org/tour

The Laskosky famnily: Brad, an €ast
Middle School student, Doug, Judy
and Amy, who attends Lanigan
Elementary.

Masked robber takes money at gunpoint

Aclerk at the 7-Eleven store
an Middlebelt and Nine Mile
tald pollce n masked man,
pointed a single barvel shotgun
at him around 4:15 am.
Monday demanding cash from
the cash reglsters.

The clerk told police the man
appeared very confident and
that he knew what he was
doing. After the clerk put
money in the robber's plastic
bag, the man also demanded
severnl cartons of cigarettes be
put in the bag. The suspect,
described as black, 6-foat, 2-
inches, around 220 pounds and
in his late 30s, was not found.

Cemputers stofen
Four different business
suites located in the 31300

block on Northwestern
Highway suffercd break-ins
during the weekend, Computer
equipment was stolen from
ench business.

Sheplifting

A 24-year-old Farmington
Hills man was apprehended
for tearing off a sceurity sticker
on a Sony Playstation Il game
cartridge and cancealing it in
his pants. He didn't pay for the
item as he Teft with his girl-
friend, The incident occurred
around 12:50 p.an. Saturday.

Property

batting cage coin box with
metal bats around 10 p.m.
Saturday. The boys told police
they were trying to get free
tokens from the machine.

Saturday night, someone
entered the Cooper Creek golf
course and damaged the sixth
hole with numerous divots.

In the 30800 block of
Country Ridge Circle, avan
had three of its windows bro-
ken during Friday night.
Damage was $1,200.

Game system stolen
In the 22700 block of
Montelair. a Pl *

At Putt-n-Games on Grand
River, two 16-year-old
Farmington Hills boys where
apprehended for smashing a

game system and four games
swere taken from a home dur-
ing Saturday night, A neighbor
male teenager confessed to

taking the items s he knew
the family was away for the
evenlag.

Drunken drlving
Police were dispatched ton
possible drunken driver sround
6:55 p.m. Sunday along List
and Willow. The driver, a 92-
year-old Livonia man, had n.27
lood/alcohol level.

Tools stolen

At the Novi Insulation on
Industrinl Park, someonc
broke three locks on a truck to
gein entry. Several tools were
stolen from inside,

Compiled by stalf writer Pavi R, Pace
feom reports on fite 31 the Farmington
Hillg Poilce Department,
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issues such as coming up with
o new membership team and
electing a new board of direc-
tars.

‘In the meantime, Tawyea
nppears to be working for free.
Sﬁc snid she refuses tolet
down clients’ special days
booked at the Longacre, a his-
toric mansion and grounds
donated to the community to
run as a self-supportive com-
munity center,

Neal Bostie, banquet and
catering director at Longocre,
said he is also putting in nearly
80 hours a week doing several

SEAT BELYS
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Gary Goss, director of public
safety for Farmington, said the
free car wash passes will be
given out by officers on foot
patrol or bike duty.

Drivers will not be pulied
over for the reward,

Colonial Car Wash owners
are Mark and Holly Owen. The
business is located at 33500
Nine Mile.

“1 think it will be n nice, posi-
tive thing. It rewards good driv-
ers;” said Holly.

Farmington Hills Police
Chief William Dwyer said the
passes will make a great com-
plement :o thelt{epmment's
community cing program,

Goss said mﬂy cht usein
the state has jumped from 70 to
82,5 pereent since the primary
enforcement for seat belt use
went into effect in March 2000,

“This is a way to set a good
example,” Goss sald. "Ouy
short-term goal has been 80
percent (usage) and the ulti-
mate goal would be 90 per-
cent.”

He said California and
Washington have 90 pereent
compliance of seat belt wearers.

The goal is to save lives and
keep medical expenses from
injuries down,

Goss said in 2002, traffic
futalities dropped to the lowest
level since 1945, Forty percent
of the people who died in fatal
crashes were unbelted.

Michigan's primary enforce-
ment of seat belt use, meaning
police can pull over a driver for
not wearing a seat belt, has a
sunset clause. Unless 80 per-
cent of motorists use their belts
during 2005, the law will revert
16 a secondary enforcement
1aw, meaning police can ticket a
person for not wearing a seat
belt if that person has been
pulled over for some other vio-
lation.
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jobs, but only getting part-time
pay since Thwyea was fired,
The board did not appoint her
replacement.

