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B 0CC coach retires

Paul Grinnell announced
he Is stepping down after 22
seasons of coaching
women's softbail at 0akfand
Community College - the fast
12 35 head coath.

He cited hls growing tand-
scape business as the reason
for his decision to leave
coaching.

Grinnal}is the winningest
zoach n OCC history ~In any
sport, not just softball. He
departs wilh a career record

* of 3692131,

His teams never had a los*
Ing s2ason and made it to
the regional or district tour-
nament every year,

In 2002, the Lady Rafders
won the district and finished
fifth at the HICAA Division it
nationaf teurnament with a
final record of 39-13,

GCC won six MCCAA
Eastetn Conference tifles
and was elther a reglonal or

. district runner-up three -

times.

Grinnell coached three All-
Amerlcans, 25 All-Region Xil
players, 15 ali-MCCAA players
and 21 Ali-Eastern
Conterence players.

The Lady Ralders wese 41-9
this year, won conference
and state tittes and finlshed
second in the district.
Grinnell was named confer:
ence and MCCAA Coach ol
the Year.

“1 hate to leave coaching,
but my business is gelting
too busy.” Grinne!: said. I
still plan to stay invotved and
help the program In any way
lcan”

BN Spree tournament

Qver 100 boys and girls
soccer teams, ages 9-18, will
meet Salurday and Sunday
at Schoolcraft College and
the Dickinson Center for the
third Livonia Spree
Invitationat 2003,

Actlon begins each day at
8.a.m. at both sites and funs
thraugh the early evening.

The tournament Is spon-
sored by the Livana Seccer
Club, a nonprofit organiza-
\ion dedicated to positive
coaching and tealning for
recreationa!, sefection and
premler teve) players.

A majority of the teams
are from Michigan, but repre-
sentatives are also expected
1rom Ohio, Indiana, (iinals,
Pennsylvanla and Canada.
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Orchard Lake §¢, Mary's freshman catcher Jon Castine of Farmington tries to put the tag on Ross Westdorp of Grand Raplds Catholic Central In the fourth inning Saturday of the Division 1l state

baseball final. Westdorp tled the score.

Eaglets tame Cougars to capture state title

BV T(M SMITH Saturday over Grand Rapids hard, and they didn't give upall  pered home during the ensuing Starting and winning pitcher
STAFF WRItER Catholle Central at C.O, Brown jear” rundown after the CC catcher Brondon Larson {2-for-4,0ne 7,
Stadjum fn Battle Creck. To indlente how crazy the inexplicably vacated his posi- RBI) got it started with a single
With one exception, the post- ‘When the crary tournament game was, consider three plays:  tion, and, following a walk, junlor
senson ride for Orchard Lake finnlly came to o glorious con- # 5t Mary's ﬁnvc up the lead o The Cougars, trafling 7-5in  shortstop Kyle Miller (2-for-3, :
St. Mary's was turbulent with clusion for the Eaglets, head in the fourth when n CC tunner  the top of the sixth, alsotrleda  two RBI) smacked a run-scor-~ €3
. plenty of sudden twista and conch Jeff Willis was on Cloud  scored desplte the Eaglets squeeze p]‘l?; to try to even the ing double.
turns alung the way. Ine. mnlntalnlng thme had been scove. But the CC batter missed Senior outficlder Jeremy
But that lone exception to the “Arc my fect stlll on the called, . thepitch and runner Sean Leber and sophotiore deslgnat—~—
norm - n 17-2 pasting of ground here?” Witlis asked. "It B In the fifth, the Eaglets Command was out. ed hitter Chris Rachfal delive
Comstock Park ina Divison I feels great. As a coach, this {x scared the winning runon a With that threat behind cred a run cach with singles,
baseball state semifinal Fridny - what you work for. Fortunutely,  missed squeeze bunt attempt them, the Eaglets (21-11) leed and senlor second baseman
st the table for a wild, scc-saw, T wna glven a great group ol thnt should have backfired but the title with a five-run surge in
12-6 champlonship vietory kida who were there to work didn't, Brandon Wilkins scam-  the bottam of the frame. PLEASE SEE EAGLETS, B8
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farmington Harrison's Andy Wingeet pltched for
the East all-stars In thelr 3-1 victory over the
West Monday at Comerlca Park.

Hawks' ace helps
team to all-star win

Y BRAD HOKASTIERE batters hie faced. He started on the
STAFF WRITER mound for the East and set the tone for
the ane. which becamne u rare pitchers’
Marco DIMichele saved hisbestfor | duel.
last, *I was nervous when I was warming
The recent Garden City High School  up before the game, looking around st
E:dualc ook center stage among the the ballpark,’ DiMIichele sald. “But once
tsenfor baseball players inthestate  we fot started, I put my nerves aside
Mundﬁy afternoon. and decided that no one on the other
DiMichels was named the East MVP  team was better than me. l&uu gotinto
In the Michigan High School Bascball my and went from there.”
Coaches Assoclation All-Btar Gume at DiMichele, a first-team, all-state
Comerica Park in helping hlsteamtoa  sclection, struck out the first four bat-
341 victory over the West. ters he faced, Only two West players
DiMichele pltched threo superb i
Innings, striking out seven of the nine PEASE SEE ALL-STARS, 85

Farmington's
Badynee gets
0&E accolade

8Y MARTY DUDKER
STATF WRITER

Matt Christian, a four-time state
champlon, highlighta the 2003
Eccentric All-Area Boys Tennis Team.

The Birmingham Brother Rice senior
{s one of 10 singles players and two dou-
bles squads recently selected ta the
team by a panel of avea coaches, It
marks the first of seven all-nrea teams
that will be published over the next few

Approximately 4,000 play- - weeks by The Observer
ers nntd famlly members ate * * & Eccentric
Panth t Warriors in state final | ==

Bloomfleld Hills
I Hockey {ryouts an ers upse arr o I s e Ina Lahser eads the all-

Teyouts for the Farmington . area team with four
Unified high school summer BY CHRIS RAVER It was Holland West Ottaway k N B : B representatives, Includ-
hockey team wlll be 7-6:30 STAFF WRITER time to shine. s s {ng one doubles tandem
pm. Thursday, June 19, and The fourth-ranked Panthers and two singles players.
friday. June 20, at Suburban Just how good was parlayed an carly scoring attack er schools repre-

Tealning Center. Birmingham Brother Rices base-  and junior right-hander David sented besides Lahser

Athletes entering the alnth ball team this scason? Nykerk's complete-game cffort and Brother Rice include Clarkston,
through 12th grades at cne The Warriors' pitching stafl’ into & 5-3 victory at C.O. Brown Bloomfield Hills Andover, Detroit
of Farmington’s Ihree public frustrated, at times overwhelmed,  Stadium in Bettle Creek. Country Day, North Farmington,
high schaols are eligible to opposing batters, Thelr hitters Second-ranked Brothier Rice, Rochester Hills Stoney Creek and West
participate. could produce enough hits and which scored fewer then thiee Y Bloomfield.

For more information, call runs to overcome any defleit, runs for only the third time, went - Farmington's Carl Badynee is the
coach Mark Vellucel at (249) Thelr fielders were adept 6t mak-  1-forv10 with runnem in scoring  * § 2003 Coach of the Year after jeading
7332233, ing the routine playa and han- mmnn and left nine runners on the Falcons to their first state tourna-

dling the difficult chances, And e, i ment appearance,
H Bicycle tour they won 36 of 40 games. “As far as effort goes, § think the Following is a bricf summary of each

Applications are available In other words, the Warriors kids each and every gﬁm playern:
for the 33rd Annua) Dick were an nxceguonal ballcjub. ¢ given me an effort, said.

Allen Lansing to Mackinaw Brother Rices abilitytoremaln  “And 1 think they gave me the SHaLes
Bicytte Tour, which takes focused, utilize its talent and con-  most they could possibly give o ANDREW WROWK: Brown played No. 1 slngles at
place In fate August. shunﬂyplatyhnnhlghlewllmd- 3 .. Clarkston o8 four years of N pre carver, Fnibsg with a

Mot than 1,600 riders par- cd them in the Division I champi- “You never want to be content: T4:28 overali vecord. He 418 a school record foe wins.
ticipated In the 2002 tour. onstip game Saturday. with thie way you played, especial- ‘Droetng the ek of 70, Reown captund the No.
For mare information, call Head coach Bob Rikers squad  ly when youcomeautonthe's. ** -  tinghet Mgt kn Daitand ActivRles Association Division B
(517) B82:3700. Applications seemed polsed to anxtl‘:lm Brother -{mn end of the stick; so 1'd 1tka . vy I wat namd atHeaque ol four years “Aocrew b
are also available at ocal Rice’s first state baseball crown ' -
bike shops. since 199[9 and third overall, but REASE SEE TENOMLS, B3
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