Bostic, like Twyyen, said he
didn’t want to disappoint
clicnts who paid to use the
Longacre for their specinl
engagements, This weekend
for example, a 60th wedding
anniveraary party is planned.

Thwyea said she asked board
members to incet Monday
night to come up with an inter-
im plan while so many ques-
tions about the house’s future
were up in the air.

‘The tour people who voted
to oust Thwyea didn't show up

Mondny, so the meetingwasa
disappointment, sald Tawyea.

Board Treasurcr Ray
Okonski has frozen the house’s
accaunts, she said,

“I'm going to continue
through the weekend to make
sure events go on,” Tawyea
said. “There i3 no reason for
the clients to suffer”

Joni Hubred, board member
of the Longacre and communi-
ty editor of the Farmington
Observer, sald she was the only
member to appear at Monday's
meeting.

"I was told by May Arvo
(board chairwoman) that she
and board member Marga

Sayles didn't feel comfortable
coming to the meeting without
Okonski and his wife (Susan
Sloat, also a board member),
who were out of town.”

OQkonski and Arvo could not
be reached for comment this
week,

Hubred aid Arvo told her
that the bonrd could meet at 2
pam, June 23 to talk with
Tawyea. She added she was not
invited to the late May board
meeting where the four board
‘members, Okonski, Sloat,
Sayles and Arvo, voted to fire
Tawyea
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compensated their superin-
tendenta in the 2002-03 schoo!
year.

Last year, the board also did
a comparative analysis of 12
districts and found Maxficld
was “below market” Maxficld
rectived n total package
increase of more than 826,000
n 2001-02, up from 6162,918.
‘The package Includes a base
salery and benefits, incentives

t and bonuses,
&f

In the meantime, Maxfield
has for some time been
‘wrestling with u decision of
whether he will stay for one
additional year or the two
ycars, until June 30, 2005.

Among the adjustments
made last year was the addi-
tion of a reteation incentive
payment, which will be paid
only I Maxfteld works to the
end of the contract, June 30,

2 3
This will amount to about

§44,000, Reid said.

Though salaries arc consid-
ered public information, Reid
identificd the six other school
districts only by letter in print-
ed information to the board.
He felt people rre more forth-
coming with information when
it's used anonymously. He
looked at fnformation from the
Michigan Association of School
Boards and information from
the district.

Reid's data showed the aver-
nge compensation packnge of
like districta he studled was
$194,824. Packages ranged
fiom §160,147 to $225,000.

In past years, the superin-
tendent evaluation committee
met to discuss salary at an
open committee meeting some
time after a closed evaluation
meeting, which is sllowable
under the Open Meetings Act.

*I don't know if this will
require a mecting (this year),”
Reid said earlier, “It's a chal-
lenging job. Bob is at all com-
munity events.”
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Livonia superintendent
turns down raise

While Farmington Schools
board member Reid gathered
information from Oakland
County schoots for a superin-
tendents’ salnry comparison,
one Wayne Coun[?' superin-
tendent had a different kind of
discussion with his board.

Livania Public Schools
Superintendent Ken Watson,
who will retire at the end of
June, said he chose not to seck
a raise for the 2002-2003
school year. He announeed it

ublicly before the school
Eonrd could initiate any salary
discussion.

*I knew we were golng into
some difficult budget {ssues,”
Watson said.

He became superintendent
in 1994, having started asa
teacher in Livonia Public
Schools more than 30 ycars
2go. There have been other
years when he dldnt take a
raise, he said.

Janet Malconison, an admin-
Istrutive assistart in human

resourees, sald Watson's annual
salary is $137,232.

His life insurance policy and
health insurance are the same
s other employees receive.

‘Watson doesn't receive
bonuses, Malcomson said,

“He's tumed down raises sev-
ernl tines,” she sald. “He's the
kind of man who would turm
things down, He doesn't go
after money.”

Reid described Maxfield nsa
man who has always been
appreciative of the board's
declsions regarding his salary.

‘The Livonia School District
has 17,500 students, 2,800
employees and theee high
schools, Farmington has 12,000
students, 2,200 employees and
three high schools.

And Watzon pointed out
another difference between the
two school dlstricts - their loca-
tions, :

*Qalland County is one of the
wealthiest areas in the country,”
Watson sald,
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- GOOD REASON
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FROM
Republic Bank

Cart 1-800-758-0753 TO FIND THE
REFPURLIC BANK RRANCH NEAREST YOU.

Distinctive, pevsonal service.
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